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Kahler, Lukas

Boehm, Daniel Peter
Boehm, Susanne Maria
Kast, Moritz Alexander
Kast, Sarah Verena
Doyle, Anna Helene
Doyle, Grete Marie
Doyle, Richard Joseph
Doyle, Georg Karl Joseph
Kohler, Simon Franz Xaver
Kohler, Hannah Maria
Har, Mikhal

Eshkolot Kimei, Assaf
Sobel, Elya

Koch, Garance

Doyle, Bridget Elizabeth
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100
10}
102
103
104
105
106
107
108
109
110
111
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Har, Mikhal

Farthing, Mark

Farthing, Catherine
Simmoneau, Pautine
Goudrian, Danie!

Sobel, Avigayil

Eshkolot, Shaked

Cohen, Kyie Bryan
Mayerfeld, Christopher
Beli, Samue!

Hallstead, Kristin Allison
Escales, Catharina
Escales, Pascal

Sobel, Avigail

Guttman, joel Alexander
Weintraub Smith, Rachel Hava
Winbigler, Michael David
Levinson, Ginger Elaine
Guttman, Naomi Hadas
Hallsted, Kimberley D.
Doyle, Bridget Elizabeth
Ran Alon

Benbenishti, Paz
Goldsmith, Stephen
Goldsmith, Jan
Goldsmith, Siri
Catharina Escales
Pascal Escales

Line

1A
98
98
9B
9B

1A
6B
oA
6A
6A
1}
il
B
98
5C
5A
5A
5B
6A

LA

A
9A
04
94
114
1A



100
101
102
103
104
105
106
107
108
109
110
11
112
113
114
115
L1é
"7
118
119
120
121
122
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124
125
126
127
128
129
130
13]
132
133
134
135
136
137
£38
139
140
14t
142
43
144
145
146
147
148
149
150

Rockefeller, Eileen
Wolfson, Stacey

Eskeles, Robert Jan
Eskeles, Sally Ann

Bell, Michel

Mayerfeld, Charles Andrew
Humme|, Reed

Hallsted, Richard

Altman, Gary

Parker, Jean

Mc. Clain, Sandra Lee
Richards, Robert Waliace
Tuchman, Sara Ncomi
Koch, Isabelle [rene
Koch, Vincent Daniel Hugues
Doerr, Mary Cecile {Sally}
Grills, Lisa

Scbel, Daniel (Dooby)
Goldstein, Jan

Escales, Barbara Christine
Escaies, Anne Sabine
Escales, Regine Dorothee
Mehltretter, Hans Wofgang
Masini, Angelo Mario
Schroeder, Friedrich Ferdinand
Probst, Christel

Probst, Michael

Escales, Ebethardt
Seefelder, Ferdinand
Nirk, Hermann

Ebert, Ingeborg

Kohler, Johannes

Kohler, Karola

Kohler, Christine

Kohler, Beate

Boshm, Peter

Kohler, Verena

Rauch, Franz

Doyle, Richard Jeseph
Kohler, Monika Regina
Kast, Bernd Rudolf
Kohier, Eva

Kohler, Thomas

Gumbel, Jennifer
Gumbel, Rosemarie
Gumbel, John

Gumbei, Peter

Gumbel, Andrew
Farthing, Gay
Simmoneau, Fabrice
Goudrian, Fernanda

Genevau, Alain
Genevauy, Annick
Genevaux, Olivier
Genevauy, Karin
Schumacher, Rolf
Kenig, Jacquline Fey

Line
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Benbenishti, Tamir
Pessakh, Shani

Pessakh, Amit

Pessakh, Ofir

Pessakh, Adi

Weiser, Merav

Weiser, Alon

Ravid, Efrat

Ravid, Mikhal

Eshkolot, Nataly

Straus, Laurie Rae
Straus, Andrew

Bougess Guttman, [lan
Bougess Guttman, Maital
Neaderthal, Leah Tabin
Neaderthal, Ariel

Appel, Benjamin David
Pukach, Dorit Malka
Pukach, Daniel Yair

Levy, Joseph Mark

Levy, Marci Diane
Goldsmith, Asttid
Goldsmith, Cfara Emily
Cooper Weintraub, Aaron Paul
Berg, Ora

Berg, Sarit

Liran, Narkiss

Liran, Tal

Blum, Meryl Elisa
Satomon, Michelle Ann
Salomon, John A [,
Salomen, Nicholas
Winbigler, Jessie Heather
Winbigler, Amy Leigh
Smith Weintraub, Hannah Lynn
Weiser, Amir

Cohen, Mallery Susan
Cohen, Corey Howard
Growald, Adam R,
Louria, Joshua

Louria, Erin

Weintraub, Arielle
Mayerfeld, Catherine Emily
Eshkolot Kime), Yotam
Goldsmith, Alexander
Bougess Guttman, Yoav
Pukach, Khagit

Eskeles Bertrand, Tamra Renee
Eskeles, Brian Jason
Richards, David Bradley
Richards, Matthew Allen
Appel, Denise Joan
Doyle Pitts, Kathleen
Growald Speier, Daniel
Altman, Matthew Alan
Altman, Jill Beth

Blum, Andrew Robert
Eshkolot, Niv

Pukach, Alon

Escales, [vo

Line
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Eskeles, Dr. Miksa
Eskeles, Marcet
Eskeles, Eugenia
Eskeles, Josef
Weintraub, Lucyna
Eskeles, Gabricl
Eskeles, Dunia
Eskeles, Fanka
Eskeles, Regina
Goldwasser, Wilhelm
Bloch, Therese
Escales, Emst Etich
Doeffinger, Gertrud
Escales, Erika

Prabst, Friedrich Wilhelrn
Escales, Ema
Escales, Edith
Escales, Eva

Tralli, Tom

Escales, Else

Kohler, Herbert
Stoeber, Walter
Stoeber, Hedwig
Cohen, Fritz

Frank, Elien

Frank, Marion
Gumbel, Hans Edward
Frank, George {Guenther Max)
Mangin, Jean
Mangin, Jacques
Mangin, Marie-Reine
Mangin, Nicole
Mangin, Bernadette
Mangin, Francoise
Mangin, Paul
Genevaux, Paul
Bettenbourg, Michele

Eshkolot, Rachel
Eshkolot, Ayala
Eshkolat, Talya
Eshkolot, ltamar
Eshkolct, Mikhal
Wilsker, Nira
Wilsker, Dana
Eshkolot, Yaron
Benbenishti, Shimshon
Pessakh, Hillel
Lupovski, Narda
Weiser, Mikhael
Ravid, Menakhem
Levinson, Sharon
Levingon, Debra
Levinson, Lee
Goldner, Arthur
Goldner, Cynthia
Goldner, Francie
Goldner, Fred-Joseph
Neadertha!, Elise
Neaderthal, Robert
Straus, James Mayer
Greenfield, Julie
Guttman, Fred
Guttman, Gail

Line
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5
56
57
53
53
60
61
42
63
64
65

61

69
70
71
72
3
7
5
76
77
8
9
80
81
82
&
&4
85
B6
87
88
89
90

Guttman, Gary

Bougess, Nancy

Gabe, Tom

Weintraub, Martha Sue
Weintraub, Barbara
Weintraub, Robert Mark
Cooper, Jonathan

Smith, Peter

Fayer, Vicki

Foyer, Marlene

Maran, Scott Brian

Blum, David

Albrechs, Ann

Mayerfeld, Russe} K.
Mayerfeld, Pamela
Mayerfeld, Diang Becker
Mayerfeld, Jason Matthew
Appel, Lesley Stewart
Rose, Carol

Rose, Arlene Susan
Pukach, Yaron

Rose, Janet Gayle

Rose, Ellen Frances
Rose, Robin

Levy, David William
Rose, Sharon

Rose, Raymond

Cohen, Jeffrey

Eskeles, Maria Cynthia
Wood, Jack Alien
Growald, Paul [effrey
Louria, Kenneth

Louria, Marc H,
Loewenberg, Wally
Eskeles, [eanine
Goldsmith, Peter Anthony
Goldsmith, Roger Stephen
Goldsmith, Jonathan Philip
Goldschmidt, Lea
Goldschmidt, Dina
Harwocd-Barnes, Elizabeth Ann
Pfeiffer, Inge

St. joan Smith, Hermione
Steckler, David
Winbigler, David
Wallace, Deborah Nan
Berg, Josef

Liran, Shiomo
Goldwasser, 1ga
Salomon, Edward M. [l
Salomon, John Adrian
Doyle, Jerome Francis Jr.
Doyle, Sean

Doyle, Deidre Genevieve
Doyle, Christopher Edward
Pitts, John leffrey

Kimel, Eitan

Periut, Maria

Pear, Steven Jay

Pear, David Mark
Alabaster, Arlene

Mc. Kitterick, Nancy
Kristy, Nancy

Porass, Karmen
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Eskeles, Otto

Eskeles, Frieda

Eskeles, Joseph Max
Eskeles, Alfred
Schoenfeld, Olga
Kronheimer, Paula
Goldschmidt, Alfred
Eskeles, Azthur Hermann
Eskeles, Edmund
Eskeles, [ohanna
Eskeles, Seima
Blumenthal, Babette
Reis, Klara

Schwartz, Adolf
Eskeles, Henrietta Jette
Eskeles, Hugo Arthur
Mar, Bertha

Goldner, Paula
Levinson, Saul
Niedzhalla, Josefa Emma
(Niedzballa), dead born boy
Speier, Meta

Goldner, Fred
Weinberg, Ida

Goidner, Hortense
Foyer, Murry
Mayerfeld, Johanna
Mavyerfeld, Arthur
Lustig, Fanny

Frank, Antonia (Tony)
Cohen, Arthur

Rose, Leopold
Biumenthal, Johanna
Eskeles, Irwin Hermann
Eskeles, Adrian Joe!
Werner, Birdie

Marta Maury Camline Schulte
Blumenthal, Bemhard
Speier, Max

Bacharach, Paula
Stern, (Eskeles] Grete
Tuteur, Son

Tuteur, Son
Gruenebaum, Karla
Eskeles, Rosa

Eskeles, Emilie
Nachmann, Rudolph
Forst, Isidor

Frank, Anni

Eskeles, Yaacov
Eskeles, Anna

Tuteur, Emilie

Loew, Mayer

Frank, Emst Joseph
Tuteur, Marie Anne
Mangin, Pictre

Tuteur, Emilie

Loew, Mayer

Heinrich GablenzEskeles
Amalie Eskeles

Eugen Koch

[da Becker

Isidor David Schoenfeld
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Eshkolot, Zeev (Wolfgang Hermann Eskeles)
Eshkolot, David (Robert David Eskeles)
Eshkolot Shoshanna

Wolf, Khanna

Rachel Eshkolot born Fleischer
Galperin, Manya

Wilsker, Mark

Goldschmidt, Hans Yaacov
Goldschmidt, Hermann Khaim
Friediger, Eva Khava
Eskeles, Robert Gabriel
Eskeles, Max

Wittenstein, Florence
Levinson, Irvin

Levinson, Marcia

Bergida, Helena

Goldner, Fred Jr.

Goldner, Henrietta Rebecca
Goldner, Norma Louise
Foyer, Louise Ann

Schwartz, Selma
Loewenberg Willi

Unabskey, Martha

Guttman, Jerome Jack
Weintraub, Murray

Gordon, Marilyn

Pear, Charles Sanford
Mayerfeld, Walter
Rosentaum, Stephanie
Mayerfeld, Ernest

Maverfeld, Marilyn

Rose, Kurt

Loeb, joan

Neaderthal, William Michael
Joseph, Dorothy

Rapp, Eric

Rose, Paula

Rose, Werner

Helfer, Evelyn

Eskeles, John (Jack) Schulte
Valcol, Dorothy

Speier, Ursula

Growald, Bert

Speier, Eva

Louria, Dr, Henry

Levin, Marcella

Eskeles, Lore lise
Wiesenthal, Gisela

Foyer, Henry Edwin

Mavyer, Mildred

Eskeles, Joan Adrienne
Salomon, Edward M.
Brockschmitt, Carelia Dotothy Corey Krech
Eskeles, Joan

Doyle, lerome Francis
Simon, Irene

Blumenthal, Margarete
Koch, Guenther Gerard
Koch, Inge
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Eskeles, Abraham

Eskeles, Gabriel

Eskeles, Feist

Mannheimer, Hannche
Lilienstern, Hannche
Ginsberger, Eva

Salomon, Jettchen Johanetta
Speier, Marum

Popper, Marianne

Eskeles, Helene Maria Caecilie von

Eskeles, Mathilde Katharina von
Eskeles, Emilie Maria von
Eskeles, Malvine Henriette von

Eskeles, Berardine Seraphine von
Eskeles, Maria Flora Cecilia Augusta von

Gablenz, Ludwig von
Gabriac, Joseph Marquis de
Raule, Theodor Baron von
Baertling, James Knight von
Canigniani, Giovanni Marchese
Saracini, Wilhelm Count
Frank. Joseph

Helimann, Rosalie

Baer, |osefine

Heinrich, Jacob

Eskeles, Jacob
Mannheimer, joel

Escales, Caroline

Escales, Maurice Moritz Moses
Escales, Gertrud

Escales, johanna

Escales, Gustav

Escales Gabriel

Hatry, Moses August

Hatry, August

Lewy, Louise Bertha
Escales, Salomen

Mass, Rosalie

Leopold Eskeles
Bluemlein, Joseph
Gruenebaum, Aaron
Schueler, Reguna

Baer, Bernard

Benjamin, Laura

Yaacov Eskeles

Eskeles, Rosalie

Johanetta Salomon
Eskeles, Adoif

Witheim Baer

Eskeles, Bernhard

Eskeles, Maximilian

Kilian, Gabriel
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15
16
17
18
19
20
21
2
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24
25
26
27
28
29
30
3
12
13
34
35
36
37
38
39
40
4]
42
43
44
45
46
47
48
49
50
51
52
33
34
35
36
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Eskeles, Hermann Naftali
Eskeles, Henriette Jettchen
Eskeles, Babette Bettchen
Eskeles, Amalie

Eskeles, Max Meyer
Eskeles, Moses Moritz
Frank, Mathilde

Frank, [eannette

Eskeles, Moses Moritz
Eskeles, Frommet
Eskeles, without name
Eskeles, Malche Amalie
Eskeles, Dorothea
Eskeles, Leopold

Eskeles, Hermann
Eskeles, Emilie

Eskeles, Hannche
Eskeles, Moses

Eskeles, Eva

Eskeles, Emilie

Eskeles, Maiche

Eskeles, Hermann
Niedzbaila, Johann Viktor
Maierfeld, Leopold
Speier, Bernhard

Simon, Eva Katherina Susanna
Goidner, Lee Simon
Rothschild, Babette Betti
Mannheimes, Dora

Frank, Max

Frank, Caroline

Frank Ernestine

Frank, Amalie

Bluemlein, Ida Karoline
Kahn, Max

Tuteur, Felix
Gruenebaum, Max Maximilian
Escales, Leopold

Escales, Helena

Escales, Ernst Richard
Escales, Emma

Escales, Otto

Escales, Emil

Escales, Karl johann
Escales, Anna Wilhelmina
Escales, Friedrich Rudolph Moritz
Escales, Tina bom Meyer
Escales, Ann bom Roeder
Stoeber, Franz

Meier, Tina

Beer, Karoline

Kahn, Max

Tuteur, Bernard

Anne Blumstein

Heinrich Gablenz-Eskeles

Line
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Bezalel Ben Yaacov (Loeb)
Yehuda Loew [Liwa) Ben Bezalel
Bezalel Ben Yehuda Loew (Liwa)
Khaim Ben Bezalel Loeb
Bezalel Ben Khaim Loeb

Bat R. Khaim [ssenheimer

Sinai Ben Bezalel Loeb

Yehuda Loew Liwa} Ben Bezale! (MAHARAL)
Daughter Bat Bezalel Loeb
Khaim Ben Bezalel Loeb
Shimshon Ben Bezalel Loeb
Wessels, Khanna Enokh Main
Schmelkes, Perla Bat R. Shmuel
Kara, Avigdar

Bak, Bat Shmuel

Khaim Ben Sinai Loeb

Krassna Bat Gavriel

Yehuda Ben Khaim Loeb
Hacohen, Daughter Bat Yitskhak

Eskeles, Gabriel Ben Yehuda Loeb

Peretz Ben Yehuda Loeb

Yaacov Koppel Ben Yehuda Loeb

Heschel, Esther Hadassa Bat Issakhar Berush

Eskeles-Fuerth, Yaacov Khaim
Eskeles, Berend Gavriel

Eskeles, Yehuda Loeb

Eskeles, Bella Rebecca

Eskeles, Teivele Tova

Bat Mordekhai Hacohen

Lvov, Khava Khavole Bat Aharon Yekheskel
Hacchen, Keila Bat Naftali Hirsh
Lvov, Aharon Yekheskel Ben Moshe
Eisenstadt, Eliyahu Ben Avraham
Froeschels, [saac Ben Salomon Halevi
Wertheimer, Rivka Khava

Wertheimer, Khanna

Eskeles-Fuerth, Yehuda Loeb Ben Yaacov
Eskeles, Xroendel Kreindel Bat Yaacov
Eskeles, Rivka Rebecca Bat Yaacov
Eskeles, Sara Alek Bat Yaacov

Eskeles, Rosa Bat Yaacov

Fraenke!, Voegele Lea Bat Zekel
Lichtenstadt, Hindel Rakhel Bat Moshe
Pollak, Rosa Bat Shimon

Margolis, Hirshel Yaacov Nathan

Bing, Moshe

Marktbreiter Pinkhas

Eskeles, Margarethe Bat Berend
Eskeles, Esther Bat Berend

Eskeles, Lea Eleonore Bat Berend
Fliess, Meir

Eskeles, Bernhard Freiherr v.

Wolf, Cecilie bom ltzig

Eskeles, Khaim [oachim Loeb Ostrw
Glnther, Valentin

Line
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Main
Main
Main
Main
Main
Main
Main
Main
Main
Main

Main
Main
Main
Main
Main
Main
Main

Main
Main
Main
Main

Main
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Main-10
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Main
Main
10
Main
Main
Main
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Eskeles, Gabriel

Eskeles, Bonle Bondel
Eskeles-Escales Loew, Moshe Moses
Eskeles, Aharon

Eskeles, Yaacov

Eskeles, Edel

Eskeles, Uri Feiwelmann
Eskeles, Rosa

Eskeles, Hannche born Simonis
Hemele, Homele Clara

Scheyer, Ella Rebecca

Turnau, Wolf Salman Shlomo
Guenther-Eskeles, Son
Guenther-Eskeles, Son
Helimann, Mordel

Hellmann Esther

Frank, Seligmann

Frank, Miryam

Levy, Salomon

Brentano, Philippina

Yaacov, Besele

Bruell Breunle

Aharcn Loeb Eskeles

Merle Baruch

Son Ben Khaim [oachim Loeb Ostrow

Eskeles, Moses

Eskeles, Yehuda Loeb
Sonnenberg, Babette Braeunle
Eskeles, Yaacov Wiener

Eskeles, Ella Enste Wiener
Jettchen ? married Abraham Mannheimer
Eskeles, Danis Daniel Freiherr von
Brentano Cimaroli, Emilie Freifrau
Eskeles, Marianne Baroness von
Wimpfen, Franz Gtaf von
Lehnhein, Sara

Frank, Markus

Frankin, Kela Karoline
Hellmann, Mordekhai Lazarus
Bluemlein, Markus

Eskeles, Nanette

Kulp, Yehuda Mayer

Baer, Bernhard

Johann Ludwig Eskeles

Escales, Leopold Loew
Brentano, Christina Nanette
Escales, Rosalie

Escales, Bele Salomon Marianne
Escales, Babette

Hellmann, Isaac Viktor
Freudenberger, Jette
Wiesengrund, Fanny

Simon, Rika

Gruenebaum, isaac

Schuefer, Moses

Cohen, Roeschen

Baer, Levy

Leffmann, Sara

Baer Eskeles, josephine
Abraham Mannheimer

LIST OF ALL MEMBERS OF ESKELES FAMILY

Line

Main-1
Main
Main-11
Main-12
Main-12
Main
Main-1
Main
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439 MAX BERNHARD SPEIER
19Y TN OfID

b, 2.11.1886
d. 16.7.1952

Cedar Park Cemetery
Forest Ave., Paramus, N.J. 07652
Block No. 15, line 5, grave 3
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THE CEMETERY OF ARCO, NORTHERN ITALY

Julius David Schoenfeld
b. 8.8.1850 in Berlin, d. 4.1.1924 in Arco, Italy.

Justizrat Julius David Schoenfeld, father of my mother 4.5
Olga Eskeles born Schoenfeld went in 1924, as he did every
year, to Arco in order to spent few weeks in the warm
climate of Italy. He died there on January 4th, 1924 and was
buried in the ‘Judenecke’ (the Jewish corner) of the Catholic
cemetery of Arco - s. photo of the tombstone, the only
evidence of his grave we had in hand.

Rachel and [ went to Arco in 1989 in order to find the grave,
but we did not succeed to locate it, neither in the Catholic
nor in the Evangelic cemetery. After long inquiries with
representatives of the Catholic and Evangelic Churches, we
found the solution of the mystery:

As it is custom in Christian cemeteries, a grave is kept as a
rule for 20-30 years. At the end of this period the family is
notified that if they want the grave to be kept for another
period, they have to pay for it.

Perhaps, the management of the cemetery - if it had any
address of Julius Schoenfeld's relatives - tried to contact
the family. But this was at the end of World War Il and |
doubt if such an attempt was made. However, no member
of the family was at his old address, in order to receive such
a request.

The second photo shows the place
where the ‘Judenecke’ had been and
where a burial chamber has been
erected. The old graves and tombstones
were destroyed.
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4.6 Dr. PAULA ESKELES (Line 1A) 4.1 OTTO JOSEPH ESKELES

DYPOR A7IND V7 DYPOR QO VIR
b. 28.3.1902 b. 27.8.1886
d. 11.9.1994 d. 7.8.1960

00 N3P 36 T T RSN 9nam Qi MNP [T - B TWNT MNP N1 0ap 0HPOK RS WK
K17 D5POK WK YW 1apit .36 .on WY W 0w APRIY 0m T ApSNY T MWK T W 0PI WK W 0o
ATIW IR 17-71 73T K1 09poK 19ws Sw vapi, Sknwn e apn

Otto and Paula Eskeles are buried in the old cemetery of Haifa - the ‘Carmel Beach Cemetery’ . Piot 5 ('), row 36,
grave No.

Enter the cemetery and continue straight on the main path until you reach block 5 (71} then turn left until row
number 36. Otto's grave is the third grave on the left, Paula's grave is the 17th left in the same row.
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THE OLD CEMETERY OF HAIFA

4.2 FRIEDA GOLSCHMIDT b, Eskeles

oYpoK b DAL TTND
{(Line 9) b. 8.2.1883
d. 1943
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N*3 - I8 WA NMAPT 1M1 MNP ThwT 1
72739 16 W 2 RSN Sman i Rmap

xS D97m 9KRw T Dme WK WA 07010
187 LR N Sw phnY owmn WK A Tmnt
WK W 7KDY WA 5w 73 TR 13 oma npnm
3P KT TR W N3P M) 16 .01 T o
J Yn 19+

Frieda Goldschmidt is buried in the old
cemetery of Haifa - the ‘Carmel Beach Cemetery'.
Plot 2 (3), row 16, grave No. 72.

Enter the cemetery and turn immediately left,
follow the wall until you reach the 'Patria’ graves;
turn right and then take the second path on the
left until you reach row number 16. Frieda's grave
is the 19th grave on the right.

4.2 Frieda Goldschmidt born Eskeles.



THE JEWISH CEMETERY OF BERLIN - WEISSENSEE

4.5 OLGA ESKELES b. Schoenfeld

+boaw nab DIPON TTATIN
b. 17.10.1891, d. 22.5.1928
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[ OLGA ESKELES |
geb., Schoenfeid
geb. 17. Oktober 1891

i gest. 22. Mai 1922 |

O L G A E §S K E L E 8§
b orn S choenfeild
BORN 17 OCTOBER 1891
DIED 22 MAY 1 922

- 773 Y omimn mTapn naa map
{Berlin - Weissensee) mmom

(3562 :73pT N8TN

JIBTIYR Ten kY - B6 v apn mpn

Buried in the Jewish Cemetery of
Berlin - Weissensee.

No. of the tomb: 3562

Place of the tomb: Field 6B.

See attached map.



5.45 CARL JOHANN ESCALES 5.44 EMIL ESCALES

b.21.8.1855 b. 17.12.1853
d. 4.1.1914 d. 7.10.1929
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6.33 SIMON GABRIEL ESCALES 6.37 JOHANETTA ESCALES b. Salomon

b. 9.7.1823 b.5.10.1821
d. 15.8.1885 d. 17.1.1905
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THE ESCALES FAMILY - ZWEIBRUCKEN
{Line 11}

M PYING KD W 3 300-0 DIAWMEE NN nKY Zweibricken bW wim nMaph nva oRymy Escales nRown Yw ohapn
Escales nnowy bw omapn .ommimi omapn ApbR it 1va AYinn ¥InKS Tm nwp 1D Www T 0w Ak fmn vy nnapt
by mrnn e DUKYnl

The graves of the Escales family are in the 'Old Cemetery’, called also the ‘Heldenfriedhof’ of Zweibriicken. You
enter from the main gate, after about 300 meters the cemetery is divided by a ston wall. Go through the archway and
immediately in the right side is the plot of the jewish graves. The graves of the Escales family are located in the last
row at the right side.

General view %95 nxan
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5.7 MATHILDE ESKELES b. Frank (Line 1)

pa nmab DPPOR 119Nh
b. 3.6.1860, d. 28.11.1919

Buried in the Jewish cemetery of
Offenbach-Main.

Place of the tomb:

The entrance is through the old Christian
Cemetery. Cross the Christian cemetery
until you reach the Jewish block.
Turn right on the path in front of the
Jewish block until you see on the right
a tomb of a German Christian fighter
pilot named Mueller. Opposite to this
tomb on the left, in the fifth row, is the
tomb; it is the fifth tomb from the
corner on the right.
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n b |
M113 RORDA AW AUN
thypry mabrnoRn
585 ban 1oy 1 nnbs
a2 ¥y

Hier ruht in Frieden
unsere teuere Mutter
MATHILDE ESKELES
g e b . FRANK
geb. 3. Juni 1860
| gest. 28. November 1919 |

HERE RESTS
T HE HONTEST LADY
MATHIILDE ESKELES
PIRDED OF HER SONS
DIED i} K1SLEYV 580
LET HER SQUL REST IN PEACE
HERE RESTS 1IN PEACE
OUR DEAR M OTHER
MATHILTDE ESKELES
b o r n F R A N K
BORN 3 ] UNE 1 860
DIED 28 NOVEMBER 1919

Sw qww TR MN2pn ntaa aMap
DN

:7apr mpn

Sw o My NNpT N T 0TI
7y MU NN3ApT N0 DK DTN K
1n5w Sawa ona T Apon? DN
D™MapT AKX LM T Aponn
M W WA DRI



5.1 HERMANN N. ESKELES - Line |

D5PON Yonba T
b. 2.8.1855,d. 17.12.1888

Buried in the Jewish cemetery of
Offenbach-Main,

Place of the tomb:

The entrance is through the old Christian
Cemetery. Cross the Christian cemetery
until you reach the Jewish block.
Turn left on the path in front of the
Jewish block, one of the first graves
in the second row on your right.
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[ pnmax 3 -'bx tbnoy |
P"5% vRIN nav 1 nn
7 a2 ¥ 1 n

Hermann Eskeles
geb. 2. Aug. 1855
| €gest. 17 Dez. 1888 |

NAPHTAL] ELI BEN AVRAHAM
DIED ON 14 TEVET YEAR 649
LET HIS SOUL REST [N PEACE
HERMANN ESKELES
BORN 2 AUGUST 1855
DIED 17 DECEMBER 1888

PR YW T Amapn il ap
M3pn opn

Sw oW YU MNPt M3 1 o
Y YN MMAPT N7 NK DN s
nebw awa oma i fpbiG oynnw
DMAP AR LIIRAW N npbna
JTM WA T oMK



5.51 FERDINAND ESKELES

DYPON TATID
Born 1881 7, died 22.8.1884

JTORADY 571 UK W T Mapn man amap
Jrmpmapne
46 01,9 MW ,8 52 :72p TP

KXY 01 IR Mavn 1Y PRY TIRG vy 19 Yw ap
IWBKIT MK 1 19 1 1% 113 kY .ove px e
n7Y LIKT MWK TYPOR P onn w ol an ke
X9 .4.4 TIIX3 DWM 1YY 72 N0, 1881-1 TONW ,p1in
2IDIKI 7T MABWA T BTERIAA 1IR3 1T N T
OW 3p3 21 UIEpI183 DM N33 0hN (PR K

This is the a grave of a very young child
without a tombstone. There was probably
never a tombstone. We don't know who his
parents were. One possibility is that this is the
son of Moses Moritz Eskeles and his wife
Jeanette born Frank, who was born in 1881, died
young and is listed as 4.4 Alfred Eskeles. It is not
clear why he was buried in Frankfurt, since his
family livea in Offenbach, but it is possible that
he died in a hospital in Frankfurt and, therefore,
was buried there.
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5.4 AMALIE MAYERFELD b. Eskeles - Line 6

obmox ray 1YY by
b. 29.7.1859, d. 22.11.1937

| H i e ¢ ru h ot |
Unsere Liebe Mutter
AMALIE MAYERFELD
geb. 29.7.1859
gest. 22.11.1937

| -7 .2 .y oa.n

HERE RESTS
OUR DEAR MOTHER
AMALIE MAYERFELD
BORN 29 .7 .185%9
DIED 22.1011.193T7
LET HER SOUL REST IN PEACE
Buried in the new Jewish cemetery WMIPR WA T NM2pR Nead Ty
Eckenheimer Landstrasse, JURUMEPIE TORIDYTY
Frankfurt/Main. 90 ,B 6 wi :1apit 1von
No. of the tomb: Block 6 ,B,90 1 M3p Opn
Place of the tomb: TR WHWIT WA WK w3 £

Enter by the main entrance, the third
block on the right side.
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5.41 OTTO ESCALES - Line |1

DYRPOR TUIR
b. 17.12.1953, d. 29.12.1939

Buried in the new Jewish cemetery
Eckenheimer Landstrasse 238,
Frankfurt/Main.

No. of the tomb: Section 8 - B - 15
Place of the tomb:

You enter at the main entrance, the fourth
block on the right side is block 8.

224

L H ier r u h t |
Unser geliebter
Kommerzienrat
OTTO ESCALES
geb. 17. Dez. 1853

| gest. 28. Dez. 1939 I

HERE RESTS
OUR BELOVED KOMMERZIENRAT
O TTO E S CALES
BORN DECEMBER 17, 1953
DIED DECEMBER 29, 1939

TMTEHPR WA TR ATApT 173 Map
JR/UMEPID oKDY

15 - B - 8 w1 t1api 19N

£72pT TP

WIMT AT MM WK WWw3 o)
8 WM KIT [ W W



5.3 BABETTE SPEIER b, Eskeles - Line 8

vopox nnab MW Mvaa
b. 12.11.1857, d. 15.3.1942

BABETTE
SPEIER
geb. ESKELES
[2,11.1857
15, 3.1942

Dwn wiTp Yy ann
TYUN L

I 7T . 3 . ¥ .3 .n

BABETTE
SPEIER
born ESKELES
12.1F.E857
[5. 3.1942

DIED AS A MARTYR
LET HER SOUL REST IN PEACE

Buried in the Jewish cemetery OMTIPR WM TN NPT 713 Tmap
Eckenheimer Landstrasse, Jr/oMEPID ORIV TS
Frankfurt/Main. 4 AT v apn oon
No. of the tomb: Block 7 A 4 AR PR PWRNT N3P 3pn opn
Place of the tomb: The first grave on the

right side of the block.

223



6.7 JETTCHEN ESKELES b. Salomen - Line 4

tatbe nnab @'7PDN v
b. 168.1829, d. 12.11.1882

| 7 |
71397 Y33 nyny we
MITYRa TNINRNY AW
M b3 nbya ;v awss
anbw 1 na avy nan
pybivew Niw 7 PWK
T1w? 1"3 v bl
v on b 3°m1m9n
.1 .31 .%¥ .11.0n

Hier ruht in Frieden
JETTE ESKELES geb. SALOMON
geb. 16. August 1829
| gest. 12. November 1882 |

HERE RESTS
THE DECENT LADY [N ALL HER WAYS
STRAIGHT AND INNOCENT IN HER DEEDS
SEEKED HER HUSBANDS GOOD ALL HER LiFE
AND LED HER SONS ON THE RIGHT WAY
MRS. JETTE DAUGHTER OF RABBI SHLOMO
WIFE OF RABB! SHRAGA ESKELES
DIED ON 25 KHESHVAN 5642
LET HER $SCUL REST IN PEACE

Buried in the old jewish cemetery of T TTINT NPT T TP
Rat Beil Str., Frankfurt-Main. 5 Ky M prnpMBRE
No. of the tomb: Block 11, No. 515 515 /01 3p .11 172 :13pi "pon
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6.3 FEIST SHRAGA ESKELES - Line 4

DYPOR NI LOMD
b. 1828, d. 28.12.1898

| 'y |
11371 Y33 prnn wow
vrwyn baa qwo
1 b yna sw wan
M3 nR Pawmb
DYbynry Rivw 124
P3N N3V A"V qpb3
.. ¥.3.%¥.,1.n

Hier ruht in Frieden
Feist Eskeles
g e b . 1 8 2 8
| gest. 28.12.1898 |

HERE RESTS
A MAN OF INNOCENCE [N ALL HIS WAYS
HONEST iN ALL HIS DEEDS
SEEKED THE GOOD FOR HIS FAMILY
LED HIS SONS IN THE RIGHT WAY
RABBI SHRAGA ESKELES
DI ETD TEVET 6 5 7
LET HIS S0UL REST IN PEACE

HERE RESTS
FEI1ST ESKETLES
B O R N I 8 2 8
DIED 28 .12.18938
Buried in the old Jewish cemetery W MM MN2pn D Map
Rat Beil Str., Frankfurt/Main. JMUMEPIS oKDY 713 BKY
Place of the tomb: Block 57, Row 7 7T - 57 ;19 :apa oipn
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THE JEWISH CEMETERIES OF FRANKFURT AND OFFENBACH

The old Jewish Cemetery in Batton Strasse.

This first jewish cemetery in Frankfurt was opened in 1270 and served the Jewish community until 1828. In 1942 the
Nazis began to destroy the cemetery and to stockpile and smash the tombstones. Due only to the allies’
bombardements was this destruction was stopped.

The old Cemetery in Rat-Beil Strasse.
This cemetery served the Jewish community from 1828 until 1929.
6.7 Jettchen Eskeles, born Salomon and 6.3 Feist Shraga Eskeles are buried there.

The new main cemetery in Eckenheimer Strasse.
This cemetery, adjacent to the older cemetery in Rat Beil Str., serves the Jewish community of Frankfurt since 1929.

5.3 Babette Speier bom Eskeles, 5.41 Otto Escales and 5.4 Amalie Mayerfeld, born Eskeles, are buried there.

Here are also the graves of 800 Jews who committed suicide in 1942, after they have been summoned by the Gestapo
for deportation.

More interesting details about the Jewish cemeteries of Frankfurt can be found in the book of Klaus Meier-Ude - 'Die
juedischen Friedhoefe in Frankfurt',

5.1 Hermann Eslekes and 5.7 Mathilde Eskeles born Frank are buried in Offenbach.
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THE JEWISH CEMETERY OF KELSTERBACH

The Jewish Cemetery of Kelsterbach was opened in 1894, adjacent to the Christian cemetery, and lasted until 1935
when, by order of Town Mayor, it was completely destroyed and leveled off; all tombstones were smashed. After the
war, a court condemned the ex-mayor Busch to erect a memotial stone on the place where the Jewish cemetery had
existed.

No members of the Eskeles family were buried in Kelsterbach.

The memorial stone at the Christian cemetery of Kelsterbach.
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7.3 BABETTE ESKELES b. Sonnenberg (Line 1)

12159F b UE’PUN il
b. 1798 - d. 10.1.1874 Kelsterbach

| b |
TRIVIT WY WK
TRIAN 91732 nabn
Ty 53 npy nnwy
Lo TDAYI A ONRT
NN B F
737 v0o 5 yen
nav r¢a ‘N mBy113
mayin prbdb qrban

l Babette Eskeles |

HERE RESTS
THE HONQURABLE AND PLEASANT LADY
WHICH WENT AN INNOCENT WAY
DID CHARITY ALL HER LIFE
FEARED GCD., BABETTE........
O F KELSTETRBATCH
{DIED ON) SUNDAY 27 TEVET
T H E Y E A R 6 2 4
LET HER SOUL REST IN PEACE

Buried in the Jewish cemetery of Gross- WD Sw MR nmapn nma e
Gerau. {Gross-Gerau)
No, of the tomb: AS,/54 A5/54 :7apn qaon
Place of the tomb: :12p mpn
From the entrance turn to the left, then e 5w avnn abknw o aoiam
take the path to the right, the ...th TWA MM LG TR L Mapn o
tomb in the ... row on your righthand DT3P v nynna
side, about in the middle of the block

of graves.
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6.4 HANNCHE ESKELES b. Mannheimer (Line 1)

nMTan nab U'?PUN n1df
b. 1.6.1821, d. 28.1.1890

| b !
mapim abhian maan
7w 0 baa naomn
oy5yporr vyoan
m " hnb 17 95N
.7 .3.¥%¥ .1.n

Hier ruht in Frieden
Hannchen Eskeles
geb. Mannheimer
aus Kelsterbach
geb. den I. Juni 1821

| gest. den 29. Januar 1890 |

HERE RESTS
THE PRAISED AND DEAR LADY
KNOWN BY ALL HER GOOD DEEDS
HANNO CHE ESKELES
DAUGHTER OF RABBI AVRAHAM
T H E Y E A R 6 6 0
LET HER SOUL REST IN PEACE
HERE RESTS [N PEACE
HANNCHEN ESKELES BORN MANNHEIMER
FRCM KELSTERBACH
BORN l ] UNE P82l
DIED 29 JANUDARY 1890

Buried in the Jewish cemetery of Gross- WO YW TN NMapn nta mmnp
Gerau. {Gross-Gerau}
No. of the tomb: A6/71 A6/71 :mapi 1aon
Place of the tomb: 3P opn
From the entrance turn to the left, then ' aT Yaw ayna AYKaw mng e
take the path to the right, the fourteenth JM MM W 14=71 3P T
tomb in the fifth row on your righthand

side.
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6.1 ABRAHAM ESKELES - Line !

PSRN BITIAN
b. 8.1.1819, d. 15.5.1883

Buried in the Jewish cemetery of Gross-
Gerau.

No. of the tomb: A2/71

Place of the tomb:

From the entrance turn to the left, then
take the path to the right, the thirteenth
tomb in second row on your righthand
side.
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P 8h anrmpn
. % .3, ¥ .1.n

Abraham Eskeles
aus Kelsterbach
geb. 8. Januar 1819

| gest. 15. Mai 1883 |

HERE RESTS
A MAN CF FAITH AND INNOCENCE
HIS ACTS WERE GOOD AND PERFECT
HIS NAME WAS PRAISED AND ACCLAIMED
AVRAHAM SON OF RABBI MOSHE
DIED IN OLD AGE ON TUESDAY
5 IYAR AND WAS BURIED CN
THURSDAY WHICH FOLLCWED
I N THE Y EAR 6 43
LET HIS SOUL REST IN PEACE

HAM
KELS

B
R
0 8
|

ow ™ >

mA O
=z

w) = 5

l
15 M

WIM-DM YW TN NPT N ap
(Gross-Gerau)

A2/71 :apm "aon

;PN Dpn

Sraw ayua Sxnwn AYRaw owp T0uIm
MW Wy —-nmwbwn N3pa e aen
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Tombstone of the MAHARAL and his wife
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3.54 Ernst Erich Escales
Born 7.4.1907 in Minchen
Died 6.2.1979 Achern

1927 - 3.73 Ernst Erich Escales. 1977 - 3.73 Ernst Erich Escales.

3.56 Erika Escales
Born 7.11.1908 in Miinchen
Died 14.8.1987 in Minchen

3.58 Erna Escales
Born 9.9.1910 in Miinchen

3.59 Edith Escales
Born 9.5.1914 in Minchen

3.60 Eva Escales.
Born 3.3.1917 in Minchen
Died 5.6.1988 in New York

3.62 Else Escales
Born 6.8.1919 in Munchen
Died 27.1.1985 in Achern

Ernst Erich Escales studied chemistry like his father and, at an early age, became involved in technical and scientific
publications. Later on, he was very active in several industrial enterprises and in the field of chemistry. Furthermore,
he founded a Plastics periodical - 'Kunststoffe'.

Trouble started in 1934, when Ernst Erich Escales wanted to marry 3.55 Gertraut Doeffinger. She was an active
member of the Nazi party and her father, a physician, was colonel of the S.A. (the Nazi semi-military organization).
Ernst Erich had to procure papers proving that he was an Arian. However, according to German law after 1933, which
did not take into consideration religion but only bioodlines, he was considered a half-Jew. After an arduous process
lasting three years, he was unable to procure official permission to marry an arian woman. Finally, Ernst and Gertraut
martied in England in 1937, and returned to Germany.
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1919 - 5.41 Ernst Richard Escates and his family.

Regine’s grandfather, 5.41 Ernst Richard Escales, born 1863 to a Jewish family in Zweibrtcken, was brought up in a
liberal, non-religious home. His father believed that the children should decide his/her religious identity. Ernst
Richard studied Chemistry in Miinchen and became a successful and celebrated chemist, served as officer in the
German army in World War |, and converted as a young man to Christianity. Regine's father was, of course, also
Christian. The family always considered itself as being German and Christian, and the Jewish past was never
mentioned.

Ernst Richard Escales had one son and 5 daughters.
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1849 - Death registration of 7.20 Leopold Loeb Escales.
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1808 - Registration of changes of name:

- Loeb Escales has taken as first name Lecpold, and
as family name Escales.

- The infant daughter born {808 at Grinstadt will
take as first name Carcline and as family name
Escales

- The infant daughter born 1790 at Schwabach will
take as first name Rosalie and as family name
Escales.

- Bele Salomon will take as family name Escales.
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1823 - Birth registration of 6.33 Gabriel Escales
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1892 - 'Work Regulations’ of the silk and plush
factory Escales & Harty.

1842 - Death registration of 7.21 Christiana Nanette
Escales born Brentano.
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LINE 11

Source: Regine Escales,
Zeev Eshkolot

The ancestor of this branch, 8.3 Moses Loew Escales, was born before
1750 in Vienna. While his brothers Gabriel {ancestor of lines 1,3,4,5,6,7.8
and 9) and Feiwelmann Eskeles went to Fuerth, he went to Schwabach,
both towns being near Nirnberg. We do not know why he was called
Escales and not Eskeles as the rest of the family. The only plausible
explanation [ can offer is that at this time the part of Germany - the
Palatinate - where he lived and did business was under French
occupation. He might have adopted a more French name without the
letter 'k’ which is typical to the German language. If he had changed
only the 'k’ to 'c’, the name would have been pronounced in French
"Esseles”. However, a ‘¢ followed by an 'a" is pronounced in French as
'ka’. This is of course only a guess, any other explanation might be given
and accepted. Officially he adopted this name only in 1808 at Griinstadt
under the French regime.

1882 - 6.36 Louise Bertha Escales born Levy.

From Schwabach, the family moved to Griinstadt and
L'A‘N il Tt cent’ﬁr{' J e el Qo Jepatis o B2 \ceeees “Hauke e . .
v fot e et rous ”,(MM; Brlirts Armeds from there, to Zweibrlicken. Unlike his brothers who
Officier de Pétot civil de o commufle defPee T b e -, SN N ca'h]‘on H H H H = 3 i H
ie. @zurrfm,u e gr.{nar:cmm: du Mont=Tonnerre; est cumpam ]]Ved n deSt]tUte Condltlons n Furth and ]ater n

ool (Fon s, zpe” Pe. resaaTl i mal, meng=d | Kelsterbach, Moses Loew Escales was a prosperous

Bee R businessman. His descendants in Zweibriicken also
legquel nous o prdsentd 15 enfau! du seae ,.(t.(a.,‘.u,éu o ,é- fru./ proved tO be SucceSSfUl and prosperous in industry
o Lttt caLt) (r e wtteidei T —— e Iui p‘ﬂ‘clhrant ot de H
il Priratans un o @ mw;ﬂ s et s They had a well known sn!k a'nd plush factory. We had
doner le préno de.» b e e lost the trace of the family in the second half of the
%/quu:c)

19th century, until we received a letter from Regine
Lﬂn’lrﬂ de‘f}d’araﬂon ef prdsentation faiter git'présency wdes.'s de&%" Esca]es' ]iVing ]n RUnke]/Lahn . Germany' WhO

a(: e /a T ITE cend cer , Hreicger, e I
¢ stumbled upon our name from the municipality of

ur de /?&Mar/ -}/;oé; .;r;r (O.L/C—pgmcm W'l [ .
veinncfaicd, [ri8eest focrmpoenn o é,'?if Schwabach. She, coincidentally, was also making

A inquiries about her family. We began an intensive and

:f,,f " L",,’f}f,,f’,;ff,‘f"‘ slgnd oves nous (o prisert acte. do “’“"‘\n""i‘”“f' _ warm cotrespondence with Regine, and in April Rachel

& w‘wfc um}; oSl /Q’W ' ' and [ went to Runkel to meet her. Below follows the
Mﬁ £t ol story of line 11 - in short.

1813 - Birth registration of 6.29 Maurice Moritz Escales at Granstadt
(in French),
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LINE 10

Source: Mr. Paul ], jacobi
Klaus H.S. Schulte, Die Bonner Juden und ihre Nachkommen

We have only very limited information about this, probably extinguished, line of the family. We are not entirely sure if
the descendance as indicated in the genealogy chart is correct, but the indicated names and dates seem bo be
correct.

In 1818 Johann Ludwig Eskeles was partner in a soap factory at Bonn, named Eskeles & Cahen, his brother in law. The
factory was sold in 1833. In 1821 we find their name with a third partnet in a wine and vinegar factory. His grave is in
Schwarzrheindorf.

In 1877 the Municipality Council of Bonn confirmed unanimously the repatriation of Jacob and Bernhard (?) Eskeles.
We ignore the circumstances. The fact that Bernhard Eskeles died in Paris might be somehow connected with this
information.

At the present stage we don't know for sure if and how lines 3 and 4 are linked to this branch of the family {see chart
Line 10).

We ignore who are the descendants of this line in generations 5 and 4. We ignore as well, who were the ancestors of
generations 3 and 4 and when and how they came to Poland.

However, based on our knowledge of all other lines of the family, and after elimination of other possibilities, we may
assume that such a link exists.
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for these purposes became common. The guests which had to spend the night in the room or tent of a married
couple, due to the shortage of accomodation, were called ‘Primus’, probably because they were disturbing as a
'Primus’, perhaps, because their presence was believed to *heat up’ the atmosphere. - Z.E.)

[ worked in almost all the branches but most of the time in a private orchard picking Citrus fruits, where we received
some "agourot’ (pennies) for our & to 10 hours works and another 1/2 to 1 hour walk in each direction. The overseer
was very tough and we did not have much time for a break. Sometimes we succeeded to steel some oranges to bring
home to our group members.

The whole year we spent in Givat Khaim we dreamed to get land from the Jewish National Fund (K.K.L.}, in order to
build our own Kibbutz. But this did not realize so quickly as we wished. [n September 1939 World War Il broke out, we
left Givat Khaim and went to a ‘Moshava’ (rural village with individual land owners) called Raananah, today a medium
sized town, and tried to make our living by all sorts of work, for vegetable growers and as housemaids, as well. Some
of us went to work for the Dead Sea Potash Company at Sdom, the lowest point on earth with a temperature of more
than 40 degrees Celsius in summer.

As these were hard times and we never had enough money to pay the fees, sometimes our members were not
accepted at the clinic belonging to the Health Institution. Even the grocer did not always give milk for the babies,
because our depts were too high.

One evening a British Air Force Officer came to visit one of his former friends. [ told him that the man had left the
group long time ago and we began talking, talking and talking, The visitor - | was very impressed by his chic uniform
-was Hermann Goldschmidt, my former ‘guide’ in the ‘Habonim’ movement in Germany, ten years ago. The next day
he had to return to Egypt where he was stationed in the Army, but we started cotresponding and so [ 'sled’ gradually
into the Eskeles family and finally married Khaim Hermann Goldschmidt in the beginning of 1946.

On March 12, 1945 our Kibbutz was founded on land belonging to the Jewish National Fund (K.K.L.), situated about 40
km east from Haifa. The funds to purchase the land were donated by a South-African millionaire named Isaac
Ochberg, who years earlier had saved many Jewish orphans who were abandoned in Russia after the pogroms in the
beginning of the century. A monument in his honor was erected near the Yemenite village Elyakim, on the road
leading from Haifa, near to our Kibbutz.

Arthur Koestler in his novel “Thiefs in the Night” describes the first night of building-up our new Kibbutz.
More details are published in Shlomo Erel's book (in German and in Hebrew) “Tagebuch eines Kibbutzsekretérs -
1945-1947".

Our Kibbutz is named in memory of the heroic youngsters Yoachim Simon (Shushu) and Kurt Hannemann who
sacrificed their lives, fighting in the Dutch underground movement against the Nazi intruders, in order to save Jews
from concentration camps and smuggling them through Belgium and France into Spain or Marseille from where they
were illegally shipped to Palestine, as can be seen in the film ‘Exodus’.

Our first work in the new Kibbutz was stone removal from the ground in order to prepare the soil for growing
agricultural crops. It was a very hard work. We worked, as well, for the Jewish National Fund, planting woods. When we
came here, there was not a single tree in the surroundings. A guest from overseas who came to visit the Kibbutz many
years later stated with admiration: "How clever you have been to build your Kibbutz in the middle of a forest!”

Soon [ started raising chicken in the poultry yard, a most important work in these times when there was a great lack of
eggs and meat, Khaim Hermann worked as metal worker, a profession he had learned already in Germany. In the
Sixties 1 became a Hebrew teacher for new ‘Olim’, later on [ worked in the Kibbutz Archives and Khaim became a
beekeeper.

Our Arab neighbors did not accept our existence immediately in spite of the fact that the land was purchased from
them or the landowners against full payment of an exorbitant price. But later on we lived in good terms with them,

In December 1946 our first daughter Lea was born and in May 1951 our second girl Dina. At this time the children
lived together in ‘children homes’ and the parents spent with them only a couple of hours after work. This habit has
changed, since in most of the Kibbutzim and nowadays children, up to a certain age, sleep at home with their parents.
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In 1934 I joined the 'Habonim', a Zionist movement and in 1936 I left school in order to go to Palestine and 'build the
country’. All my efforts to persuade my parents to emigrate were in vain. My father was convinced the ‘evil regime’ can
not last and, so he said, at his age he did not have the strength anymore to start a new life in a new country with a new
language.

So 1 went to a Jewish ‘Hakhshara Center’ (preparation farm) for Palestine in Eligut near the Polish border. All the
youngsters were working in the vegetable garden, in the fields and mitking cows. | was milking with our ‘Madrikh’
(leader) named Georg Josephtal, later a minister in the Government of Israel. He passed away in 1961 and his wife,
Senta (82), a former member of the Knesset (parliament) is member of our Kibbutz. She still works in our factory
besides other various activities.

But back to the Hakhshara Center. before and after work, sometimes at 05.00 in the morning, we had lessons in
Hebrew, economics, biology, music (lectures on compositions), Jewish history, Eretz Israel (Palestine), and geography.
Among our teachers were the Josephtal couple and Joachim Simon, member of the Dutch underground movement in
World War II., who was killed by the Nazis during his activities to save Jews. Many of our Kibbutz members owe him
their lives.

Awood in his and other Dutch underground members was planted near to our Kibbutz under the name of "Westerwill
Wood' in memory of the non-Jewish leader of the movement.

On the evening of November 11, 1938, known as 'Crystal Night', our farm was surrounded by gangs of peasants from
the neighbor villages, who stated that in revenge of the murder of the German Ambassador in France, von Rath, we
had to leave the farm and Germany, as well. They gathered us in the courtyard of the farm and started to beat us with
sticks and other instruments, they had brought with them. On this occasion | lost a piece of my front tooth when a
young fell upon me shouting “You dirty pig, you!".

Most of them were drunk and after they had finished their cruel treatment, we were allowed to return to our rooms.
They gave us 5 minutes to take some clothes and then pushed us in a train which was waiting for us and started
moving eastward. None of us had the slightest idea where we are going until the train stopped at the Polish border.
But as the Polish were not keen to accept us since they were already overcrowded by refugees, we spent the night at
the station, hungry and in great suspense about our future fate,

In the morning they packed us in another train and we were sent to Breslau, a big town which was conquered by the
Poles in World War iI. Today the town is called Wrozlaw and there is not a remnant left of the former German
population.

In Breslau we were sent to the town prison and had to stand still in the courtyard for about three hours with our faces
toward the wall, and then the boys were separated from the girls. All the boys were sent to the Buchenwald
concentration camp (they called it 'protective arrest’) and some of them never came back. The girls were sent to their
parents who lived in different parts of Germany. [ went to Munich to my mother who told me that on the previous day,
the day of the big pogrom in Germany when hundreds of synagogues were burnt down, my father was taken to the
Dachau concentration camp, "in order to protect him from the wrath of the masses”.

The first thing | asked my mother, was to take a bath. When my mother saw me-in the bathtub she almost fainted
because my whole body was covered with blue spots. During the whole journey | had not been conscious of the pain.

Several weeks later my father was released from the concentration camp and I began to work in the Jewish Hospital
until [ received, with the assistance of the Joseftal family, a Certificate from the British Mandate Government for
immigration to Palestine. I said good-bye to my parents and never saw them again. | was told that they were shot in
1942, on their way to the concentration camp Minsk.

[ came to Palestine as ‘Khalutz' (pioneer) and agricultural worker and joined our group which was in Kibbutz Givat
Khaim. In the beginning we lived in an old chicken shed, which was not used anymore, and afterwards in tents, As |
was not married, | was sent every night to sleep with another family as Primus’.

(‘Primus’ is a noisy cooker, operating on a mix of kerosene and air, pumped with a handle under pressure into the
cooker, which was in repanded use in Palestine for cooking and boiling of laundry before the use of gaz and electricity
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I was again the guest of Otto and Paula in 1952, on my return from India to Rhodesia, and again in 1955, together with
my wife, on our return from Europe. In my eyes, uncle Otto never changed, never altered - benevolent and
understanding.”

3.9 Hermann Khaim Goldschmidt
Born 1914 Minchen.

Memories of Khaim Goldschmidt

" was born in Munich in May 1914. My only brother Hans was 4 years older. My father died in 1923 when | was 9 years
old. My mother tried very hard to continue his business, but tablecloth as we produced, grew out of fashion and the
inflation in 1923 left us without any resources. My uncle Otto Eskeles provided for us, so we could live comfortably.

| finished highschool in 1933, the year Hitler came to power and Jews were not allowed anymore to study in
Universities. 1 could only work in a Jewish business or a lewish factory. So for one year [ worked in severai departments
of a Jewish textile factory, but | realized very soon that a commercial career would not suit me at all. As [ felt that
antisemitism grew worse from month to month, I joined the Zionist movement and decided to go to 'Palestine’. In
order to obtain at that time, under the British mandate, an immigration certificate, you had to work for two years in
agriculture or to learn a manual trade. I decided to become a metal worker and with some difficulties | was accepted
in a factory for washing machinery.

In 1937 | got the possibility to leave Germany and go to Palestine. During the years 1937 - 1940 | lived in Kibbutz
Ein-Kharod. Early 1940 was a call for volunteers for the British Forces, so | joined the British Air Force ground crews as
metal worker and stayed there more than five years, most of the time in the Egyptian desert, but also in Lybia
and Greece.

In 1946, after the war, | left Ein-Kharod and joined a new Kibbutz, Gal-Ed, with comrades | knew from the youth
movement in Munich. In the same year | married Khava Friediger. At first | worked mostly as metal worker but in 19561
started to work with bees, a work [ like very much and continue till now.”

3,10 Khava Eva Goldschmidt born Frediger
Born 11.12.1919 Miinchen

“[ was born on 11.12.1919 in Munich, a beautiful and interesting town in Bavaria, South Germany, as Eva Friediger ,
daughter of Dr. Adolf Friediger, physician and Leonore born Schwarz. My father was born in Beuthen, today Poland,
and my mother came from Innsbruck, a wonderful place in the Austrian Alps, in Tirol. My father studied medicine at
Jena University and was a friend of the famous paintet Franz Marc, who belonged together with Kandinsky and others
to the revolutionary artists group who called themselves ‘The Blue Rider’. He painted a picture of my father which was
brought to me after my Aliya and is the only souvenir that was left after World War IL. My only brother was killed in an
accident at the age of 7 and my mother never overcame her SOrrow.

Like many doctors, my father was an enthusiastic musician. He played the piano and viola, and once a week there was
a meeting in our apartment where he played classical music with friends, while my mother was busy baking her
extraordinary, good tasting cakes.

Before | was born, my father served as soldier in World War 1, got some medals and felt himself as faithful German
citizen of 'mosaic faith’, as it was called in those days. Since his parents were Polish, we received German citizenship
only in 1919, and this was the reason why we were deprived of a German passpott at the beginning of the Nazi regime
and became ‘stateless, a fact that, maybe, later saved my life. Like most German people, my parents lost all their
money in the inflation after World War 1. and had to start from the beginning,

[ went to the Primary School and later to the ‘Realgymnasium’ for girls. Many of our teachers were Anti-Nazis and
treated the Jewish pupils excellently. Some of them were Nazis and the pupils gave them hell. | studied Latin, French
and only one year English and this is the reason I never mastered English properly.
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_________ _gf/ oldest son, Joseph, - unmarried - lived with

her, and on occasions her youngest son
1883 - Birth registration of 4.2 Frieda Eskeles. Arthur joined us. On occasions only, for he
was a great motorcycle fan and, on

weekends, roamed the countryside with another cousin of mine - Alfred Goldschmidt. You wili have noticed in the
genealogy, that amongst German Jews at the turn of the century Hermann (Khaim} and Alfred (Avraham) were great
fashion.

My father died in 1923, when [ was 13 years old. I shall always remember this year 1923 - in summer | was stricken with
polio, in November Hitler putsched in Munich and got defeated, inflation was stopped an overnight 1,000,000 Mark
became one Rentenmark, and my father died after an iliness lasting two months. During the last week of his illness
my mother called in a professor for consultation, and two weeks after my father's death the professor presented his
bill: 30 Gold Mark. [ was sent to his surgery to pay in three 10 Goldmarks - where they came from, | do not know.

My father had his own business and staff, and also had the most fantastic and solid investments, such as shares in
Moscow and Vladivostock Railways, Austro-Hungarian Papers, Belgian, French and English Obligations - all
completely and utterly useless: the Russians had turned communist, and the others would not look at a German
shareholder on account of the lost war. Although my mother - Frieda, born Eskeles - tried her utmost to continue the
business to keep us going - she had to travel a lot - it was her brother Otto who stood by her with advice and help.

Otto and Paula (4.6 Paula Eskeles born Kronheimer, Otto’s second wife he married in 1932, after the death of Olga in
[928) saw me off to Africa in Belgium in 1936; a month later | left Paris, after a domicile there lasting for four years.
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LINE 9

For previous generations see Line 1.

Line 9 starts with 4.2 Frieda Goldschmidt born Eskeles, who married 4.7 Alfred Goldschmidt.

Generally  did not include in the family genealogy the wives who married into the Eskeles family. | am aware of the
injustice | am doing to our mothers and wives, but | had to limit myself into a certain framework. The only exception |
made is the Frank family, which gave two of its daughters in marriage to the Eskeles family, my grandmother Mathilde
and her sister 5.8 Jeanette Frank, who married my grandfather Hermann's brother 5.6 Moses Moritz Eskeles.

The reason is that | have the feeling that the Frank’ heredity had a great influence on the further development of our
line (1) of the Eskeles family. Doubtless Mathilde Eskeles had strong personality and character and her good
influence on her children was determining for their future. Mathilde's biography is included in Line I; for genealogy of
the Frank family, see genealogy charts Line 9.

4.2 Frieda Goldschmidt born Eskeles
Born 1883 Offenbach, died 1943 Haifa.

4.7 Alfred Goldschmidt
Born 1866 Offenbach, died 1923 Minchen.

3.8 Hans Jacob Goldschmidt
Born 1910 Munchen.
Married ?7?? in Bulawayo 3.48 Gisela Wiesenthal.

4.2 Frieda Goldschmidt born Eskeles.

Memories of Hans Goldschmidt

The full memories of Hans Goldschmidt are printed in Line 1 because they concern also other Lines of the family. In
the following Lines the parts concerning Line 9 are reprinted.

"I was born in Munich - Bavaria, Southern Germany - and the first member of the Eskeles family [ got to know was my
mother [4.2 Frieda Goldschmidt born Eskeles - Z.E.]. Her stature was small, her eyes gray/biue with an occasional
greenish tinge, her intellect sharp with many intefests. In her pre-marital days she taught German in some institute or
other to Jewish immigrant youngsters from tsarist Russia -last century's last refugees from the East, last waves before
the floods of our times.

My grandmother [5.7 Mathilde Eskeles born Frank] - my mother's mother - lived in Frankfurt/Main - some 500
kilometers away - and travelling in the first quarter of the century was somewhat more difficult and unusual than in
our modern times, The train took 8 to 10 hours, and even those people who owned a car in the late Twenties or early
Thirties could not do it much faster, as the roads were just not made for it.

The other Eskeleses lived around Frankfurt - in Offenbach, Kelsterbach and in Koeln and Hannover, Thus my early
memory of the “others” started with a visit to my grandmother in 1916, in the middle of the first world war. Shortly
before this journey took place, a lonely French aircraft had placed a bomb in the center of Frankfurt and completely
destroyed a small waiting room at the Hauptwache, a tramline crossing. The moral effect was not devastating, but
nevertheless, impressive. Of course, it did not affect - weeks after - a six year old boy, but after all these years it seems
to me, that it showed courage on the part of my parents to send one of their two children into a possible war zone.
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Self Portrait

There stands the old olive tree

Her trunk a gnarled witness to the years.
A thing not of beauty but of strength - - -
Of integrity.

The scars tell a story.

She has grown her share of fruit over the years
Which yields oil for light and nourishment
Rewarding labor

But olives are hitter:

“You have to develop a taste for them”

Many don't. "Why bother?”

Creatures are hiding

in the shelter of her branches - - -

Many, many.

The tree loves them all.

She is still growing, that old tree - - -

More slowly much more slowly.

It hurts to grow - - - it takes so much effort.
But grow she must.

How deep do the roots go?

How wide?

There is no telling.

Some inevitable day when she falls, dying,
Perhaps the hidden sources will be seen,
Briefly,

Before her essence rejoins the earth

That gave her birth.

Ursula Speier Growald, 1989

1967 - Ken, Eva and Marc Louria
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University, was Executive Editor of a feature news service and a part-time Special Correspondent to the Washington
Post. In 1974 he founded the Second Harvest Food Bank in San Jose, which became a model for others nationwide.

Paul was later appointed by Governor Jerry Brown to the California State Board of Food and Agriculture. In 1978 he
joined a Task Force appointed by the Dean of Agricultural Sciences at the University of California preparing a report
on the future of the state's agricuiture. He briefly studied in a PhD program at U.C. Davis in Human Ecology.

Before the 1980 New Hampshire
Presidential Primary Election Paul
spent some time in New England
near where we took vacations when
he was a child. While in Vermont he
visited Shelburne Farms, an
environmental education centet. His
guide that day was Eileen Rockefeller,
the Farm's Communications Director.
It was love at first sight. They were
engaged that summer and married in
Maine in August, [981.

1995 - 257 Paul Growald, 2.92 Eileen
Growald born Rackefeller, 1.39 Adam and
1.54 Daniel Growald.

They now are the proud parents of two sons, Adam and Daniel, born in 1985 and 1988. We say jokingly that Adam is
really not Eileen and Paul's first baby because in 1983 Eileen founded the Institute for the Advancement of Health. It
grew to be a prestigious and highly-regarded organization whose aim was to promote research and education about
the connections of the mind and body to health and illness. In 1995 she is a Director of North Country School where
she attended, at the Nueva School where Adam and Danny are enrolled, and is the founder of the Collaborative for
Social and Emotional Learning (CASEL), a national project at Yale University.

In 1981 Paul made a transition to the communications business. In 1985 he started and still manages Small Cities
Cable Television, an operator of cable systems in Vermont whete the family owns a home on Shelburne Farms. In
1995 Paul became Chairman of the California League of Conservation Voters and began a transition to a greater focus
on environmental advocacy and education.

Paul, Eileen, Danny and Adam are living happily in a nice house in San Francisco.

Prepared in Palo Alto, California, 1988.
Expanded by Eva Louria, edited and updated
in 1995 by Paul Growald, with additions.

Ursula died at home in Palo Alto in 1990, six days short of her seventieth birthday, following two years of brave,
difficult struggle with metastatic bone cancer. We all miss het.

In 1989 she wrote the following poem, which was published in Wounded Healers, Wounded Healer Press, Bolinas,
CA. 94924, 1994
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From there we moved to Kew Gardens Hills in Queens, New York where
we lived when Paul, our only child, was born in 1948. At this time Bert
went to night school at City College of New York, where he received his
B.S. degree after ten years of part-time study. Not long after Paul was
born we moved to Staten Island, New York. Four months later Daddy
had a slight stroke, stopped working and came to live with us for two
years. He then moved to a board and care facility on the Upper West
Side of Manhattan near Eva where his cousin Joseph Eskeles, lived.
Daddy died in July 1952.

Our little family moved frequently. From Queens we moved to Staten
Island, another borough of New York, and then Maywood and
Hackensack, New Jersey, Park Forest, lilinois, and to Kalamazoo,
Michigan before California.

in New Jersey Ursula and Bert had both became leaders in B'nai B'rith,
she as a chapter President and as an Anti-Defamation League officer
and a volunteer Dolls for Democracy program leader.

1948 - 4.39 Max Speier.

Park Forest, where we lived between 1957 and 1959, was one of the first planned communities in the U.S. It was a new
town built in the early 1950s on farmland 35 miles South of Chicago, and was later made famous by William Whyte in
his sociological study, The Organization Man.

While in Park Forest, Ursula became Chairman of a League of Women Voters study on Chicago atea water pollution in
1957 which received wide attention. Then when they moved away, Ursula and Bert Growald wrote their own chapter in
the town’s history by selling their house to a black college professor and his wife, the first African-American to live
there in a time of wide-spread de-facto housing segregation. The introduction to Professor Wilson came because Bert
was active in the Park Forest Human Relations Commission, which had discussed what actions to take if something
like this happened. The Growald's purely economic decision brought telephone threats and even an attempt to get
Bert fired from his job in Michigan.

Shortly after we arrived in Kalamazoo | was offered a fellowship for a MA. in Special Education at Western Michigan
University. After receiving my degree [ started working as a special education teacher in the Portage Public Schools,
just South of Kalamazoo. We felt settled there for the first time, living in the area for eight years while Paul grew up.
The Upjohn family and Company were very generous and helped support new art, music and nature centers of which
we often took advantage. Bert worked in a research job at the Allied Paper Corporation, and became a leader in efforts
to oppose extreme right wing elements who controlled of the Kalamazoo City Council.

We were warmly welcomed by the small Jewish community in Kalamazoo. Paul became Bar Mitzvah in the
Conservative Congregation of Moses and finished High School in the Portage schools. The day we drove him to
Evanston, lllinois to attend Northwestern University, Bert received an appointment in the research division of Varian
Associates, an electronics company in Palo Alto, California.

When we later moved to Northern California the family repeated a pattern when Bert went ahead to start a new job
while Ursula stayed behind in order to sell the family home, just as they had in the [llinois-Michigan move, and as her
father had done several times thirty years eatlier.

| went to work as a Diagnostician and certified Master Teacher for Learning Handicapped children in the Palo Alto
Unified School District. [ held that post for 20 years until my retirement in 1987. Ursula was active in school district
affairs as a representative of the California Teachers Association, and in the early 1970's was a pioneer in the use of
Apple microcomputers to help children leamn to read.

After graduation from college, Paul became a Corc Foundation fellow in San Francisco and received his MA. from
Occidental College, in Los Angeles. He then worked as Executive Assistant to Professor Paul R. Ehrlich at Stanford
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Despite the promotion, Daddy still had to sell and deliver merchandise. Because he had few mechanical skills, it was
difficult for him to learn to drive a car at age 50, an absolute necessity in his business. But he never complained, even
when forced to carry heavy samples cases in the Baltimore heat.

When my mother, sister and | arrived in Baltimore we were shocked in our search for an apartment by the
advertisements in the newspaper stating "No Jews”. We moved to an apartment in an area called Forest Park, one of
Baltimore's little ‘ghettoes’ where predominantly middle and upper-class fews lived. When she first arrived, Ursula
was asked to gave talks about life in the Netherlands to students at her school and others. In order to avoid animosity
against Germans and to help being accepted, she did not mention that she was, in fact, German. Although the family
only arrived from Holland during the spring of Ursula’s junior year in high school, speaking little English, she
graduated fourth in her Class of 1938 at Forest Park High School.

After graduation [ entered the evening "College for Teachers” at Johns Hopkins University. Women were not admitted
to day-time undergraduate programs there at that time. After graduation from john Hopkins {(Magna Cum Laude), |
received my B.A. and teaching credentials. Germany had revoked the family's citizenship, making the Speiers Stateless
Persons. Although [ had applied for citizenship and met all the qualifications, hatred of Germans ran so high that |
was initially denied citizenship because the judge considered me an “enemy alien.”

This made me ineligible to teach in the public schools. So [ accepted a position at Dr. Phelps’ school for cerebral
palsied children, in Towson, MD, a long and arduous trip from my house. The last 15 miles each way we rode in the
back of a panel truck with some makeshift benches inside.

After Eva’s graduation from High School she was accepted into the School for Occupational Therapy at Columbia
University in New York City. In 1947, at the beginning of Eva’s second year of OT training, mother died suddenly of
what we suspected as a reaction to a prescription drug. She was only 59. We packed up everything and put it in
storage and Daddy went to live with friends.

Eva graduated from Columbia in 1947 and started working as a Registered Occupational Therapist. She met Henry W.
{Hank) Louria, Jr. who was a first year medical student at Columbia Presbyterian Medical Center in New York City. They
were married in 1950. Two years later Kenneth Morgan Louria was born, followed twelve months later by his brother
Marc. We were living in New Jersey at the time so Eva and | and the boys were able to spend a lot of time together. We
all felt very close after that.

After Hank finished his medical residency in 1958, the Lourias moved to Los Angeles and later to Orange County,
where he opened a general surgery practice. Unfortunately, they divorced in 1970 after 23 years of marriage. Ken and
Marc both graduated from the University of California. Ken married Stacey Woolfson whom he had met while
attending Berkeley. After graduation they both worked for "Tree People’, a Los Angeles conservation group. Their son
Joshua was born in 1971 and daughter Erin 18 months later. The marriage ended in divorce.

In 1977 Eva received a Kellogg Foundation grant which aliowed her to enroll in an MS Degree program in Continuing
Education in Health Sciences at the University of British Columbia, in Vancouver, Canada. On returning to Los
Angeles she resumed work at Kaiser Permanente Hospitals, where she stayed until retirement in 1994. Marc continues
as a screen writer in San Francisco while Ken lives in Santa Monica with his children, Since 1981 he has been chief
engineer for several large commercial office and retail complexes and also is active in his synagogue. In 1995 Ken
began studying for a Master's Degree in Counseling. The same year he met Meredith Bilson, to whom he is engaged to
be married.

] met Bert Growald during the war in [anuary, 1942 in a volunteer First Aid class at the Red Cross Emergency Field
Unit. We were married after a brief courtship. At that time Bert was working as a civilian chemist for the US.
Government, a job which deferred him from military service. After the War we moved to Morristown, New Jersey where
Bert worked for a company making the first masking tape and other pressure sensitive tapes. | used to joke that he
was making red tape for the Army.
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My father was a good skier and hiker. We often went for long walks on weekends in the woods not far from Cologne.
We had a comfortable life, taking trips every summer and winter to the Hartz Mountains near my mother's family
home in Nordhausen or to Switzerland.

Every February there was a "Carnival” in Cologne like the one held now in New Orleans. Most people wore costumes
and danced and paraded through the streets. The route went by my Daddy's office, which was located across from the
Archbishop’s residence where the Mardi Gras parade passed. One year my parents gave a party with many friends
including their children, and they all came in costume. We watched the parade together and enjoyed the delicious
food. Eva and | had costumes depicting the famous 4711 Eau de Cologne, with original corkscrews and labels from
the factory.

The four of us lived in a large, 3-story house across from a red-stone Catholic church. The kitchen and wine cellar were
in the basement. A dumbwaiter went up and down to the dining room on the first floor, something we children
thought was great fun, particularly for playing tricks on the staff. We had a cook and a maid and later a man who drove
our Belgian Minerva touring car, one of the first in Cologne. My father was proud of the Minerva, but never learned to
drive it.

After Hitler came to power in 1933 our life changed a great deal. The bank was confiscated. We lost our house, moved
to a smaller home, and were compelled to attend a ‘Jewish School’ established by the government. Prior to that we
attended a Catholic school. Jews were officially excluded from participating in outside activities.

I particularly remember one example of life under the Nazis before we changed schools. In the spring of 1933 a big
rally was to take place in Cologne, including many dignitaries, perhaps Adolph Hitler among them. In one event,
school children were to present an exhibition where they performed exercises in unison. Our school was invited and
we were all very excited. Soon after we began what were to be many rehearsals, a teacher announced in front of the
whole school that Jewish children would not be allowed to take part. Then she asked us to leave. I remember feeling
very humiliated to be singled out.

By late 1933, less than a year after Hitler took power, - against my mother's wishes -, my father decided the family
must leave Germany. My mother's brother, George Bachman, urged us to join him in the United States. However,
since his mother and sister still lived in Kelsterbach, and his father-in-law in Nordhausen, my father was not prepared
to leave Europe. So in November we moved to Amsterdam, Holland where he went into a commodities business.

After about a year he discovered that his partner, Mr. Lichtenstein, was embezzling funds from the company. They
dissolved the partnership. After unsuccessfully attempting to establish himself in Belgium, my father decided in 1935
to join his brother-in-law in Baitimore, Maryland. Uncle George then sent us visas enabling us to leave Amsterdam in
May, 1937.

My Uncle George owned men’s haberdasheries in Norfolk, Virginia and Baltimore. After Daddy arrived from Holland,
George provided him with neckties which he sold by going from office to office in the Baltimore business district.

Before we arrived my father travelled to Nashville, Tennessee to see if his distant cousin, Fred Goldner Sr., could help
bring his sister, brother-in-law, and mother out of Germany. Fred Goldner, had been successful helping a great
number of Jews reach the States, But by this time the number had been limited and he was powerless to help.

When World War Il broke out we lost touch with our family in Germany. Not until after the war was over did we learn
that Meta and Bernhard had been transported to Poland and both perished. My grandmother, who had been placed in
an old-age home in Frankfurt, committed suicide along with several hundred other residents when they learned that
they were to be taken to a concentration camp.

Later, Max joined the Fuller Brush company and sold brushes to housewives, again door-to-door, in districts assigned
by the company. As a reserved, intellectual man, he was never comfortable with the rah-rah singing and salesmen'’s
meetings at Fuller Brush. But he was a very successful salesman, developing a following of loyal clients, and was soon
promoted to Area Manager. '
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1886 - Birth registration of 4,39
Marx (Max) Speier.

| believe my father then apprenticed as a bookkeeper. When World War | broke out, he was drafted into the German
Army. After a few months of service he contracted pneumonia and was discharged. This possibly saved his life, since
the mortality rate for German soldiers in the Great War was very high.

Daddy then went to work in Disseldorf as a clerk with Siegfried Falk and Company, a private bank. He eventually rose
through the ranks to become a partner. My mother, Paula Bacharach, and my Daddy met at the bank and were married
in 1919. I was born one year later. When [ was three the firm sent my father to open an office in Cologne and
appointed him the branch President. Shortly after our arrival in 1923, my sister Eva was born. My father was very
active in the Jewish community. We used to complain about his many board meetings at night, He was also an
intellectual, and a self-taught Goethe scholar.
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My Aunt Meta and Uncle
Bernhard Blumenthal lived
nearby in Frankfurt. He was a
German national distributor
for a Swiss watch company
and travelled a great deal.
Tanta Meta and Uncle
Bernhard were married more
than nine years before
succeeding in having a child.
Their daughter Margret was
vety bright, having taught
herself to read at the age
of four.

1888 - Birth registration of 4.22
Meta Speier.

Margret and her mother visited us in Amsterdam in 1936, where my family emigrated after Hitler came to power. We
tried to persuade my aunt to leave Margret with us for safety from the increasingly threatening environment in
Germany. But Tanta Meta could not face a separation. The trip was the last time 1 saw my only cousin in Germany.
They returned to Kelsterbach and shortly thereafter Margret contracted measles-meningitis and died. She was only 8

years old.

me. /-

e

__g/-(l-(‘f’ﬁ//’M e OOLLLLE /;.%/ 1881

Bor bem unleryeidineten Stombesbramten erfdien fente, ber

Berfdnlidleit nod

%Afm%/«zm G it 37

’J{Annnt._

2 oyt i Lo, s B rar bl st
/»/ Z,{m/wﬁd /,fﬁa'u- A i
Porams P i Baft gu. ﬂf&'f//rrf’m/’!
%‘z‘ M"’A /m..x; fé,j/ Dlsfigion, unb geigte an, baf von bz

.5‘“-7/

& A%.ﬁ;%/wmmm.
tookuhjaft %4//_44/44/

r
S fond il . i G 2 st S35
Lan swrad bt MMMMMA A
25, Jawet st #5375 iy tiZankd

ot g ﬁ!‘mﬁzw& T %;{q//m-{?/{m/ ﬂ“m-uﬁ%m@n/#.
Ao om v Jadc b Safred
faufend aft Gunbeel.. ,.‘.,,A,/m unb,%ﬂa«« o
um ,M Ul tin Rinb, o ' Tithim
. ADefdfeidin geboren worhen fei, yoelde. ...._.._.«séﬂlmmm
Vi P
exfalien abe
Bozgelelen, genehmigt unb, = /4_// Lt s

0T T g/ﬁ,ﬂ

Der -Stanbedleamie
W

149




See Ursula’s story below.

3.44 Eva Louria born Speier
Born 23.11.1923 Cologne

Graduated 1948 from Columbia University, NY City in Occupational Therapy. Graduated 1971 from Fullerton State
University, B.S in Speed Path. Graduated 1975 from University of British Columbia in Vancouver, MEd. in Continuing

Education of Health Sciences.

Family Memoir
by
Ursula Speier Growald

(with additions by her sister Eva Speier Louria and son Paul Growald)

1988 - 3.42 Ursula Growald born Speiet.

My grandparents, Bernhard and Babette Speier, lived in a little house at
Neue Kelsterbacher Strasse 13 in Kelsterbach, near Frankfurt, Germany.
Their children were Max, my father, and (Tante) Meta, his younger sister.
My recollections of my grandfather, Opa, who died in 1926 when [ was
only six years old, are vague. However, | remember my grandmother
vividly as a tiny (under 5 feet), kind and determined woman.

(Kelsterbach is today the closest community to the Frankfort
International Airport, only one train stop from the airport station.)

The house where my grandparents lived had two-stories, with a shop on
the first floor and living quarters upstairs. Although it was located in
the ‘new’ part of Kelsterbach, all the houses in the neighborhood stood
wall-to-wall, right by the sidewalk. So, when you left my Grandparents’
home you stepped right onto the street. In 1988 when my husband Bert,
my son Paul and [ visited, it was still the same, with display windows in
front for the shoe store which now is housed there.

In the 1920's when | was a child the home had no indoor plumbing. It
seemed strange 1o a little girl, used to all the amenities in a big city to
have only cold water, pumped from a well into the kitchen sink, and to
have to go outside for other purposes. The house had a large back yard
where my grandmother grew vegetables. One of my most precious
memories is going out there, picking tomatoes, and eating them stil!
warm from the sun.

Another vivid memory is the baking Aunt Meta and Oma did. They made special apple and plum cake, sometimes
with plums from Oma's tree. When we visited, Eva and | were allowed to lick the spoon and scrape out the baking
dish, something which did not happen at our home, Plum cake is still one of my very favorites, particularly when the

plums are fresh at Pesach.

The Kelsterbach synagogue, a small building which had been converted from a house, was located right next door to
my grandmother's home. To have the schul so close was convenient for both my grandparents, and my aunt and uncle
and their daughter, all of whom were very Orthodox. When visiting our house, | remember that my cousin Margret
would not drink the milk until she was convinced it was strictly Kosher.

I particularly remember one summer when my sister and | visited Kelsterbach without our parents. Tanta Meta took
us to a village fair and gave us some money to play ring toss, pitch-a-penny and other games. We had never done

anything like that before.
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1913 - Marriage registration of 4.38 Bernhardt Blumentha} and 4.22 Meta Speier.

We know that at the beginning of the World War Il she lived with her daughter 4.37 Meta Biumenthal born Speier and
her son-in-law 4.38 Bernhard Blumenthal. When her daughter and son-in-law were deported in 1939, she moved to an
old aged person’s residence. Upon being informed that she was to be deported, she commited suicide in 15.3.1942.

According to the book ‘Jewish Cemeteries in Frankfurt’, {in German), written by Klaus Meier-Ude, which is a most
interesting and reliable source, 800 Jews committed suicide in order to avoid deportation. All of these tombstones
including that of Babette Speier born Eskeles have the same shape and the same inscritption in Hebrew saying:

"Died as a Martyr,
Let her soul rest in peace”.

5.25 Bernhard Speier
Born 17.3.1853 in Burghaun
Died 6.11.1926 in ? (near Frankfurt/M)

3.42 Ursula Growald born Speier
Born 25.6.1920 Dusseldorf
Died 19.6.1990 Palo Alto

147



/m,&lu" prm /jﬂ.- o’
/ i ird e 4 “'/”" Re, ber Serfontidileit nad

/ﬁ ﬂ/%f'{‘/ﬁ / 4 am ot seudunnt
Zé ;aj‘/fw ,a,"_‘:m{..luuimb adit ﬁunbcd,..?/&’aig unb%&%&" %yy . Jafte alt, wolfnhaft gu,,W

Boc bem untergeidneten Etandesbeamten erjdienen frute gum

. Broedte ber Ghefdiliegung: : @(%Zmzﬁ&
/ g . / L tecidm, “%.da“-;..@mz/aﬂn.&f;ﬁw__ A /,g.,,,.. A

// Lt s snaidd usidon ber Peefonlitleit nad;
- 7 /@{ .. bee Perfanticiteit nodh oale /g‘m“}:z"-_.._J?L cf% Lt
,’r..e ‘/}'/ = /’L u.r.‘;:;-:w s . A A £ , o .'
/,‘ A oy P /%M o mf an ‘,4.¢_..n . .Qebre alt, mohngaft 51@%}5;4/
(jjﬁ e S i J/ AT et ::ung Fs é&m— Weligion, geboren bm/m fx‘? /‘Jd‘a 7' 7

. ST
/g'/;‘.n r;/x/f'/#. R AT //E..-s bes Qabred toujenb ndt i]lmbl.’t?

/jy’“# 5 /%,» ,..-; %“.(} ...Jj,m../ M (zriﬁ;.m/‘] Jn Gegenwazt ber Beugen ridlete ber Stonbedbeamie on

I T bie Mecoblen eingeln und nad) einamber bie Groge:
IS ,”M / o /’yt/lsﬂtwmbmfta //

ob fie extidren, baf fie bie @he mit cinauber eimgefiern wollen.
, s Die Dexlobien bGeantworielen bicfe Frage bejofend unb cxfolple
wvr e ;/./& , ,,/f‘: ?i“ﬁ'“g bEE) Qilgbiprgudj b;it Giglnb:éﬁegmign, bég [ertrte :;;;inmtbr
s e, L2 - - vaft o8 Oefelies fiir teditmafip uerbunbene Ghelente evflfive,
- ;Z"{ ‘{;:7 uf-:-/v/ - Solin bfn-fl#mﬁuwﬁf& .Z.:r&« u-u—d.",.
:”‘ Relar a2 LT s

S ,‘,./»’,.,‘K L E /éﬂmal'n%mVW%n éé‘“"é&' ey
i e jnﬁrw S rese sltidy e

,..,,‘l ; e 7 ’ /
/4744. T il

A‘.?:. "
A ris) g L g

lw f....(

. )/fff/m‘/wfﬁ, s

p;‘,d.._.mﬁ,éf/ bee Pecntidlels nady

n@':f!unn!
(// u‘ Yee / / i il mamnn LAl /;/....‘-Uiehgwn geborent Bet T sl C;JQ/ Burgelefem, genehmigt und. A%
' ﬁWW
‘“‘;‘ﬂ""“ / // ..-41“ LA ffﬂu.‘fnr _be9 Dafres taufend ot Bunbert|

4./4‘.‘4’ 3 Lo A &..;M/f/.-

/)ﬂu P bl ﬁaz.yjyﬁkumy?f%pﬁu{, dlla}ﬁ’éf?ﬂj‘@% M

f\‘:‘i’ Zyw/ﬂ-wféw e r wofokalt a";gjfmﬂll/& _%M N R
@z e ,ﬂ/

Fodter beu unﬁ’jmrfamw 'é«%«m’ o 7o m&»
N g_{ﬂ’a{/';; B o v/ e ANy Der Btanpefbeamie
2 L3 5 'y “;‘?" ?/ upprT g W 5

dén/nx/ ZA"‘M&M“. %nngtmumunbaﬁ Iﬂlé “

b v/ﬁ ﬁii’mﬁ j

1886 - Marriage registration of 5.25 Bernhardt Speier and 5.3 Bettchen Babette Eskeles.

Very little information has been uncovered relating details of her childhood. We only know that in 1859 her father
purchased a house with a garden in the Neue Kelsterbacher Strasse. We find this same house mentioned by her

granddaughter 3.42 Ursula Growald born Speier in the description of her youth - see below, and by 3.8 Hans
Goldschmidt (see biographies of Line 1) in his story.

in 1886 Babette married 5.25 Bernhard Speler who came from Burghaun and they lived in Kelsterbach. Both, Ursula
Growald and Hans Goldschmidt remember the garden with its fruits and vegetables, and the cakes she used to bake.
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LINE 8

For biographies of previous generations and the Eskeles family in Kelsterbach - see Line 1.

5.3 Babette Speier born Eskeles
Born 12.11,1857 in Kelsterbach
Died 15.3.1942 in Frankfurt/Main

Babette Bettchen Eskeles was born in Kelsterbach near Frankfurt/Main in 1857 as the fourth child of Abraham and
Hannche Eskeles. Later, another sister and brother were born.
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1857 - Birth registration of

5.3 Babette Bettchen Eskeles.
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3.40 John {Jack) Schulie
Born 19.7.1925 in St. Louis, MO.
Died 10.5.1957 in St. Louis, MO,
Source: Adrienne Solomon, John Doyle

Jack when he was still a young child had a serious accident falling down the staircase which left him crippled and sick
for the rest of his short life. He became a lawyer and dealt mainly with criminal litigation. At this time he met Cornelia
Dorothy Corey Brockschmitt Krech, who worked with the local police department. Corey, who was the first woman to
be employed by the St. Louis police, was divorced and had 2 children from her first marriage: Robert Jan and Sally
Ann. Jack married Corey in 1956 and adopted Corey's children. They are the only ones in the United States bearing the
name Eskeles. Jack and Corey had 1 child 2.55 Maria Cynthia Eskeles born 30.10.1956 in St. Louis, MQ. Jack died in
1957, 15 months after his marriage.
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1890 - Cover page from the family book of 5.5 Max and 5.29 Dorothea Eskeles.

4.34 Irwin Herman Eskeles
Born 10.11.1897 in St.Louis, MO.
Died 12.7.1967 in St. Louis, MO.
Source: Adrienne Solomon

"Irwin attended Washington University School of Medicine in St. Louis and graduated as an
M.D. He went to work in another doctor’s office and met Maria {Maury) Schulte, who also
worked there. They were married ca 1924 despite the difference in religion - Maury was
Catholic. They had two children, Jack born in 1925 and Joan, born in 1929.

Irwin did convert to Catholicism approximately 10 years after his marriage to Maury. In no
way did that estrange him from the family. We respected his decision.

Irwin went into private practice of medicine and was a most successful, well-thought-of
doctor. He did much charity work and never turned a patient away because he was unable to
pay. In later years, he had to give up his private practice'due to a sever heart condition. He
was unable to continue his strenuous routine and long hours-making house calls day and
night.

1912 - 4.34 Irwin Eskeles

At one point he did return to school to study dermatology, and subsequently opened another office as a

dermatologist.

[rwin was a wonderful husband and father. The heartbreak of his life was the unfortunate physical condition of his
son, Jack. It was undoubtedly very had for a father, who was also a physician, seeing his beloved son failing more each

year. Jack died in 1957 at the age of 32. Irwin, died in 1967 at the age of 70.”
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4.35 Adrian Joel Eskeles
Born 30.1.1891 in St. Louis MQ.
Died 13.4..1968 in Coral Gables, FL.
Source: Adrienne Solomon

"He attended an exclusive school for boys, Smith Academy. Immediately after
graduating from high school. He went to work for his uncle Abe Manheimer, who
owned a manufacturing business of some sort. He met Birdie Werner in 1910 (he was
19, she was 15) and they were married in St. Louis in 1914, At about that time he
opened a small retail store selling hosiery and gloves, known as "The Glove Shop”. He
remained in that business until Max died, at which time he took over Max's lines and
was quite successful. He was a hard, conscientious worker. Upon his retirement he
moved to Florida.

{913 - 435 Adrian ). Eskeles.

During World War 11, to do his part, he took a second job in a war plant,
McQuay Norris, where he was an Inspector, overseeing the making of
bullet casings. He was a quiet conservative man, not interested in an
active social life, His main goal in life was to be a good husband, father
and grandfather.

1913 - 4.36 Birdie Eskeles born Werner.

He was the complete family man, being also a caring brother, uncle, and cousin. Birdie and Adrian moved to Florida
when 1 did, because to be apart from his family was unthinkable. He went to work for Edward in the mattress business.
QOriginally he planned to work short hours just to pass the time, but he became so interested and enthused about
what he was doing that he worked all day, every day, and became an important cog in the business - taking charge of
all inventories. He was forced to retire at the age of 77, due to poor health and died about 6 months later of a massive
stroke.

It is hard to write objectively about my father. He was
such a good, gentle man, but I guess not very colorful. He
was so adored by his grandsons who thought their
“"Papaw” was the greatest. [ do know that he worked 6
days a week until they were born and then stopped
working on Saturday to spend that day with them - that
was aritual he continued until his death. It was through
his efforts that they learned of the zoo, the museums, the
botanical gardens, etc. He was the one to take them to

1938 - Adrian and Birdie Eskele& o t_he railroad switching yards and to the place where the

firemen trained. He was the one who bought and set up
the electric train set and saw that they had the latest and best trucks. He attended all of their baseball and fastball
games and cheered them on. I suppose he was a typical grandfather, but I do believe that he gave more of himself
than most and had a wonderful time doing it. This was his pleasure and joy and it was really what he was all about.”
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LINE 7

5.5 Max Mayer Eskeles
Born 3.10.186] in Kelsterbach
Died 27.8.1923 in St. Louis, Mo.
Source: Adrienne Solomon

"Max Eskeles came to the United States sometime in the 1880's. He was
told to contact the Joel Manheimer family (Joel was the brother of his
mother, Hannah). Joel was married to Rosalia who came to the U.S. as a
young girl (I have an embroidered 'sampler’ that she made and it is dated
1848 in America). Joel and Rosalia had 9 children - the sixth born was
Dorothea. Max married Dorothea Manheimer in 1890 and had two sons:
Adrian Joel born in 1891 and Irwin Herman born in 1897, both in St. Louis
MO.

5.5 Max Meyer Eskeles.

6.17 Joel Mannheimer, father of 6.38 Rosalie Mannheimer born Mass. 5.29 Dorothea Dora Mannheimer.
5.29 Dorothea Mannheimer.

[ have no idea how my grandfather became involved in his business. He was a manufacturer's representative for
factories that made decorations and findings for hat and shoe manufacturers. [ believe it was a most lucrative
business in his day. The women’s hats were decorated with flowing feathers and plumes, and the shoes were
embellished with cut steel buckles - all expensive items. [ have also been told that my grandparents lived very well.
They had a lovely, large home in a most desirable neighborhood. They had many servants, and entertained lavishly
and extensively. They were quite social, had many friends and attended concerts and theater. Also, they were quite
religious and attended synagogue regularly. They were members of Temple Israel, a reform temple that joel
Manheimer had joined when it was first formed.

Unfortunately, Dora took sick at a very young age with what was called “creeping paralysis” (probably Parkinson’s
Disease). Max saw that she was well taken care of and had nurses in the house at all times. She died in 1921, at the
age of 54. At that time, my grandfather and uncle Irwin moved in with us and lived with us until Max died in 1923 (of a
ruptured appendix). He was 62 years old when he died.

I wish | had known him better. My mother always spoke so highly of him. She really considered him not just a
father-in-law, but a good friend. Believe it or not, he was the one who taught her how to play bridge and introduced
her to smoking cigarettes! He was a most liberal man for his time.”
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2.48 Janet Gayle Rose
Born 29.9.1955 in Birmingham, ALA.

Janet is the third daughter of Kurt and Dorothy Rose. She graduated
from Meridian, SR. high school in 1973, Received her bachelors
degree in psychology from the University of Florida, moved to
Nashville, TN. where she met Dave Blum. Married Dave on
18.11.1984 in Chicago, IL. Dave and Janet now reside in Wilmette, IL.,
a suburb of Chicago, where they have 2 children, Meryl, born
19.2.1986 and Andrew, born 29.22.1988. Janet is now president of
ORT (Organization for Rehabilitation through Training) chapter in
Wilmette and is an avid tennis player.

2.47 Yaron Pukach
Born 30.10.1952 in Hadera, Israel
Source: Kurt Rose

1971-74 LD.F.

1978 B.Sc. in electronics & electrical engineering, Memphis, TN.
1979-80 Engineer, Prestone Tire & Rubber.

1980-83 Software engineering course, General Electric Co.

1983-86 Senior software engineer, Tadiran, USA.

1986  Network product development manager, Tadiran, Israel.
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1089 - 2.38 David Blum, 2.48 Janet Blum born Rose,
1.29 Meryl and .57 Andrew Blum.




Sharon received her education at Public Schools in Maryland, graduating from High School. She attended the
University of Maryland where she received her B.A. degree in Business Administration, graduating in January 1981.
She worked in private employment until her first child was born.

Sharon and Jeffrey have three children, {.37 Mallery Susan, 1.38 Corey Howard and 1.97 Kyle Bryan.

2,54 Jeffrey Cohen
Born 24.3,1958 in Washington, D.C.
Source: Werner Rose

Jeffrey, son of Ruth and Herbert Cohen attended Public Schools in Maryland, graduating from High School in 1976. He
started to work for a local grocery food chain - Giant Food. After two years with Giant Food, he entered their
apprentice program in the meat department from which he graduated after two years. He has since been employed in
their meat department.

2.53 Raymond Alan Rose
Born 28.4.1961 in Washington, D.C.
Source: Werner Rose

Raymond attended Public Schools in Montgomery County, MD., graduating from Northwood High School in 1979. He
then attended the Montgomery County College and the University of Maryland for two years, majoring in Theatre.
Since then he has been working for a bookstore, which specializes in Science Fiction and Comic books.

2.45 Carol Ann Rose Appel
Born 17.10.195 in Meridian, MS
Source; Kurt Rose

Carol was educated in public schools in Meridian, MS. and graduated from high school there. She received her
bachelors in social work from the University of Cincinnati in 1973. Married Les Appe! on 17.6.1973 in Meridian, MS.
Moved to Cleveland, Ohio and worked as social worker for childrens services, a private agency, for three vears after
which time became a sales associate for a wholesale record distributor. Upon Les' graduation from podiatry school,
moved to Cincinnati, Ohio where she became a manager of a record store. Carol then became a sales representative
for a private telephone company for 2 years. Carol and Les have two chiidren, Ben, born 13.4.1982 and Denise, born
13.2.1987. Carol and Les continue to reside in Cincinnati, Ohio where Les operates a podiatry practise. Les and Carol
also operate a separate business called ‘Stable Step’ that distributes shoe soles called 'Power Step’. Both are very
involved in their conservative synagogue and Carol continues to be an avid collector of Rock N'Rol! records.

2.46 Arlene Susan Rose
Born 26.8.1954 in Meridian, Mississipi
Source: Kurt Rose

1972 Graduated from Meridian High School.
University of Georgia, Athens, GA.

1976 BSW - Bachelor degree in social work.

1978 World Union of Jewish students, Arad, Israel.
QOrientation course for social workers,

1978-79 Ministry of Labour & Social Welfare, Israel.

1976-78 Counselor, Atlanta Center for reproductive health.
1979-80 Jewish Community Center, Nashville

1982-83 Community worker Monticelli area, Charlottesvilie, VA,
1985-86 Director social services, Betany Gardens, Clearwater, FL.
1990 Social worker Geriatric Medical Center, Natanya, israel.

Married Yaron Pukach 12.8.1979,
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After moving back to Nashville: Chairman of Jewish Singles and the President of the B'nai Brith Lodge.

3.38 Werner Ludwig Rose
Born 19.10.1922 in Hannover, Germany
Parents: 4.30 Johanna Mayerfeld and 4.32 Leopold Rose
Source: Werner Rose

Werner attended Grammar School for 4 years and the High School for 3 years in Hannover until he had to leave
school because he was a jew. He then started apprenticeship with a company that manufactured uniforms and also
had a retail store. He worked there for one year and a half until the business was destroyed in the Kristall Nacht' in
1938, In January 1939 he emigrated with his parents to the U.S. and settled in Nashville, TN., where his brother Kurt
Rose was living with Fred Goldner Sr.'s family since July 1937.

Werner attended night school in Nashville, worked in a wholesale house and then in a photo finishing plant, until he
entered the U.S. Army in July 1943, being assigned to the U.S. Army Engineers. He served in the China - Burma - [ndia
theatre of war, working at both ends of the Burma road, first in India and then at Kunming, China, while attached to
the Burma Road Engineers. He was dischaged in january 1946 with the rank of Sergeant.

Werner attended Photography School and worked for two years as portrait photographer in Washington, DC. He then
entered the retail trade working for a local department store, becoming department manager. Joined a men'’s clothing
store as buyer, rejoined the department store as merchandise manager and then worked for 17 years, until his
retirement in 1990, as manager in several local stores of a chain of men’s clothing stores. He is now affiliated with
another local department store, working on a part time basis.

Married on 19.1.1957 in Washington, DC. 3.39 Evelyn Helfer. They have two children, 2.52 Sharon Lynn, born 24.9.1958
and 2.53 Raymond Alan, born 28.4.1961.

3.39 Evelyn Helfer
Born 26.5.1928 in Birmingham, ALA.
Married Werner L. Rose on 19.1.1957
Source: Werner Rose

Evelyn was educated in the Public Schools of Birmingham, ALA, where she received her high school education. She
worked there for an insurance company, then moving to Washington, D.C., took a job as legal secretary in the
Government Accounting Office and later with the Bureau of Customs. She left the Government employment in 1958
after her daughter Sharon was born. She later returned to work for the US Government, working for the Agency for
International Development, a branch of the US Department of State, from which she retired after 20 years of service
in 1990

2.50 Robin Lynn Rose
Born 4.2.1964, Meridian MS
Source : Kurt Rose

Attended and graduated from Wharton Elementary, Bellevue Middle and Hillwood High School in Nashville, TN.

Attended University of Tennessee, Knoxville for one year, then Nashville Technical Institute for two years with a
degree in computer accounting.

Active member of the Junior Chamber of Commerce, Board member.
Chairman of 1992 Pre-Clinic Bowl Theatre Party.

2,52 Sharon Lynn Rose
Born 24.8.1958 in Washington, D.C.
Married on 8.6.1980 to 2.54 Jeffrey Cohen
Source: Werner Rose
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3.37 Paula Rose
Born 24.12.1912 in Hannovet
Died 15.12.1992 in Washington, DC
Source: Werner Rose

Paula was educated in Hannover, attending Lyceum | and the Hedwig High School. She also attended a home
economics school in Detmold. She served her apprenticeship with a large ladies speciality store, Gebrader Hirschfeld.
She worked for this store for several years before coming associated with a speciality store handling ladies ready to
wear made of wool only. She worked for this store until her emigration to the United States in 1938. A friend of hers,
Margot Green, a lawyer who worked for the National Labor Relations Board, provided her with the affidavit which was
necessary for the entry to the US.A. She worked for this family as a live-in-nanny for its two children for about two
years until her marriage to 3.36 Eric Rapp. She then went to work for a speciality store until she retired, having worked
there for about 20 years.

3.36 Eric Rapp
Born 30.5.1909 in Gross-Umstadt
Source: Werner Rose

Eric attended High School until ‘Obersekunda’, then went to work as apprentice in a Export-lmport business of Ebalo
AG. In 1931 he moved to K&In (Cologne) and worked in a men's clothing shop of which he became manager until 1933
when he was forced to leave due to Nazi persecution. He then went to work in a shop in Frankfurt/M. until leaving for
the United States in 1936. He had received the affidavit from a friend of his father, President of Philip Bros. in New
York City. In 1936 he joined Lansburgh's Department Store in Washington, DC. as salesman in the men’s wear
department. After successfully working as buyer, merchandise manager and branchstore manager, he retired from this
company in 1973, He then worked as store manager for a fine men'’s speciality store until his retirement in 1983.

3.32 Kurt Rose
Born 20.6.1920 in Hannover, Germany
Parents: 4.30 Johanna Mayerfeld and 4.32 Leopold Rose
Source: Kurt Rose

Absolved Elementary and High School in Hannover (1936).
1936-37 Trade School as apprentice butcher and worked in father's butcher shop
and sausage factory.

Emigrated to U.S. in 1937, went to Nashville, TN. and lived with Fred Goldner St.
and family. Fred Goldner also brought Kurt's parents, Leo & Hanna Rose and
brother Werner to the States.

Attended Watkins Institute Night School in Nashville and took courses in
bookkeeping and public speaking.

From 1937 to 1941 worked as stock clerk for Sam Levy & Co., Wholesale Shoe
Co. From 1941 to 1968 for Biiou Amusement Co., a chain of theatres. [n 1945

1990 - 3.32 Kurt Arthur Rose.

transferred to Meridian, MS., to manage a theatre. He then went into food business until his return to Nashville, TN.
where he worked in a delicatessen, sold automobiles, was manager of an auto parts store, a frozen yoghurt store and
worked for a bakery.

Married to Joan Loeb in Meridian, MS. in 1947. Joan died in October 1950 after giving birth to Carol. Married Dorothy
Joseph of Birmingham, AL. in June 1952. Had four more daughters. Arlene, Janet, Ellen and Robin. Dorothy died in
October 1972. There were two brief marriages in 1973 and 1982, both ending in divorce.

Vice President of Nashville Temple Youth. In Meridian: MS. Chapter Chairman, American Red Cross; President of
Temple; President of junior Chambre of Commerce, President of B'nai Brith Lodge.
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slaughter and sell kosher meat, but there was evidently a surplus of kosher butchers in Neustadt, and it was decided
to move to Hannover, where there was more opportunity. Leopold purchased a building in downtown Hannover and
established a retail meat business called ‘G'. Rose Wurstfabrik, Hannover', the ‘G’ standing for Golda, a very unusual
matter in these days.

In 1901-1902 he received training in the
German Army in the field artillery, joined the
reserves and then was called to active duty in
1914. He served both in France and on the
eastern front until the end of the war in
1919.His first wife Johanna Blumenthal died
on 6.7.1913, They had one daughter, 3.37
Paula.

After the end of the war, 5.25 Bernhard and
4.22 Meta Speier introduced Leo Rose to
Meta's first cousin, 4.30 Johanna Mayerfeld,
and they were married in Biebesheim on
19.8.1919. Their first son, 3.32 Kurt Arthur was
born 20.6.1920, their second son 3.38 Werner
Ludwig was born 19.10,1922.

1959 - 4,32 Leopold Rose and 4.33 johanna Rose born Blumenthal.

With exception of four years, when the business was closed while he served in the German Army during World War 1,
the business flourished until 1933, when the Nazis came to power. [t was finalty closed down in 1938, because as a
Jew, he was denied access to the local cattle market. In January 1939 he emigrated to the USA. with his wife and son
Werner, due to the efforts of Fred Goldner Sr.

Leo, Hanna, Kurt and Werner Rose then lived together in Nashville for a few years. Leo briefly worked for a meat
packing company and aiso had for a while the meat department in a small grocery store.

In 1949 Leo and Hanna moved to Hyattsville, MD. to live with Werner and later moved to an apartment in Silver
Spring. Hanna died on 16.10.1968 and Leo died on 20.2.1971 in the Hebrew Home for the Aged of Greater Washington
in Rockville, MD.

4.27 Johanna Mayerfeld
Born 3.6.1891 in Biebesheim
Died 16,10.1968 in Silverspring, MD
Source: Werner Rose

Daughter of 5.4 Amalie Mayerfeld born Eskeles and 5.24 Leopold Mayerfeld. Attended school in Biebesheim and High
School in Gross-Gerau. After the death of her father she lived and worked briefly in Frankfurt/M., until her marriage in
1919 to 4.32 Leopold Rose. They had two children, 3.32 Kurt Arthur and 3.38 Werner Ludwig.

She emigrated in January 1939 with her husband and son Werner to the U.S.A. after having received the necessary
affidavit from her Ist cousin Fred Goldner Sr. To a large degree it was through her continued correspondence with
Hortense Foyer, her first cousin and Fred Goldner Sr.'s youngest sister, that led to Fred Goldner Sr.’s. contacts with a
large number of his relatives in Germany and to his initiative to provide them with the necessary papers in order to
help them to escape the Nazi persecution of Jews in Germany. Johanna, or Hanna as she was usually called, started
this correspondence during the first World War, even while Germany and the U.S. were at war. She managed to send
mail to the U.S. through a girlfriend who took it to mail from Holland, a country which was neutral at that time. |
always remember her telling us of receiving packages from Hortense Foyer after the war, with items of clothing and
food, such as canned milk. She continued this correspondence until her emigration to the United States.

Both Leopold Rose and Johanna Rose are buried in the Achduth Chevrah Section of Mount Lebanon Cemetary in
Hyattsville, MD, a suburb of Washington, DC.
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2.42 Diane Becker Mayerfeld
Born 14.10.1956 in Wilrijck, Belgium
Source: Ernest Maverfeld

She attended private and public schools in Maryland, Frankfurt,
Zurich, and Helsinki. Diane received her BA from Harvard
University in 1977. She worked as an environmentalist for the
United States Government from 1977 until 1980, when she
resumed her studies and obtained a Masters Degree in
Environmental Science from Yale University in 1982,

Since 1982, until the present time, Diane has been employed asa
senior environmentalist for the State of Connecticut. From 1987
until 1988, Diane was an environmental consultant for the County
Council of Surrey, England, while her husband was in England on
a Fulbright Scholarship.

Diane married Michael Bell, an author and environmentalist on
May I, 1983, in Connecticut. At the time of the compilation of this
history, he was a Ph.D. candidate at Yale University. Diane and
Michael have one son, Samuel Wade Beil, born on July 7, 1989.

1995 - 2.95 Michael Bell, 2.42 Diane Bell born Becker Mayerfeld and 1.88
Samuel Wade Bell.

2.43 Jason Matthew Mayerfeld
Born 4.10.1963 in New York, NY
Source: Ernest Mayerfeld

Jason (Jamie) attended public and private schools in Maryland, Zirich
and Helsinki. He eamned his BA from Oberlin College in 1985. From
1985-86 he was a Fulbright Scholar in Bogota, Colombia. At the time of
the compilation of this history he was a PH.D. candidate in Political
Theory at Princeton University.

lason is now (1992) Assistant Professor of Political Science at the
University of Washington, in Seattle, Washington, USA.

1995 - 2,43 J]amie Mayerfeld.

4.32 Leopold Rose
Born 30.9.1879 in Neustadt am Rilbenberge near Hannover.
Died 20.2.1971 in Rockville, MD
Source: Kurt and Werner Rose

Son of Abraham Rose, a cattie dealer and butcher, and Golda born Bloch, Attended school in Neustadt until 1895
when the family moved to Hannover after his father passed away. He then helped his mother start a meat business
and helped support his family. Possibly he attempted, prior to his father Abraham's death, to obtain a license to
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2.41 Pamela Mayerfeld
Born 10.7.1958 in Chicago, IL
Source: Ernest Mayerfeld

Pamela Maverfeld attended public schools in Evanston, lllinois, and received her BS and MS degrees from Stanford
University. She worked for years as an electronical engineer and at the time of the compilation of this history she was
working in marketing in Palo Alto, California.

She is married to Richard Hallsted and they have two daughters, Kristin, born in 1990 and Kimberley born in 1993,

3.30 Ernest Mayerfeld
Born: 10.10.1925 in Frankfurt/M
Source: Ernest Mayerfeld

After a brief period in pubtic school, he was expelled because he was
Jewish and entered the Philantropin where he remained until he
emigrated to England in December 1938. After staying with family
friends in London for one week, he was fortunately reunited with his
parents who succeeded to obtain the necessary German exit permits
and were able to emigrate to England, bribing some anonymous Nazi
official. Ernest remained in London with his parents until April 1939
when they emigrated to the United States. He graduated from high
school in Brooklyn, NY and then worked as a clerk in a law firm until
he was drafted into the US Army in March 1944,

1975 - 3.30 Ernest Mayerfeld.

Ernest served as a private in the [nfantry and was slightly wounded near Bastogne during the “Battle of the Bulge” on
January 1945, In June 1945, Ernest re-claimed the family house in Frankfurt. He served out his military service with the
US Army of Occupation in Berlin until he was discharged in April 1946.

After he left the Service, he attended Brooklyn College from 1946-47, where he met a brilliant fellow-student, Marilyn
Ehrlich, the daughter of a pharmacist. Ernest then attended the University of Michigan, where he received his BA in
1950 and a ID in 1951.

From 1951-71, Ernest worked for the Foreign Service of the United States, serving in Washington, Munich, Brussels,
Istanbul, Frankfurt, Zurich, and Helsinki. From 1975 until his retirement from government service in 1986, he worked
as a lawyer for the Central Intelligence Agency in Washington. Ernest is currently engaged in private law practice in
Washington, D.C.

On November 7, 1954, Emest married Marilyn Ehtlich in New York.
Marilyn received her BA from Brooklyn College and has done graduate
work in sociology at Columbia University. Marilyn has worked
periodically in Washington, DC and abroad, conducting social
research for government and private institutions. Marilyn and Ernest
have two children: Diane Becker and Jason Matthew.

1965 - 3.31 Marilyn Mayerfeld born Ehrlich.
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and almost immediately received severe shrapnel wounds. After his second convalescence he remained in garrison
duty until the war ended. In 1919 he married 4.62 Ida Becker.

Ida Becker was born in Stammheim, Oberhessen, Kreis Friedberg. She was the youngest of four children of Leopold
and Kathe Becker. Leopold Becker was a wholesale dealer in dry goods and also ran a generai store in Stammbheim.
Before she married Arthur, Ida Becker worked as a secretary in Kaiserslautern. Arthur and Ida were married on
December 19, 1919 and moved to Frankfurt/M, where they had two children, Walter and Ernest.

Arthur remained in the leather trade and established his own leather wholesale business in Offenbach in 1927. The
business prospered until Kristallnacht (1938), when the premises were demolished and looted. Soon afterwards
Arthur and Ida left Germany for England, where they remained until April 1939 when they emigrated to the United
States. Their immigration was sponsored by 4.23 Fred Goldner of Nashville, Tenn., the son of Henrietta (Jettchen)
Goldner. Ida died in New York in 1944.

In 1945 Arthur remarried to Fanny Mayer. He continued to work in the leather business in New York until his death in
1952. Fanny died in 1978 in New York.

3.28 Walter Mayerfeld
Born 3.1.1921 Frankfurt/M
Died 26.12.1983 Evanston 1i.
Source: Ernest Mayerfeld

Walter Mayerfeld attended primary school in the Philantropin (the school of
the Jewish congregation in Frankfurt). He started high school in the Adolf
Hitler Schule, from which he was soon expelled because he was Jewish, and
returned to the Philantropin. In 1936, his family sent him to London to attend
the Leather Sellers Technical College to learn the tanning trade. Walter
emigrated to the United States in 1938, also sponsored by 4.23 Fred Goldner.
Walter worked in tanneries in Maine and New Jersey until he entered the US
Army in 1942. During World War II, Walter served as a Military Police non-
commissioned officer in various military installations throughout the United
States until his discharge in March 1946.

1961 - 3.28 Walter Mayerfeld.

In 1950 Walter married Steffi Roberts {name was anglicized from Rosenbaum). They had two children, Russell and
Pamela. Walter moved from New York to the Chicago area in 1951 where he established a successful business as a
sales representative for various leather goods manufacturers.

Walter's marriage to Steffi ended in divorce. He then married Dorothy Valko which in 1967 also ended in a divorce,
and in 1972 he married Irene Simon of Chicago, }l. He died on December 26, 1983. Like his grandfather Leopold, he
died of complications from abdominal surgery.

2.40 Russell K. Mayerfeld
Born 25.5.1952 in Chicago, IL
Source; Ernest Mayerfeld

Russell attended public schools in Evanston, Illinois where he was a varsity swimmer. He received his BA from the
University of lilinois. After working for several years as a certified public accountant for one of the largest accounting
firms in the United States, he resumed his studies and earned an MBA from Harvard University in 1980. Thereatter, he
worked for various banks and other financial institutions in Chicago, Paris and London at the time of the compilation
of this history he was living in Kenilworth, tllinois.

He martied Anne Albrecht in 1980. Russell and Anne have two children: Catherine, born 1986 and Christopher, born
in 1989.
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Left to right;
Amalie Mayerfeld, Arthur Mayerfeld,
Johanna Rose born Mayerfeld, Leopold Mayerfeld

Left to right:

Max Speier, Babette Speir born Eskeles,

Paula Speier born Bacharach, Bernhard Speier,
Bernhard Blumenthal, Meta Blumenthal born Spaier

lda Mayerfeld born Becker, Arthur Maverfeld
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- butchery -  am not quite sure. | do remember that during the war (W.W.1) she sent us a food parcel of duck’s eggs.
Perhaps she sent several, [ do not know. I have not seen or tasted ducks’ eggs since, but | remember that they are
about twice the size of chicken eggs. In those days everyone baked for themselves, making noodles, cakes and
omelettes; thus such additional items were more than welcome”.

1919 - standing from left to right:

4.38 Bernhard Blumenthal, 4.22 Meta Blumenthal born Speier, 7, 4.62 [da Mayerfeld born Becker, 4.28 Arthur Mayerfeld, 2.
Sitting from left to right:

5.25 Bernhardt Speier, 4.27 Johanna Rose born Mayerfeld, 4.32 Leopold Rose, 5.4 Amalie Mayerfeld born Eskeles,

5.3 Babette Speier born Eskeles.

5.24 Leopold Mayerfeld
Born 1858 in Biebesheim
Died 1917 in Frankfurt/M.
Source: Werner Rose

Leopold Mayerfeld was a grain trader and aiso a livestock dealer. He died in Frankfurt/M. in 1917 after having been
operated for a stomach ailment,

4.28 Arthur Mayerfeld
Born 21.10.1892 in Biebesheim
Died 24.6.1952 in New York, N.Y.
Source: Ernest Mayerfeld

Arthur attended the Gymnasium in Gross Gerau and completed his ‘Einjahrige’ (six years of academic high school
which reduced his military service obligation to one year) ca. 1910. He became an apprentice in the leather trade in
Offenbach that year. He performed his compulsory military service from 1912 to 1913 and returned to Offenbach
where he worked in the leather trade until the outbreak of World War 1.

He entered the German army in 1914 and was soon promoted to sergeant. He was shot in the elbow on the Western
Front shortly after the outbreak of the war and after a long convalescence was posted to garrison duty in Friedberg,
Oberhessen. it was there that he met Ida Becker, whom he married in 1919. He returned to the Western Front in 1917
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LINE 6

5.4 Amalie Eskeles
Born 31.7.1859 in Kelsterbach
Died July 1937 Frankfurt/M
Source: Ernest Mayerfeld,
Werner Rose, Hans Goldschmidt

On 7.8.1889 Amalie Eskeles married
in Kelsterbach Leopold Mayerfeld.
They settled in Biebesheim where
Leopold was a cattle dealer. Their
first child was stillborn ot lived only
for a few days. Then they had two
children, Johanna (Hannah born in
1891), and Arthur (born in 1892). After
the death of her husband she sold
her house in Biebesheim and went to
live with her son Arthur in
Frankfurt/M. She periodically visited
her daughter Hanna for an extended
visit in Hannover, but her home 1916 - 5.24 Leopold Mayerfeld and 5.4 Amalie Mayetfeld born Eskeles,
basically was with her son in Frankfurt.

In 1937 she took ill and passed away.

Unfortunately, we have very little information about Amalie Mayerfeld born Eskeles from her grandchildren:

Werner Rose rembers her as “a disciplinarian, but with a lot of warmth and a good sense of humor”. He also mentions
that after having sold her house in Biebesheim, “some papers were found in her attic, establishing some connection
with a Baron von Eskeles in Vienne. Unfortunately, no record or papers were saved”. This is the only indication that,
eventually, some connection might have existed with the Austrian line (Line 2) of the family.

Ernest Mayerfeld writes: "My memories of my grandmother Amalie are very sketchy. She lived in our home in
Frankfurt/M., i.e. the home of Arthur and Ida Mayerfeld, from the time of Arthur's marriage in 1919 until her death in
1937. For approximately two months every year Amalie stayed with her daughter Hannah Rose in Hannover. My
memory of het begins when she must have been 70 years old, but already very frail. | remember her as a strong-willed
woman despite her physical frailty. She was very eager to participate in the management of the househeld which, at
least as | recall it, primarily consisted of her making certain that my mother, Ida, did not viclate the rules of Kashrut.
She always suspected my mother of keeping a ‘Traife Messer’ {treyfa knife) hidden in the house.

Amalie also had firm notions about teaching certain virtues to her grandchildren; and the virtue which, as | recall, was
primary, was frugality. Thus, it was my grandmother, Amalie, who taught me that one must not eat butter and jam on
bread; and that it is good to save the money for the tram and walk to one’s destination. Therefore, one of my strongest
memoties of Amalie is of her telling me, a very tired small boy, that it is virtuous to walk to Tante Meta's house, to
save the tram money. (Tante Meta Blumenthal was daughter of Babette Eskeles Speier, wo lived in Frankfurt briefly
during the late 20's and early 30's).

Another member of the family who knew her and wrote down his memory is Hans Goldschmidt from whom we quote
here the following:

"I must make mention here of another daughter of Abraham Eskeles - Amalie Mayerfeld - | have vague memories of
her: | must have met her in Frankfurt. | do remember her features - an impressive face with a nose of intelligent and
strong character. She lived in Hannover and her, or rather her son in law's business had to do with alimentation
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2.20 Fredjoseph Goldner
Born 20.5.67 Nashville, TN
Source: Fredjoseph Goldner

Fredjoseph graduated from the University of Washington in St. Louis in 1989 with a B.A. in History. Since graduating
he has worked in Puerto Rico, Costa Rica, and Spain for the 1992 Olympics. Married 2,90 Karmen Porass in 1994.

General Information about the Goldner family:

Following their parents’ example, Norma, Fred, and Reta have been active volunteers in the Nashville, jewish
Community. Norma and Reta each served as President of the Temple Sisterhood and Fred is a Past President of the
Temple. All have served on the Temple Board of Directors.

In june, 1988, after much correspondence and planning an Eskeles Family Gathering was held in Nashville, TN.
Sixty-five people attended traveling from Israel, Connecticut, Pennsylvania, Michigan, Maryland, California, Florida,
Texas, lllinois, and Ohio for an extended weekend of fun and information. We had an opportunity to learn how Fred Sr.
had touched so many of our loves prior to World War 1l by his assistance in bringing so many of the family to the
United States.
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2.27 Gary Guttman
Born 22.6.1961 in Nashville, TN
Source: Norma Neaderthal

Gary Guttman graduated from the Wharton Business School of the University of Pennsylvania. He is married to an
Goldstein and they live in Rockville, Maryland. Gary is a certified public accountant, and Jan teaches school. They have
two children: Joel Alexander and Naomi Hadass.

3.17 Fred Goldner Jr.
Born 21.5.25 in Nashville, TN
Source: Norma Neaderthal

Fred Jr. graduated Vanderbilt University and Vanderbilt Medical School. After serving internships and residencies in
Atlanta and Boston, specializing in nephrology and cardiology, he volunteered for the Army serving at Brook Army
Hospital in San Antonio, Texas. He did early pioneering research in kidney transplantation, and set up the first
dialysis unit for the Army in San Antonio. He married Martha Helen Unobskey of Calais, Maine and is currently a
Clinical Associate Professor of Medicine at Vanderbilt University and as well conducts a private practice in Nashville.
Martha went back to school in 1990 and graduated in 1992 with a Masters in Education.

Martha and Fred’s children: Arthur, Cynthia, Francie, and Fredjoseph were all born in Nashville, TN. They first lived at
3906 Kimpalong Rd. until moving to 213 Lynwood Terrace.

2.17 Arthur Lee Goldner
Born 2.1.1956 in Nashville, TN.
Died 8.8.1988 in Nashville, TN,
Source: Norma Neaderthal

Arthur graduated from Washington University and Vanderbilt University Medical School, after which he served in
medical residencies in Internal Medicine and Nephrology. Arthur married Dr. Debby Wallace of Syracuse, NY. They
completed residencies in Cleveland, Ohio and Seattle, Washington. After finishing his residency in Seattle,
Washington he moved to Nashville with his wife planning to join the practice of his Father (Fred Jr.).

He had been diagnosed with melanoma during his residency in Cleveland. That summer, having recently moved to
Nashville, he died from complications due to skin cancer. He and Debby had no children.

2.18 Cynthia Goldner
Born 30.5.1958 in Nashville, TN
Source: Norma Neaderthal

Cynthia graduated from the University of Indiana and received a masters degree from American University in
Washington, D.C. in Health Fitness Management. She lives in Washington, D.C. where she worked as the Health
director at the Rockville Jewish Community Center. She also worked for many years in Computer Sales.

2.19 Francie Goldner
Born 25.5.63 Nashville, TN
Source: Norma Neaderthal

Francie graduated Boston University from the School of Nursing. She worked as a research coordinator at Vanderbilt
Medical Center directing projects related to Parkinson's disease. In 1992 she moved to Chicago and at the time of the
compilation of this history she was working at Rush Presbyterian St. Lukes Medical Center. She is a long distance
runner and has competed in the Grandma's marathon as well as the Huntsville Marathon,

Married Michael Niederman in Februar, 1995.
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3.18 Henrietta Rebecca Goldner
Born 2.1.1929 Nashville, TN
Source; Norma Neaderthal

Henrietta (Reta) graduated from Vanderbilt University and married Jack Guttman while still attending college. They
lived in Nashville, and had three children: Fred, Gail, and Gary. Reta and Jack owned and operated a furniture store
until 1971. At that time Jack started working for Goldner Associates in advertising specialties. Reta began her own
bookkeeping business, serving many small businesses and physicians in Nashville. They were divorced in 1981.

1690 - The Guttman family

2.25 Fred Guttman
Born 16.1.1952 in Nashville, Tn.
Source: Norma Neaderthal

Fred Guttman graduated from Vanderbilt and then from Hebrew Union College, Jewish Institute of Religion. He
married Nancy Bougess of Boston, Massachusetts. They lived in Hod Hasharon, Israel for 12 years, where Fred was
(first) teacher, later principal and director of the Alexander Muss High School in Israel. In december 1990, they moved
to Jacksonville, Florida, where he became associate Rabbi of the reform congregation. They have 3 children: Ilan
Bougess, Maital Bougess and Yoav Bougess.

2.26 Gail Guttman
Born 6.3.1954 in Nashville, Tn.
Source: Gail Guttman
Gail graduated from Ohio State University, and received a Masters in Jewish Communal Work from Hebrew
Union College, and a masters in Social Work from Washington University {St. Louis). She lives in Silver Springs,
Maryland with her husband Gary Altman, where she is in private practice as a marriage counsellor, Her husband
is an attorney. They have two children: Matthew Alan and Jill Beth.
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where Louise worked for the Veterans Administration and Murray was a research engineer with the Department of
Energy and subsequently with the University of Pittsburgh. They had three children, Barbara, Martha and Robert,

2.21 Elise Ann Neaderthal
Born 26.10.1944, Nashville, TN.
Source: Norma Neaderthal

Elise Ann graduated from Stephens college and then George Peabody Teachers College. She moved to Cincinnati,
Ohio, where she taught in & high school. She met James Mayer Straus and soon they were married. Jim began working
for Goldner Associates, opening an office in Cincinnati. Laurie Rae, their daugher, was born September, 1969, and
Andrew Ira was born June 1972. In 1978 they moved to Nashville, and Jim helped Bill build enlarge the business.

1988 - The Weintraub family,

2.30 Martha Sue Weintraub
Born 6.7.1954, Pittsburgh, PA.

Martha attended the University of Michigan from which she received a B.A. degree and a Master of Social Work.
Martha, her husband Peter Smith of Livonia, Ml and their daughters Hannah and Rache! live in Ann Arbor, ML Martha
is a social worker in a school district near Ann Arbor and Peter teaches in the same district.

2.31 Barbara Lynn Weintraub
Born 10.1.1949, Pittsburgh, PA,

Barbara graduated from the University of Michigan, then, after teaching in Arizona and California, she earned a
Masters degree in Special Education from Lesley College, Cambridge, MA. She now lives in Vermont and is a project
developer and coordinator for the Rutiand Mental Health Organization. She'is divorced from Jonathan Cooper and
has two children, Aaron and Arielle.
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2.32 Robert Mark Weintraub
Born 5.4.1957 Pittsburgh, PA.

Robert graduated in 1978 with a degree in Sociology from the University of Michigan. After five years with the Census
Bureau in Washington, D.C. he entered the University of California Berkeley and earned a MBA. He is currently
manager of land development for the Raleigh, N.C. division of a large home development corporation. He lives in
Raleigh with his wife Jacqueline (Jackie) who is a commercial artist.

1.11 Laurie Rae Straus
Born 29.9.1969 Cincinnati, OH
Source: Norma Neaderthal

From highschool Laurie went to The University School of Nashville and later graduated from Washington University
in 1991 with a B.AA. in psychology. At the time of this publication she was working in Chicago lilinois.

1.12 Andrew Ira Straus
Born 14.6.1972 Cincinati, OH
Source: Norma Neaderthal

After graduating highschool at the University School of Nashville he entered Tulane University where at the time of
publication of this family history he was currently studying. He worked with the construction company charged with
building the new offices of Goldner Associates in Metro Center.

2.22 Robert Neaderthal
Born 14.3.1947 in Nashville, TN
Source: Norma Neaderthal

Robert Lee (Bob) graduated from Washington
University in St. Louis in 1969, and from Georgetown
University Medical School {Washington D.C.} in 1973
After internships and residency training in Worcester,
Massachusetts, and Ann Arbor, Michigan, he moved to
Massachusetts to practice internal medicine. Just prior
to this, he met and married Elise Ann Greenfield of
Dickson, TN. After a year of practice in Massachusetts,
they moved to Nashville, where Bob joined a medical
group. After two years, Bob started his own private
practice. Bob and Julie have two daughters, Leah
Tobin and Ariel Goldner. Julie returned to school in
1988, and graduated in 1992 as a physiotherapist.

2.22 Rebert, 2.24 Julie, 1.15 Leah Tobin and 1.16 Ariel Goldner.
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3.19 Norma Louise Goldner
Born 27.10.1920 in Nashville, TN.
Source: Norma Neaderthal

Norma attended the University of llinois, and on June 9, 1941 married Michael William Neaderthal, of New York City.
Bill entered the jewelry business with Fred Sr., but shortly thereafter, he volunteered for the U.S, Navy and became a
photographer stationed in Pearl Harbor. Following the end of World War I1, he returned to Nashville, and rejoined the
business. He and Norma had two children, Elise Ann and Robert Lee (Bob).

1990 - The Neaderthal family.

In September 1951 Bill and Fred Sr. decided to begin a second business in addition to the Jewelry stores. They formed
Goldner Associates to make and sell medals for Masonic Lodges. A month later Fred died, but Bill continued to
expand the business. Goldner Associates began making custom medals for sports events (swimming meets,
volksmarches, track, etc.). As this business grew, the jewelry business deteriorated and in December, 1968, Bill closed
Goldner's Jewelers. Norma and Bill developed Goldner Associates from a one room office in an upstairs Arcade into a
large business on Charlotte Rd. In 1992 construction on a new and more sophisticated building commenced. Bill
participated in the original planning, However, In 1989 Bill developed an inoperable lung cancer and died October
1991. He did not live to see the inauguration of the new building. Norma, Elise and her husband Jim continue Goidner
Associates, Inc.

3.20 Louise Ann Foyer
Born 4.2.1923, Tallahassee, FL.

Louise married Murray Weintraub of New York City, who had come to Alabama to work as chemical engineer at the
Huntsville Arsenal during world war Ii. Louise also worked at the arsenal. After the war they moved to Pittsburgh, PA.,
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5.2 Henrietta Jettchen Eskeles
Born 1.7.1853 in Kesterbach
Died 9.2.1928 in Nashville, TN
Source: Norma Neaderthal

Not much is known concerning the early
flife of Henrietta. In 1880, she married Lee
Simon Goldner (from Frankfurt/Main, born
8.9.1852). Not much is known concerning
the early life of Henrietta. In 1880, she
married Lee Simon Goldner from
Frankfurt/Main, born 8.9.1852. {His first
name in Germany was probably not Lee,
but we don't know anything about his
youth, since all archives in Frankfurt/M.
were destroyed in World War 11 - Z. E.). One
son, born 10 months later, died at the age
of 4. In 1883 Paula was born, and Fred
followed in 1886. Lee was a butcher. He
came to the United States before Henrietta,
and settled in New York. When his two
brothers moved to the South, Lee moved
too, settling in Manchester, TN. and
engaged in buying and selling cows. He
later sent for Henrietta and the two
children. Soon after the move, the family
refocated to Nashville, TN., and lived on
Jackson St. Lee continued to trade cattle
after the move. Hortense was born in 1895,
when the family still lived on Jackson St.
The following year (Monday Nov., 1896),
Lee was naturalized as an American citizen.
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1853 - Birth registration of 5.2 Henrietta Eskeles.

All three children attended public school and religious school, and Hortense was confirmed at the only reform
temple, the Vine Street Temple. The family moved to Mt. Pleasant, Tennessee for two years, while Lee managed the
store owned by his brother. When the moved back to Nashville, they moved to 5th Ave. South. Fred and Hortense
attended Howard School and then Hume Fogg High.

4.18 Paula Goldner
Born 6.11.1883 in Frankfurt/Main
Died 24.11.196] in Nashville, TN
Source: Norma Neaderthal

Paula married Sol Levinson, and they moved to Florence, Alabama, where they owned and operated a dry goods store.
They adopted their niece and nephew, Marcia and Irwin, when Sol's brother died. The family lived in Florence until

1944 when they moved to Nashville.
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We know that the family arrived in Minchen on 7.3.1940. They came probably from Zweibriicken but we don't know for
sure. No information has been uncovered concerning the reasons and circumstances why they left Zweibriicken. In
Minchen he was registered as a ‘Hilfsarbeiter’ which means unskilled labourer, and we may assume that between
their arrival at Miinchen untii their deportation, they had a very hard time. They had three addresses in the 8 months
they spent in Minchen. The last address is the St. Michael convent, which served as an assembly and departure
station for Jews to be deported. The date of deportation of Hugo Arthur, Bertha Babette and Lore [Ise Eskeles is
15.11.1940, by decision of the Munich Court dated 30.11.1940 all the three were ‘declared dead'.

Bertha Eskeles (maiden name Marx) had family living in England and Israel after the war, but all attempts to trace
them failed.

4.39 Amalie Eskeles
Born 29.12.1889, married 25.6,1921 4.40 Eugen Koch from Landstuhl
Deported 9.4.1945 to Drancy and from there to Auschwitz, where she perished.

We know that the Koch family lived in Landstuhl until 1930, when Eugen Koch died. Then Amalie Koch born Eskeles
moved to her parents” house in Zweibriicken. Amalie and Eugen had two children, 459 Ingeborg Irene Koch and 4.58
Gunther Gerard Koch, who is the only one who survived the holocaust.

4.45 Rosa Eskeles
Born 15.12,1885 Frankfurt/Main, deported 27.1.1941
Married 17.9.1919 4.48 [sidor Forst in Zweibruecken.

4.46 Emilie Eskeles
Born 18.12.189. Zweibriicken, deported 1941 to Ravensberg. "Declared dead” 31.5.1941.

3.59 Ingeborg Irene Koch
Born 11.2.1923 Landstuh!
Deported 1941 Camp de Curs, then Camp de Noe
Probably perished at Auschwitz.

3.58 Gerard Guenther Koch
Born 10.3.1926 Kaiserslautern

Gerard Koch left Germany in 1938 and came to Paris where he studied wood carving and sculpture. In 1944 he joined
the "Toulouse’ or otherwise known as the 'Jewish Brigade' of the British Army. Later, via Spain, he arrives in Palestine.
In 1948 he joins the Israeli Army, and is badly wounded at the battle of Negba. [n 1950 he returned to Paris where he
has lived ever since working as a wood scutpturer.

3.72 Therese Francoise Bloch married Koch
Born 20.4.1933 in Paris

Lived in the south of France, then in Mexico. Came back to Paris in 1959, studied sculpture. Works together with her
husband Gerard Koch. They have two children.

2.106 Isabelle Irene Koch
Born 16.6.1957 in Paris

High School in Paris. Studies dance with Maurice Bejart. Married a New Zeelander, divorced, one child.

2.107 Vincent Daniel Hugues Koch
Born 30.3.1962 in Paris

High School, Ecole Nationale des Beaux Arts, studies photography, works now as painter.

1.88 Garance Koch
Born 15.5.1989
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4.16 Hugo Arthur Eskeles
Born 6.2.1888 Offenbach, deported 15.11.1941 to Ghetto Riga, Died 20.11.1941.

Married 4,17 Bertha Babette Marx
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Bl et 1888 - Birth registraticn of 4.16
) ﬁ){), z'rlt.s-/ .; Oﬂnk ch em uil-u.n’vf k-h.-i\ Hugo Arthur Eskeles. On the
fmm“m éz Rk Tt de ”F_ right margin declaration made
‘.f ordnusn Tw Durdifihrung by 5.12 Hermann
i Ther die Esﬁeles, recognizing his
Yomemen vea 1 Ausun fathership.
m:w 1891 - Remark that 5.12
wegsellen Hermann Eskeles and 5.26 Eva
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Ia Vetrenung . .

in Zweibricken,

We have very little information concerning Hugo Arthur Eskeles and his family. His daughter Lore llse Eskeles was
born in 1925 in Zweibriicken. .
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4.15 Henriette Jette Eskeles
Born 10.1.1887 Offenbach, died ?
Married 26.2.1921 4.47 Rudolph Nachman in Zweibruecken.
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1887 - Birth registration of 4.15 Henrietta Eskeles. On the right margin declaration made by 5.12 Hermann Eskeles.
recognizing his fathership.

1891 - Remark that 5.12 Hermann Eskeles and 5.26 Eva Katharina Simon were married in Zweibricken.
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There is no doubt that in spite of their young age - their first child was born when Hermann was 20 and Eva Susanna
19 years old - there was a true and enduring love between them. Hermann came from a religious orthodox Jewish
family although, like other members of his family, his ties with the religion were not so close and orthodox anymore
as in Kelsterbach. He lived and considered himself a religious Jew and was part of the Jewish, probably non-orthodosx,
community. We might assume that these social and religious barriers did not permit a marriage between them in
Frankfurt, and finally the couple decided to move to Zweibriicken and to marry there.

We have no evidence when Eva Susanna Simon-Eskeles converted to the Jewish faith. A document mentioning her
Jewish religion (after her marriage), is an extract from the police registers in Zweibriicken, dated 1961, All her children
were brought up as Jews, and later deported and murdered as Jews. According to Jewish religious laws, nurturing and
educating children as jews would have been impossible if their mother was a Christian. On the other hand, in the
marriage certificate established on 27.3.1890, her religion is mentioned as Protestant, but she probably converted
after she was married.

In Frankfurt, Hermann was a merchant or businessman, but the nature of his business activity is unknown. In
Zweibriicken he is mentioned as a wool-merchant or a general merchant. According to information received from the
municipality of Zweibrticken, he conducted an oil and fat trade in 29 Bubenhauser Strasse in Zweibriicken from
1.1.1921 until 25.8.1939. In the last year before his deportation in 1940, Hermann lived in Ludwigshafen, His wife, Eva
Katharina Eskeles (maiden name Simon) died in 1937. Hermann Eskeles was deported to Camp de Curs on
22.10.1940, and died 4.1.1942 at Camp Noe/France.
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1858 - Birth registration of 5.18 Moses Eskeles, died ? young.
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5.22 Hermann Eskeles
Born 15.1.1865 Kelsterbach, died 22.10.1940,
deported to Camp de Curs {France).
Sources: Gerard Koch, Zeev Eshkolot.
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Hermann Eskeles was the
sole survivor of the six
children his father Feist had
from his two wives. He must
have left Kelsterbach at a
very young age, since his
first daughter, 4.45 Rosa
Eskeles was born 1885 in
Frankfurt/ Main when he
was only 20 years old. Two
other children, 5.22 Hermann
Eskeles and 5.19 Eva Eskeles,
were born in 1886 and 1887
in Offenbach.

1860 - Birth registration of 5.19
Eva Eskeles, died 7 days later.

The mother of his children was “the maid of Christian (Evangelic) faith” 5.26 Eva Katherina Susanna Simon, botn
14.10.1866 in Vilbel (Oberhessen), daughter of a tailor (according to the first birth certificate) and/or a postal agent,
‘Postschaffner’, {in the second birth certificate). It is not cléar whether they lived together in Frankfurt or in Offenbach.
We do not have the birth certificate of the first daughter born in Frankfurt, but in the two following birth certificates
Eva Susanna’s address is in Offenbach. However, Hermann's address, who came and recognized his fatherhood of

these children, indicates residency in Frankfurt.

The fourth child. 4.39 Amalie Eskeles, was born in 1889 in Zweibriicken (Saar), six months before they married there
officially, the 27.3.1890. The fifth child, 4.46 Emilie Eskeles, was born in Zweibriicken in 1890, almost nine month after
their marriage. We have no official or documented explanation for this quite particular and exceptional situation,

we may only assume and try to understand.
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1861 - Birth registration of 5.20 Emifie
Eskeles.

According to a letter sent in 1935 by the council of the Jewish cemetery Gross-Gerau to 4.1 Otto Eskeles, Feist Eskeles,
son of Abraham Eskeles, died in 1855 and is buried in the Jewish cemetery of Gross-Gerau. As | found out later, this
information was not correct, Feist Eskeles died in 1898 is buried in the Jewish cemetery in Frankfurt Yet, it is possible
that there was another Feist Eskeles who probably died very young and was buried in the Jewish cemetery of

Gross-Gerau,



Feist married twice, in 1858 his
first wife, 6.6 Eva (Esther}
Ginsberger from Jagersheim, with
whom he had 3 children, were all
born dead or died very young. It is
interesting to note that, according
to the records of Kelsterbach, he
married Eva 8 months after the
birth of the second child. In spite
of the fact, that Feist leaves us the
impression of a less stable
personality than that of his
brothers, it is impossible to
imagine, that in the small and
orthodox Jewish community of
Kelsterbach, Feist could have lived
with Eva and had two children out
of wedlock.

1858 - Marriage registration of 6.3 Feist
Eskeles and 6.6 Eva Ginsberger.

The plausible explanation is that they married in due time at the Rabbinate in Darmstadt, the important thing for
them and for the community. Assuming that the first child was probably born dead there was no reason to officially
register the birth. However, with the second child, who probably survived birth, appropriate action was taken to
officially register the child and the marriage to the civil authorities. Eva died in 1860, 3 days after the birth of her third

child, which died also 4 days later.

Feist married his second wife, 6.7 Johanetta Jettche Salomon from Amsbach in 1861 and had with her 3 children from
whom only one son, Hermann, survived. Feist Eskeles died on December 28, 1898 in Frankfurt/Main. All Hermann's
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descendants, except one, Gerard Koch who lives in Paris, died or perished in the holocaust.
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“The Society in Frankfurt/Main for the promotion of trades among the Israelite fellow-believers, To The mayor, Mr.

Baecker, resident at Kelsterbach.

The there-living master-tailor Marx Moses Adler intends to take into apprenticeship the there-living Feist Eskeles, son
of the late Moses Eskeles, and we would like to know if the master is an orderly man who is
provided with sufficient work, and if an apprentice can be entrusted to him with the probability that he will teach him

in due form. We take the liberty to ask you politely:

l. To give us the requested information

2. To give us the name of an honest there-living resident, to whom we could commission the supervision of the

apprentice and the master.

Respectfully, the administrative commission Frankfurt/Main
28 Aug. 1842"

Der Verein in Franhfurt o, .

zur Belorderung

der Handwerke unter den israelitischen Glaubensgenossen

B fvrua W % a’"//“""”/%__

s IR A 2 Q[f/? sz % A

The answer, dated one day later, is lost.
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1842 - Letter of the ‘fewish society for
the promotion of trades among the
Israelite fellow-believers’ to the Mayor
of Kelsterbach concerning the
apprenticeship of 6.3 Feist Eskeles.



LINE 4

For previous generations see Line 1.

6.3 Feist Shraga Eskeles.
Born 1828 Kelsterbach, died 1898 Frankfurt/Main.
Source: Zeev Eshkolot.

The first name Feist is an exceptional name in the Eskeles family. The only explanation we can give is the following:
His oldest brother Gabriel was named after his grandfather on his father's side. The second brother, Abraham was
named after his grandfather on his mother’ side. For the third son there was no traditional commitment and he was
given the name of the Feist family which lived in Kelsterbach. We may assume that they had a special, good
relationship with the Eskeles family.

The conditions of Feist's life were not different from those of his brothers. We know that at the age of 14 he was an

apprentice-tailor in Kelsterbach, but later on he was mentioned as a merchant in Frankfurt. We do not know when he
left Kelsterbach for Frankfurt.
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Birth registration of 6.3 Feist Eskeles.

We have a letter dated August 28, 1842 concerning his apprenticeship, which is noteworthy for the understanding of
the relationship between the rich, established Jewish community in Frankfurt and the poor community in Kelsterbach.
Furthermore, the letter intonates the sincerity attached in those times to the learning of a trade. Contrary to what
would be expected, the letter is not addressed to the Jewish community, but to the mayor of Kelsterbach. Also the
'honest-resident-supervisor' is not a citizen chosen within the Jewish community.
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Story of Line 3 as told by 3.11 Robert G. Eskeles:

"I was born on April 17, 1910 in Frankfurt/Main, son of 4.9 Edmund Isaac Eskeles from Kelsterbach and 4.12 Babette
Eskeles born Blumenthal from Marktheidenfeld (Bavaria).

My father was born in Keisterbach, the son of 5.9 Moritz Eskeles from Kelsterbach and 5.28 Babette Bettchen Eskeles
born Rothschild from Schluechtern. My father’s sister 4.10 johanna Schwartz born Eskeles married Adolf Schwartz.
They had one daughter 3.46, Selma Schwartz, who married 3.22 Willi Loewenberg. They had one daughter 2.60 Wally
Loewenberg, The family lived in Weilburg (Lahn) where Willi Loewenberg had a chocolate factory. After his death at an
early age, mother and daughter moved to Frankfurt/M. johanna Schwartz was deported to Theresienstadt and died
there in 1943. Selma Loewenberg and her daughter Wally were deported, probably to Minsk, and perished. My
grandparents had a third daughter, Selma, born in 1886, who died after two months.

This is all | know about my grandfather's family. About my grandmother’s family, the Rothschilds, [ know more. As a
young man, my father went to the USA, Richmond, VA., where he had two cousins living, nephews of his mother. He
stayed there from 1894 until 1906. By nature of his marriage and establishing residence in Germany, he lost his
American citizenship, which might have saved his life in later years.

[ started school in 1916, but my father was drafted into the army about that time. My mother and | moved to
Aschaffenburg (Bavaria) where my grandfather and other members of my mother's family lived. My brother 3.12 Max
Eskeles was born in 1917, my mother passed away in 1918. My brother and [ moved to Okriftel, where my father's
sister, Johanna, lived. Okriftel is a small village on the right side of the river Main, about several kilometers from
Kelsterbach.

[ went back to schoot in Frankfurt, Samson Raphael High-school. I had to get up very early every morning, to walk 45
minutes from Okriftel to Hattersheim, a railroad station, to travel to Frankfurt and the same in the evening, coming
home. It used to get quite cool in winter, but | always had company coming and gaing. In 1922 my father re-married,
4.13 Klara Reis, and we moved back to Frankfurt.

I graduated from the S.R.H. in 1926 and started working in an export business. 1 was very active in sports, member of
the Bar Kochba and of their track team. I left Germany in December 1938, after | had been in Buchenwald
concentration camp for 3 weeks. My release was due to the fact, that [ had ali my papers for entry into the USA. |
stayed for 3 days in New York with a cousin of my father and on December 27, 1 came to Richmond, where | have been
ever since,

| was drafted into the US Army in early 1942, married 3.50 Mildred Mayer (American) in December 1942. | served 4
years, also overseas In France and Germany, and was discharged in 1946. [ started working in the meat packing plant
of my 4 brothers in law, [ was a salesman and travelled in Virginia, I retired in 1978 after 33 years with the company,
because the firm closed down. | have been doing volunteer work ever since.

My brother Max was botn in 1917. He graduated from the Philantropin High-school in Frankfurt, After graduation he
also worked for an export firm, which had a subsidiary in Johannesburg, South Africa. This firm in South Africa gave 6
young Jewish boys and my brother affidavits and the money to come to South Africa. Max also served in the army, was
wounded in the war, and while recuperating he visited Israel, where he met quite a number of friends from Germany.
In 1952 1 brought him to Richmond to be with me, but he stayed only a short time with me and went to Chicago where
he married 3.46 Marcella Lewin. He passed away in 1969."
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3.11 Robert G. Eskeles
Born 17.4.1910 Frankfurt/Main

3.12 Max Eskeles
Born 6.1.1917 Frankfurt/Main, died 27.5.1969 Chicago
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4,10 Johanna Schwartz born Eskeles
Born 4.3.1879, deported Theresienstadt, died 4.1.1943
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1879 - Birth registration of 4.10 Johanna Eskeles. On the margin:

1939 - The first name 'Sara’ has to be added (indicating that she is a Jewess).

1950 - The above remark is abolished.
1961 - "Declared dead”.
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Nothing is known about Emilie and Johann Niedzballa. We may assume that she was quite lonely. She was the only
remaining family member in Kelsterbach, except for her father who died in 1896. The only living brother 5.9. Moses
Moritz Eskeles, probably did not live in Kelsterbach. Johann Niedzballa was not German but rather was an
'Ostarbeiter’ - laborer from the east. His social standing was even lower than that of 'Fremdarbeiter’ - foreign laborers
in the Germany of today. They were not of the same religious background; and, it is possible and plausible that the
two found companionship in their individual states of loneliness. After Emilie’s death Johann Niedzballa married

again,

4.20 Joseffa Emma Niedzballa

Born 1.5.1904 Kelsterbach
their daughter, emigrated in 1925 to the US.A., probably after the second marriage of her father.

4.9 Edmund Eskeles
Born 18.9.1876 Kelsterbach, deported 27.3.1942 to Trutz (Lodz) and died there
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5.9 Moses Moritz Eskeles

Born 13,12.1845 4 /
Kelsterbach, died ? 4 /5/ 4 /
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i
5.28 Babette Eskeles s % A
born Rothschild Jm Qafr Eintaufent aditfunbert P am :
Born 851 in “ Upr ves ift vor mu‘, ' Eurg:rmuﬂcr ver emeinee -

Schluechtern, died ? vac )%/m.{ g :
W {djienen, weldper mir tolliet bat bng? .
um ¢ Uz bed 7/ L..—,-

_ @efdiubts geboten Dabe, weldem bev Bernamen

.Rmbw(—y
/{ gegeben morben ; meldyed Rinp in dem Houfe Mro. yz geboren roerten

JM%A/H ZZAW.- M«zzu

Diefe ErMarang iR in Gegenreart ber Peiten
Of[ M{ﬂ— unb bec Pebamme Z._wtfdubm,

und haben W unb vic Jewgéh mit miv gegenrdctigen Seburtdact,

nagbem ibnen berftlbe vorgeleftn worben ift, unterfdvicben,

Jubit sy 52//4,,%45

_z@jfmu gffw/f k
Beugen

Jur Beglaubigung

ber Blargermeiiter

DWasy (hiiar -
7 ﬁo
LH..#, oo / zf_;éf(
H«/

Afé __z

Sy
i
?i
i
?:
%

1845 - Birth registration of %—7
5.9 Moses Eskeles,

According to information received from 3.11 Robert G. Eskeles, Moses and Babette Eskeles are buried in Hofheim
{Taunus).

5.16 Emilie Eskeles
Born 1861 Kelsterbach, died 1923 Kelsterbach

Emilie was the youngest child of the family. We know that in 1900, at the age of 39, she had a still birth baby boy. The
father was probably 5.23 Johann Viktor Niedzballa, born 1867 in Ratibor (Oberschlesien). She married him later and
had with him a daughter, 4.20 Joseffa Emma Niedzhalla.
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1863 - Birth registration of 5.17 Hannche Eskeles, died 5 days later.
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1822-23 - The autograph book (Stammbuch) of 7.7 Denis von Eskeles.
Especially remarkable is the inscription of three crosses by his {?) grandmother who, apparently, was illiterate.
[ did not succeed to identify her.

At this opening ceremony I
addressed, in the name of the
Eskeles-Eshkolot family a speech,
describing in short the history of
the family and its relationship
with Vienna and 1 underlined
the fact that this return to the
'Palais Eskeles’ closes a loop of
200 years between the family in
the past and in the present time.

1993 - Zeev Eshkolot at the opening
ceremonies of the Jewish Museum.
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7.9 Marianne Baroness v. Eskeles
Born 1.3.1801 Vienna, died 10.8.1862 Munich
Sources: Joseph D. Dressel, Leo Baeck Institute

Marianne is known to have been a very kind and intelligent person. She was baptized in 1824, According to the family
legend, her story with Franz v. Wimpffen is as follows:

Young, witty, fashionable, and attractive, Franz and Marianne were invited to the most brilliant and fashionable
salons of Vienna. They fell in love, but the emperor would not consent to their marriage. Their love for each other
became a very popular topic of conversation in Vienna at the time. After a while, the army suffered unexpected
financial difficulties. Baron V. Eskeles, the banker was often solicited to guarantee loans on behalf of the state.
However, in this case, before Baron v. Eskeles rewarded the army’s loan petition, he requested an audience with the
emperor. During negotiations with the Emperor, Eskeles said that he appreciated and understood the army’s need,
but that the emperor should also understand that his daughter needed a husband whom she loved. As a condition for
the loan he requested the emperor’s blessing agreeing to the marriage of Marianne with Franz. Furthermore, Eskeles
wanted a guarantee that the emperor would attend the wedding. His presence at the ceremony was to be a sign of the
emperor's acceptance and public support of the couple. The emperor agreed to both conditions. The marriage
between Franz and Marianne was most successful, and their love for each other evidently continued throughout their
marriage. Marianne was very involved in social, cultural and political organizations.

The Jewish Museum of Vienna in Palais Eskeles

Until 1993 | believed that Line 2, von Eskeles, and its history, belonged to the past, since after Denis von Eskeles, who
died in 1876, there were no male descendants in this Line and, as a result, the name 'vov Eskeles’ was extinguished.

End 1993 | learned from a
newspaper clipping, sent to me
by Khava Goldschmidt, that the
jewish Museum of Vienna will
be transferred to the 'Palais
Eskeles'. [ contacted immediately
the museum’s management and
[ was invited, together with my
wife Rachel, to the opening
ceremonies in Vienna on
November 18-19, 1993, which
were held in presence of the
Vienna Town Mayor Dr. Helmut
Zilk who, two weeks later, was
victim of a letter bomb, sent to
him by radical rights.

1993 - The Mayor of Vienna presents
to Zeev Eshkolot a honor medal at the
reception held in the City Hall.

At this occasion | made the acquaintance of Mrs. Hanna Bernthaler, born von Wimpffen, who lives in Vienna, and is
the granddaughter of Marianne von Wimpffen, born Eskeles.

| gave the museum as present the autograph book of the young Denis von Eskeles, which was in possession of my
family for many years. This booklet, some pages of which are reprinted here, contains dedications from many famous
personalities at this time.
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9.14 Eleonore Lea Eskeles
Born 15.4.1752 Vienna, died 20.8.1812 Vienna
Sources: Hilde Spiel, Fanny v. Arnstein odet die Emanzipation

Hete follows an extract about Eleonore Eskeles from Hilde Spiel's book.

“Eleonore married young. She had spent her youth with her brother in Amsterdam, where her mother went with her
second husband. Her own marriage led her to Berlin, where she married the merchant Fliess. But the young woman,
who felt the hetitage of hundreds of years of intellectual refinement, did not stay a longtime with the merchant Fliess.
She left him to live with her brother Bernhard who moved to Vienna from Berlin. In her native town Vienna she was
called 'the Prussian’, but she was received with friendliness. She was a learned woman exuding a special charm. Her
unique personality and intelligence conquered the court-official 9.19 Valenthin Ginther, also 30 years of age.

The two developed a tender, loving relationship. Evidently he was politically astute and gained the confidence of
Kaiser Joseph. Ginther was appointed to a cabinet position responsible for copying all security files, cables, letters,
and plans. The two developed a close relationship as the Kaiser enjoyed the cheerful and witty personality of the
younger Gunther. Due to the influence of Gunther, The Kaiser was very helpful to the lewish community and to
Bernard v. Eskeles (s. above) in obtaining the famous Toleranzpatent from the emperor joseph.

However, a few weeks after the publication of the edict (Toleranzpatent), a scandal developed which jecpardized the
favorable position the Jews enjoyed under the Emperor joseph. Valentin Ginther, nicknamed Taimable imprudent’
(the lovable imprudent) was playing a dangerous game. During the day he administered to his stately duties under
the auspices of the emperor. At night he pursued his love affaire with the Madame Eskeles.

In Vienna, the Jewess was considered a ‘Berlinerin’ (from Berlin). The suggested meaning was that “what good can
come from Berlin?”. Furthermore, she loved to read books and was sindely called a learned woman, an unfavorable
connotation in Vienna. The famous Vienna secret police had been tracing Giinther's sectet liason with the Berlinerin’.
Suspicions mounted after the birth of her second child (8.13 and 8.14), an unavoidable consequence of such affairs
at this time.

In march 1772 misfortune struck the two lovers. They became involved in a suspected espionage story traced to two
Jewish crooks. Although their innocence was later proved, Ginther lost the favor of and was discharged from his
duties at the court. After a last talk with the emperor he was commissioned to Hermannstadt in Siebenbuergen,
where he married “a young, blond and gentle girl". He never saw Eleonore again who was expelled from Austria.
Eleonore returned to Austria 14 years later and regained her position in the prominent circles of the intellectual
society.”

In various biographies of Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart, the story of Leonore and Giinther is described in details, seen
from Mozart's point of view at the time when the scandal broke out, which later on proved to be absolutely incorrect.

7.7 Denis Daniel Baron von Eskeles
Born 1.10.1803 Vienna, died 14.1.1876 Vienna
Sources: Leo Back Institute,
Hiide Spiel, Fanny von Arnstein oder die Emanzipation

Denis v. Eskeles was the last male descendant of the Austrian Eskeles line. He was baptized in 1825, married Emilie
Raroness of Brentano Cimaroli. She gave birth to six daughters who all married Austrian, French and Italian
noblemen, His baptism and the marriages of his children to the nobility demonstrate the rupture of this and the later
generations with their ancient Jewish tradition.

Denis v. Eskeles and his business partner Pereira could not compete against their competitors the Rothschilds. The
Rothschilds risked investment in the developing and expanding railway lines and were more clever in taking
advantage of the fluctuations in the European market. The Rothschilds harbored a hatred for the noble, baptized,
ex-jewish bankers which proved to be a competitive incentive. A major investment in government bonds proved to be
a complete failure and the bank Amnstein & Eskeles went bankrupt in 1873,
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9.16 Bernhard Baron von Eskeles
Born 1753 Vienna, died 1839 Hietzing (Vienna).
Sources: Encyclopedia Judaica, Mr. Paul |, Jacobi,
Hilde Spiel - Fanny v. Arnstein oder die Emanzipation,
Zeev Eshkolot

Bernhard, born after his father’s death, became one of the
outstanding financiers in Austria at the beginning of the
19th century. After an unsuccessful start in Amsterdam,
iosing his father's legacy (over 400 000 florins}, he returned
in 1774 to Vienna, married Cecilie Wolff (born Itzig) and
went into partnership with his brother in law, Nathan von
Arnstein. Together they formed a banking house. His
expertise and prestige in financial matters was recognized
by heads of state and was solicited as an advisor to
emperors Joseph I and Francis 1. After his discovery of a

banking forgery (1795), he was entrusted with government
financial tasks. 9,16 Bernhard Baron v. Eskeles.

He founded the Austrian National Bank in 1816 and, competing with Solomon Rothschild, promoted railway
construction. Ennobled in 1797, he became a baron in 1822. It is assumed that he was the author of an anonymous
expose of the jewish predicament upon which Joseph II's doctrine of Toleranzpatent' was based. In 1815, he was one
of the signatories of a petition for Jewish rights. He was the only Austrian Jew invited to the Napoleonic Sanhedrin in
1806. [n an obituary, he was attacked for failing to make sufficient use of his influence and wealth for the benefit of
the Jews.

Bernhard's wife Cecily, a daughter of Daniel Itzig, made their house a meeting place for high society, mainly during
the Vienna Congress. Her parties rivaled those of her sister, Fanny von Arnstein. Goethe made her acquaintance at
Carisbad. Bernhard and Cecily's children were baptized in [824.

Here follow extracts from Hilde Spiel's book, Fanny v. Arnstein oder die Emanzipation, which describe the
atmosphere in the Eskeles house.

“Reichardt: However the receptions in honor of the fatal year 1809 continued. At an excellent dinner at Madame von
Eskeles, [ had the opportunity to greet the new year with some of my best friends. [ would be happy if I could let you
feel and understand the exquisite and complete atmosphere of this house, how everything is coordinated paying
attention to the smallest detail in order to create a delicate and comfortable environment. And [ would like to
describe the noble married couple and the two most-charming, beautiful and inteliigent children. The wife is a
beautiful, intelligent and sensitive lady from Berlin. The husband - | shall relate briefly since he - also a gentleman of
few words - is a man with spirit, intelligence and heart, a real man. [ would consider it a once in a lifetime opportunity
the chance to live at the same place with him in close relationship.”

"Rachel Levin: | like (Bernhard v.) Eskeles very much because he exudes intelligence; he eats, he is silent and he
laughs with intelligence. His thoughts and ideas are all original. He amuses me more than other people due to his
old-fashioned intellectual gifts. He has lived a full life according to his principals. He shares his experience with you
with the ease of an experienced man employing an almost biblical manner.”

“Varnhagen, Rachel Levin's later husband, adds to her description: In order to appreciate the fuil meaning of this last
sentence, you have to understand the inside of the family. The splendor and the good taste of the furniture, as well as
the distinction of the society and the conversation can compete with the highest circles of the Vienna society. The
children have not the remotest idea of their true origin. After paying his respects to this noble facade, Eskeles
customarily would escape into a back room, where he would receive the visits of his fellow-believers, old
acquaintances and business friends. There he would spend the rest of the evening with ease and inconsiderateness,
smoking and drinking beer.”
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He said to us "be my witnesses for what | order you as a command before | die”. Since, as long 1 was in good health, |
was too busy to make an orderly last will, and now, that | am very weak and ready to return my soul to the sole God in
whom [ believe, [ forgive all those who angered me since | was born, until now, And | ask forgiveness from all those
whom | angered and those against whom | might have acted unfavorably. And you, gentlemen, listen to what ! am
ordering you, so that nothing will be lost. Above ali the fear of God !”

Here follows first a long list of communities and institutions, among them the Eskeles foundation, to which different
amounts of money were to be paid for studies and for the poor.

"To my sweet and lovely wife, the Rabbanit Mrs. Khanna will be given from my legacy thirty six thousand Gulden and
five thousand Reichsthaler precious stones and jewelry, It goes without mentioning that she receives the presents |
gave to her at our marriage, including the ‘Ketuba’ (contract of marriage) and supplements 1 gave her. As long as she
remains a widow, she will live in my house. Her living, rent, and household expenses will be administered too from
my legacy. | am sure that she will behave with the fear of God and cleverness, as she has until now.

To the son of my iate brother, R, Loeb Fiirth {Eskeles the progenitor of Line | - Z.E.), whom [ brought up as if he were
my own child, and who always behaved honestly, twenty thousand Gulden will be given from my legacy.

He also will remain in my house and under my shelter ‘Schutz'. He will enjoy them gratuitously until his marriage.
He and his fellow tenants will have free board, provided that he will not quarrel with my wife, and will treat her
with respect.”

Here follows a long list of relatives and also some employees, to whom different amounts are left.

“Mr. Wolf Nassau informed me that [ have in my possession a promissory note which he claims was reimbursed.
Since | am unable to verify this assertion, my books should be checked. If no money is owed, the promissory note
should be returned. The same should be done with all promissory notes of other debtors, so that nothing undue
should remain withme. . ............. ... ..

Referent to the slander that | have squandered funds from the Moravian state, | hereby swear before you, especially
now that I am going to pass away into the world of truthfulness {owpT nnby), that | am free of this sin. On the
contrary, 1 always used this money strictly and sparingly, and [ have in my hands not one farthing belonging to the
state..”

In the year of his death, 1753, the household of R. B. Eskeles was comprised of 42 persons, including his wife, two
daughters, 28 servants with 6 children:

I cashier (accountant general - R. Loeb Fuerth Eskeles}

| assistant cashier | cellar man

I accountant | servant of cashier

I copyist I assistant accountant
2 German writers | household storekeeper
2 Hebrew writers 3 female buyers

1 messenger | nurse

| solicitor 1 room servant

| commissioner 1 baker

1 jeweler | dishwasher

1 cantor (khazan) 1 governess (cashier)
I slaughter (shokhet) 1 nurse {cashier)

| bass-singer ? (bassist) | general servant

| teacher 2 male-servants
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Below are cited selected parts from the last will of R. Berend Eskeles, which helps to characterize his personality and
the circurnstances of this epoch:

“In the name of God, this is to testify before God, today February 28, 1753 here in Vienna, that the witnesses
undersigned at the end of this document, came to the chief rabbi Berend Eskeles and found him very weak on his
sick-bed. In light of his condition, his conversation and his understanding was as lucid as any other healthy person
one might finding walking in the market. We have examined him, and his mind is perfect and clear, and we found that
he is in full comprehension. On yes he answered “yes”, and on no he answered "no”.
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1753 - Extracts from the German translation of 10.2 R. Berend Gabnel Eskeles' last wili.
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LINE 2

Line 2, the "Austrian’ line of the Eskeles family is doubtless the most famous and best documented branch of the
family. Accurate documentation concerning the family's activities is available principally due to the prominent social
and political status they enjoyed in Austria during the later half of the 19th century. I have no intention of writing the
detailed history of this line, which could itself fill a book. | will rather try to recount only the main facts and data,
emphasizing some personal and social aspects of the family.

10.2 R, Berend Berush Issakhar Eskeles
Born Otkusz 1691, died Vienna 9.3.1753
Sources: Encyclopedia Judaica, Mr. Paul ]. Jacohi,
His last will in Hebrew and German.

ABD Kremsier (Kromeritz) at the age of eighteen from 1710 to 1719, and also ABD Prossnitz. From 1717 ABD Mainz
and from 1718 also Kur-Mainzer-Landesrabbiner. He succeeded his father as ABD Nikolsburg and as Moravian
Landesrabbiner, and in 1725 also his father-in-law, the famous Samson Wertheimer, as Hungarian Ober- und
Landesrabbiner.

Around 1719 he settled in Vienna as court purveyor, supplying arms and other commodities. Although the dowry from
his first wife provided substantial initial wealth, remuneration from his prominent position in the court significantly
enhanced his personal holdings. Concurrently, he administered to his rabbinical offices from Vienna. When consulted
by the Moravian authorities in 1727, he suggested that the precept forbidding Jews from shaving with a razor be
enforced. Furthermore, he advocated distinctive dress for Jews, except during travels.

On the basis of the so called 311 Moravian Statutes, introduced in 1661, he saw to compilation and translation of the
“resolutions” (statutes), posed till 1748 by the Synods of the Vaadei Kehillot of Moravia and finally approved in 1754,
They were published in their German transtation as “Statuten der jidischen Gemeinde” in Maehren (1880) . His
novellae on 'Tractae Berakhot' remained unpublished. Using his influence in the court, he successfully supported
Diego d'Aguilar’s efforts to prevent the expulsion of the Jews from Moravia in 1741. However, he was unable to
exercise his influence neither in Prag nor in Bohemia in 1744-45.

R. Berend Issakhar Eskeles established the Eskeles - Foundation for Torah. It was dedicated to teaching Torah to
children and to providing dowries for brides. Endowed with 50,000 florins, it was one of the largest foundations in the
Habsburg empire. When, in 1782, the government ordered that it should be used for the newly founded
Normalschulen (public schools), Berend sued the government.

An agreement was reached guaranteeing the funds be appropriated according to the original charter of the
foundation, as well as for Normalschulen. Berend doubled the capital in [811. In 1839 he altered the statutes, adding
adonation funding the studies on behalf of five Moravian university-trained rabbis and ten students. The latter were
required to be of Jewish faith at the time they were awarded the scholarship, but they did not lose their privilege if
they were later baptized. Of the two trustees one was to be a member of the Eskeles family regardless of his religious
affiliations. This trustee was charged with the responsibility of appointing a second which was required to be a Jewish
Moravian resident. This second trustee was subject to replacement if, posterior to the appointment, he were baptized.
The foundation continued to exist in Brno (Bruenn) until the 1930s.
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3.3 Shoshanna Wilsker born Eskeles
b. 14.4.1936 Berlin

| was born in Berlin in 1936. In 1937, our father 'dispatched’ us
- my mother and my two brothers, Zeev and David - to Eretz
israel - Palestine, while staying for another year in Germany, in
order to liquidate his business.

The family settled on Mount Carmel in Haifa, where [ spent a
happy childhood; | went to the Ha'reali High School and
joined the 'Hatsofim’ Boy Scouts.

At the age of 18 years | joined the army for my compulsory
service in the framework of the Nakhal, and after the initial
military training, [ spent most of the service in agricultural
work in several Kibbutz.

Shoshana Wilsker born Eshkolot

in 1958 { married 3.7 Mark Wilsker and we moved to Rekhovot, where our daughter Nira was born. In 1962 we moved to
a suburb of Tel Aviv where our second daughter, Dana, was born. in 1966 we returned to Haifa,

From 1972 to 1977 we lived in The Netherlands, where Mark worked for the [sraeli Chemical Group of Companies. One
year after our return to Israel | divorced.

Since 1979 1 am working as medical secretary in the Carmel Hospital, Haifa.

2.6 Nira Sobel, born Wilsker
born 23.7.1959

| was born in Haifa and until 1972, 1 lived also in Rekhovot, Nathanya and Neve
Magen, a suburb of Tel Aviv. In 1972 our family moved to Holland, where | studied
at the British School of The Hague, graduating in 1977.

Back in Israel, | served 2 years in the army and then studied at Haifa University
English and French Literature (B.A.), Counseling, Special Education and Philosophy
{M.A.) and later, also Creative Drama and Psychodrama.

Nira Sobel born Wilsker

!

In 1988 | married Daniel Sobel and, together with a number of friends, we formed a community at the outskirts of
Haifa, where my husband opened a carpentry shop and where our two daughters, Elya and Avigail, were born.

In 1992 we moved to Mishav Yodfat in the Lower Galilee. Since then, | have been working as an Educational Counselor
and Psychodramatist in the High School in Karmiel,
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1995 - 2,12 Mikhael Weiser and 1.7 Alon Weiser 1994 - 1.6 Merav Alon born Weiser.

Their daughter Merav is married with Ran Alon.

Their son Alon has graduated the ORT professional high school, path of
computers. He will very soon begin his military service.

Their young son Amir is still at school.

1993 - 1,36 Amir Weiser

1994 - Wedding of 1.5 Merav Weiser and 1.111 Ran Alon
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2.1 Rachel Pessakh, born Eshkolot
b. 27.6.1944 in Mishmar Haemek (Afula)

Rachel is member of Kibbutz Mishmar Haemek. She studied education and specialized in education of small children.
For many years she teaches in this field in the Kibbutzim Seminar’ and in Kibbutzim in the neighborhood.

In 1963 she married Shimshon Benbenishti, who was killed in the Yom Kippur war; from this marriage, her first son
Tamir was born.

She married again in 1970 and from this marriage she has four children, Shani, Amit, Ofir and Ady.

Her husband Hiilel Pessakh is painter. He studied 'Product Design’ and works in his field at TAMA, the factory of
plastic products belonging to the Kibbutzim Mishmar Haemek and Galed.

1995 - 2.10 Hillel Pessakh. 1995 - 2.1 Rachel Pessakh born Eshkolot.

Shani Pessakh studies graphic
design; Amit Pessakh does his
compulsory service in the army, as
officer. Ofir has finished school and,
until he, too, will join the army, he is
educator in the youth movement
Hashomer Hatzair. Ady is still at
school.

1995 - 1.2 Shani Pessakh

1995 - 1. Tamir Benbenishti.
Tarnir Benbenishti is member of Kibbutz Mishmar Haemek. He is married with Mikhal Har; they have one son Paz.

1995 - 1.3 Amit Pessakh, 1995 - 1.4 Ofir Pessakh.

17



3.6 Mania Eshkolot born Galperin
Born 23.4.1929 in Kaunas {Lithuania)
Source: David Eshkolot

Daughter of Sonia bom Grudsen and Max Galperin. In
1941, in World War I}, her father and brother Liova were
killed by the Nazis. Mania and her mother survived the
Ghetto in Kaunas (Kovno) and several working camps
and after two years they spent in refugees’ camps in
Europe, arrived illegally (Aliya Beth) in Israel in April
1947,

During the years 1948-1955 she worked in the Ministry
of Finance, first as short-hand typist and from 1952 on
as secretary to the Minister of Finance. At the same
time she completed her High School studies.

As from 1955 she lives in Haifa and from 1974 on she
works at Bank Leumi Lelsrael as Assistant Manager of
the Personnel Department.

2.8 Yaron Eshkolot
Born 21.6.1955 in Haifa
Source: David Eshkolot

Son of 3.6 Mania and 3.2 David Eshkolot. After
graduating from High School in 1973 he joined
the army where he served for about 5 years -
both compuisory and regular service. He left the
army in 197% as Captain.

Yaron studied Communications, Journalism and
Tourism and has a degree as Tourism Expert. In
addition, he studied Business Management at
the Business School of Tel Aviv University and
specialized in Marketing.

As from 1986 he owns and manages a business
dealing with Marketing Consultancy in the field
of Tourism and is developing countryside-
accommodation for tourists in Israel,

1995 - 3.6 Mania Eshkolot born Galperin

Yaron has one daughter, Natally, born 26.9.1984. 1995 - 2.8 Yaron Eshkolot

He divorced her mother Narda and is today
married to Dorith Lev born Saporta on 2.1.1957,
who has two children from her late husband:
Khen born 27.7.1983 and Yarden born 26.2.1986.
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3.2 David Eshkolot
Born 22.5.1922 in Berlin
Source: David Eshkolot

Son of Olga and Otto Eskeles. Immigrated to Israel
together with his family in July 1937. Attended the
'HaReali' High School in Haifa from which he graduated
in 1947, In autumn of that year, on the eve of
independence of the State of Israel, he joined the
'Palmakh’, fought during the Independence War in the
'Yiftakh' brigade in Galilee and central regions of the
country. He left the army in 1949 as officer. During one
year he was member of Kibbutz ‘Palmakhim’.

In 1950 he proceeded to Jerusalem to study Law at the
Hebrew University, from which he graduated in 1955 as
Bachelor of Law. He performed several administrative
and legal jobs. Most of the time he worked with ZIM,
the Israeli Shipping Company, from 1988 to 1993 was
employed as lawyer in the Ministry of Justice and in
1993 joined a Law Office in Haifa.

In 1952 he married 3.6 Mania Galperin; they have a son,
28 Yaron Eshkolot and a daughter, 2.5 Mikhal
Eshkolot.

1

1995 - 3.2 David Eshkolot

In September 1945, after the war ended,
] came legally to Palestine by boat,
together with my mother, my brother
and one of my sisters. The eldest,
matried, with a child, returned to France.

The life here was, naturaily, completely
different from everything we could draw
in our imagination, and very far from our
life today.

[ went to high school in Kibbutz Mishmar
Haemek, where my teachers did their
utmost in order to help me to overcome
the arduousness of a new language and
a completely new world. [ feel that they
succeeded and | am grateful to them.

1979 - 3.5 Rachel Renée Eshkolot
born Fleischer



3.5 Rachel (Renée) Eshkolot born Fleischer
Born 3.9.1933 in Sedan {France)
Source: Rachel! Eshkolot

My parents left Poland for Germany in 1910, trying to build a better life. They
settled in Karlsruhe, where four children were born. My father was a small
tradesman, dealing with electrical appliances, mainly radio sets, who eamed
just enough to enable the family to live a modest life. In 1931 they moved to
Sedan, in France, where my sister and me joined the family. We were now
three boys and three girls, the elder being born in 1917 and the youngest
(myself), in 1933. In 1937 we moved again (the Wandering Jew) to Pas-de
Calais, in the northern part of France. 1 have no special memoties, but of a
warm and lively home, until the break out of the war, in 1939.

| remember the bombing and the day we had to flee and to leave behind our
house and belongings. We burned all documents and photographs, trying to
hide the fact that we were Jews, and my father drove us in his car to Paris,
where no fuel could be found. We continued by train and bus to the south of o™ "2 e T ot born
France, where we lived poorly in a small village, being the only Jewish family  Fleischer.

in the whole area, fearing every step of the German army, and of the French

government as well. One of my brothers died in 1941 at the age of 13 - the

only physician in the area (a French, of course) being too busy to take care of a

Jewish boy.

Things became worse and my sister and [ were hidden in a convent situated in the vicinity. When the nuns discovered
that we are Jewish we had to leave and went back home, to the village. In 1942 my eldest brother and his wife, who
married before the war and stayed behind us in the north of France, decided to join us. On their way, in the train, they
were arrested by the Germans and sent to Auschwitz. They perished there, she in the iaboratory and he, on the electric
wire when he was notified about her death. In February 1943, two french policemen knocked on our door. They were
sent to fetch my father - just for a few days, a matter of routine, and he will then come back. We never saw him again,
of course. He died in Maidaneck.

Once more we moved, clearly knowing what will happen to us after we saw the German entering the village and the
mayor bending before the ‘heros’. This time we were helped by a Jewish organization trying to send out of France as
many Jews as possible. In May 1943, wearing two or three dresses to free our hands, we crossed the border to
Switzerland at night, walking in muddy fields and endiess forests. We had Juck not to be turned down by the Swiss
policemen who met us on the border, but let us enter what we thought to be the paradise. It is sad to say, but many of
our friends were not allowed to cross the border and were sent back to France. Almost all of them were caught and
killed by the Germans.

After spending six months in the Red Cross Center in Geneva, the family had to split and | was sent to a Swiss family
in Vevey, located near the Lake of Geneva, who was paid by the Red Cross to keep me. Many jewish chiidren stayed
with Swiss families, whiie their parents were detained in refugees camps which were created for this purpose.
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and later, as company commander in combat units of the ‘Golani’ brigade, and took part in most of the battles the
brigade fought.

This book is not intended as framework of an account of the war of independence, but [ would like to mention one
figure, in order to demonstrate the severity and hardness of this war: from 240 graduates of our officer’s course in May
1948, 120 had been kiiled in battle three months later. 1 was lucky enough to be wounded only once and to be ‘almost
killed three times.

At the end of the independence war my unit became motorized and since, [ became involved in the creation of the
armor corps of the Israeli Army. In 1951 I spent one year at the French Armor School in Saumur and then commanded
the first armor officer's course in Israel,

In 1953 [ left the army for political reasons - as member of the "Hashomer Hatzair' [ was denied promotion, but was
called back in 1955. The Kibbutz did not want to agree to my return to the army, so that [ had to leave the Kibbutz. We
were very short of money - at this time leaving members of a Kibbutz received no indemnity at all - and, in order to
balance our budget, we started with translations for the Ministry of Defence, another career which we took up again 35
years later. After almost 10 years as in combat, staff and training duties, including the 1956 war, [ went for two years to
the Ivory Coast in 1962, as head of the Israeli Military Mission. [ retired from the army in 1963 in the rank of Lieutenant
Colonel.

In 1964 | headed a team of young ex-officers for a year in Madasgacar in forestry survey for a private french company
and then worked in Israel in private business. In 1967 | was called back to the army, participated in the six days war,
was wounded at the Suez canal after the end of the war, at the beginning of the so called 'war of weakening’, and
stayed until 1970 with the army. Among other duties, I built-up the Singapore Armored Forces, including training of
the Singapore officers in Israel and in Singapore.

Retired again from the army in 1970 | had several
jobs, some of them not very satisfactory. My most
interesting job was for about 3 years as secretary
and part of the time also as chairman of the league
against religious coercion, which gave me the
opportunity to combine organizational skills with
political beliefs. [n 1979 | worked for almost 4 years
as administrative manager in a big Israeli
construction company in Nigeria. | retired again
from professional activity in 1983.

In 1984 | began working on the Eskeles genealogy
and very soon discovered that [ have to computerize
my work. Having won interest in computers and
gained the necessary skill in word processing, and
having been initiated by potential clients which
applied to our knowledge of languages, we started
in 1985 to develop a translation business, which is
growing since all the time and keeps us very busy.

Some words about my family: in 1942 | married 3.4
Hanna Wolf and two years later our daughter 2.1
Rachel Eshkolot was born. We divorced in 1947. In
1952, | married 3.5 Rachel {Renée) Fleischer. We
have three children, 2.2 Ayala, 2.3 Talya and 2.4
Itamar.

1989 - 3.1 Zeev Eshkolot.
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3.1 Zeev Eshkolot (Wolfgang Hermann Eskeles)
Born 15.1.1920 in Berlin
Source: Zeev Eshkolot

Among the memories | keep with me is a childhood which took place in a wealthy family living in a large, 10 rooms flat
in one of the most elegant residential quarters of Berlin, situated at a two minutes walk from the Kurfirstendamm. In
spite of our excellent financial situation - my father, born in a poor family, was a successful banker who had made his
fortune by hard work - there was no ‘show-off. My mother played the piano - a Bluthner grand piano which had its
place of honor in a special music room where [ was not altowed without special permission - and both, my mother
and my father were involved in cultural and social activities.

When | was eight years old, my mother gave birth to my brother David, and passed away from a heart attack. It took my
father many years to overcome the death of his beloved wife. We used to spend holidays together and went also often
to visit my aunt Frieda and my two cousins Hans and Hermann Goldschmidt, who lived in Munich.

When [ was 10 years old [ entered the "College Francais”, which was considered to be one of the best High Schools in
Berlin, many of the students being sons of foreign diplomats who served in Berlin. The language of instruction in
many subjects was French. | believe that the emphasis on languages - French, English, Greek and Latin, as well as the
international atmosphere of the school, have stimulated my love for languages and are one of the reasons for the
cosmopolitic orientation in my later life.

At the age of eleven I joined the Zionist youth movement 'Werkleute' which became later, in Israel, part of the
‘Hashomer Hatzair' . The ‘Werkleute' became almost the most important thing of my life, even more than school.

Hitler came to power on my thirteenth birthday. I stiil remember the time [ spent at school together with pupils who
were members of the ‘Hitlerjugend’ and with teachers who were members of the Nazi party. My class teacher was
member of the SS. Luckily, until we left Germany in 1937, | never suffered personally from persecution, neither did a
member of our close family. The restrictions on jews had a general character, such as laws concerning economical and
professional activity, marriage with non Jews, civil rights, etc., but we were not hurt in the first years of the Nazi
regime.

At school, there was an equitable relationship with fellow students and teachers, Jewish pupils being excluded only
from some activities of Nazi-German-Aryan character. But it was clear to us, as it was to everybody, that the noose was
tightening and that it was only a question of time and timing when to leave Germany.

[n 1932, my father married 4.6 Paula Kronheimer who, with much success, undertook the very difficult task to become
the adoptive mother of my brother David and myself. In 1936, my sister Shoshanna was born, The same year | had to
leave High School and | made an apprenticeship in the maintenance department of a big paper and cardboard
factory, which belonged to a Jew.

In 1937 we left Germany and came to Eretz Israel. My father remained another year in Germany, in order to liquidate
his bank, and joined us in 1938. All these years, until the creation of a Jewish State in 1948, there were severe
restrictions on immigration - Aliya - to Palestine, except for owners of a ‘capitalist certificate’. At this time, the fact of
possessing one thousand Pounds Sterling made you a ‘capitalist’ and enabled you to obtain an immigration
certificate. We came on such ‘capitalist certificate’ and settled in Haifa. [ decided to go back to school and was
admitted at the Technical High School of the Technion. We arrived end July 1937 and school began end September. |
plunged with a private teacher, a feliow student of my future class, into Hebrew and after two months of intensive
study, 10 hours per day, | mastered the Hebrew language. [ became very soon active in the ‘Hagana', the illegal Jewish
defense organization. This was the beginning of my later military career.

In 1939, | graduated from the Technical High School, worked for almost one year as welder in the construction of the
Haifa Refineries. In 1940, together with my group of Hashomer Hatzair, [ joined Kibbutz Mishmar Haemek, where |
remained as member until 1956,

In 1948, the 'Hagana' sent me to an officer's course, which terminated a short time before the declaration of the
Jewish State and the invasion of some parts of former Palestine by the Arab armies. | served as platoon commander
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From 1926 to 1928, she works as social worker in different Jewish communities and in 1928 she begins her career in
the main, central Jewish welfare organization in Germany {Zentralwohlfahrtsstelle der Deutschen Juden), as referent
for socia! work among the youth and as editor of the institution’s periodical.

In the Zentralwohlfahrtsstelle she met my father, Otto Eskeles and in 1932, they got married.

Paula had many friends, Jews and gentiles, among them leading personalities in Jewish social affairs, such as Georg
Lubinski - later Giora Lotan, founder and head of the National Insurance (Bituakh Leumi) in Israel, Georg (Giora)
Josephtal, later Minister of Labor and Social Affairs in Israel, and many others with whom she remained in close
relationship after her Aliya to Palestine.

She adopted Otto's two sons, myself and my brother David, and made with great success every effort to replace our
mother, who had died years ago.

In 1936, our sister Shoshanna was born and in 1937,
we emigrated to Israel. She learned very quickly
Hebrew and in the first years after her Aliya she
worked as social worker on behalf of the Jewish
Agency in a camp for Olim at Atlit, near Haifa.

Paula and Otto’s home in Haifa remained during all
the years, until Otto’s death in 1960, a center for all
members of the family and their many friends. Paula
was very much interested in literature and poetry
and even made transiations from Hebrew into
German,

Age was not friendly with her and slowly she
declined, mainly mentally. All of us tried always to
remember her in her long vears of physical beauty
and intellectual brightness. She passed away in
1994, at the age of 92 years.

1992 - 4.6 Paula Eskeles born Kronheimer.

1992 - Celebration of 4.6 Paula Eskelesj 90th birthday.
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4.8 Arthur Hermann Eskeles
Born 29.3 1899 Offentach, died 1941 in the Holocaust
Sources: Zeev Eshkolot, Hans Goldschmidt (s. above)

We know little about Arthur Eskeles. It is known that in his youth he was a great motorcycle fan and he enjoyed life.
He married 4.61 Grete Stern, who came from a very rich family. They lived in Frankfurt in a beautiful flat which was

arranged and furnished by an architect, an unusual luxury in those times.

We have copies of all applications they.submitted to the finance authorities in Frankfurt in 1939, soliciting emigration
to England and the U.S.A., and of the permission which was given to them after heavy payments of almost all their
property to the authorities for "tax evasion, expiation payment and other obligations (sonstige Verpilichtungen
einschliesslich Reichsfluchtsteuer und Stthnezahlung)”. The exact circumstances are unknown. For some reason, they
never emigrated, The files from Yad Vashem, which are confirmed by the International Tracing Service of the Red

Cross, indicate that they were deported in 1941 to Litzmanstadt, where they perished.
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1939 - ‘Certificate of no objection’ (to emigration, etc.), issued to 4.8 Arthur Eskeles and 4.61
Grete Eskeles born Stern; both perished in the Holocaust,

4.6. Paula Eskeles born Kronheimer
Born 28.3.1902 Firth, Died 11.9.19%4, Haifa
Source: Zeev Eshkolot

Paula was born in Firth, a small, not speciaily beautiful town, near Nurnberg in
Bavaria. Her father owned a stationery business. Her mother, who was a very charming
woman, had 12 brothers and sisters. The relationship in her mother's family was very
close and had an enormous influence on Paula.

Paula, who was extremely intelligent and attractive, hated her ugly home town, the
‘petit bourgeois atmosphere and tried to live her own life at her belief, but still within
the limits and respect of high school and her parents house.

In 1921, she graduated from high schoo! and decided to become a social worker. She
studied philosophy for one year at the Erlangen University, worked as volunteer for
Catholic organizations in legal assistance for youth, In 1922, she started to study
political sciences and social work at Munich University and then, went to study at Koln
(Cologne) University. In 1923, she got her diploma of social worker. In 1926, she
graduated from Kéln University as Doctor in Political Sciences (at this time, Sociology
was in Germany apparently a branch of political sciences).
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4,3 Joseph Max Eskeles
Born 3.11.1
Source: Zeev Eshkolot

joseph was a bachelor all his life. He worked as a salesman of accessories in the leather industry. He probably
continued in the business of his father. [n 1938 he was imprisoned for one and a half months in the concentration
camp of Buchenwald, but was released and came to Palestine in 1940. He did not stay there, for he later emigrated to
the U.S.A. and settled down in New York. We know that during the years 1951 and 1952 he lived in a board and care
facility on the Upper West Side of Manhattan, NY., where also his cousin Max Speier lived, but do not know what were

his activities in New York and when he died.
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old.
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In the beginning of the thirties, his ties with Zionist organizations became stronger and he decided to emigrate to
Palestine. The timing of the emigration was propitious because he was absolutely aware of the hopeless situation of
the German Jews. He realized that time was running out for the [ews in Germany. Also, in order to emigrate, he had to
liquidate his assets, sell his partnership and transfer his money out of Germany.

His wife Paula and the three children Zeev, David and Shoshanna emigrated in 1937 to Palestine, he remained in
Germany in order to liquidate his business and followed one year later.

In Palestine, and later Israel, his professional skili and experience proved beneficial in cultivating a business in
connection with the transfer of Jewish property from Germany and the countries allied with Germany. It was never a
big business, but was enough to provide the family. The new culture and business mentality in Palestine did not
necessarily resonate with his character and conceptions of business and life. He continued to be active in various
public institutions and organizations until his death in 1960.

Otto was a hard working man, who believed in honesty and efficiency. He believed that one can and has to earn one’s
money through hard work and honest business. At the same time, he felt it was one's duty to be active in the
community and he was always ready to help people, personally or through welfare institutions. However, he did not
tolerate being ‘cheated’ by people who wanted to take advantage of the public or of philanthropic organizations,
without making the necessary effort to help themselves. Unlike many other German Jews who came to
Palestine/Israel at a relatively advanced age, he succeeded to learn and read Hebrew literature and to take part in the
local cultural life.

One of his characteristics was his reserved and prudent manner when analyzing situations, making decisions, and
acting upon his convictions. Humble in his aspirations, he never abused his connections with various welfare and
public activities. For his honesty and sincerity he was heralded as a popular man welcomed by everyone. His
personality should serve as a model for his descendants.

4.5 Olga Katherina Eskeles born Schénfeld
Born 17.10.1891 Berlin, died 22.5.1928 Berlin
Source: Zeev Eshkolot, Hans Goldschmidt (see above)

We know very little about Olga Eskeles; all the documents
concerning her have been lost. The only remaining document is a
diary she wrote during a relatively short period of time of her life
- between the age of sixteen and a half and eighteen. The diary,
however, should be interpreted independently, for it expresses a
very particular state of mind, during a relatively short and
difficult period of her life. The entries describe her feelings after
the death of her mother, covering as well the second marriage of
her father to a woman she despised. Considering the emotional
pressures, the entries should not be interpreted as valid
testimony on behalf of her character. The feelings she expresses
are quite contradictory to her kind and balanced character,
described by all those who have known her.

1917 - 4,5 Qlga Schoenfeid one year before her marriage
to 5.1 Otto Eskeles.

Olga was brought up in a wealthy, assimilated Jewish family in Berlin. Her father was a “Justizrat” - a title of honor for
respected lawyers - 4.62 Julius David Schénfeld. She had an older sister, Josephine, (nicknamed Pepi) and an older
brother named Reinhold. Olga was a beautiful, very educated, highly intelligent and musically inclined young woman.
We do not know anything about her activities during the eight years between graduation from high-school until she
married Otto. Her first son, Wofgang - Zeev Eshkolot, was born one and a half years after her marriage. Heart disease
and her overall failing health should have prevented her from having more children. She died during childbirth from a
heart attack while having her second son David in 1928,
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RWmmZé’J/ He served in a combat unit on the eastern front,

& D. was wounded and was awarded the Iron Cross,
second class. He was discharged from the army
in 1918 and in the same year married 4.5 Olga
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Befdieinigung dee @hefehfichung. Katherina Schoenfeld. They had two children
Settén uu%fﬁﬁ%ﬂc,%" MWW Zeev (Wofgang Hermann) born 1920 and David
wetptent o Berlit-L0Hmersdor, {Robert David) born 1928. Olga died in childbirth

it v q,hﬂ%,m,p_w while having David, a very hard blow for Otto

etotel 0 Barlli-L0ilnersdor, who was very attached to her.
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19i8 - Civil marriage certificate of 4.1 Otto Eskeles and 4.5 Olga
Schoenfeld.

We do not know when and how he advanced from 'Prokurist” at Gebrlider Heymann to become a partner, and how he
financed this partnership, but it must have been not long after the end of the war. We can only assume that the post
war economic situation, high-inflation rate and the hard transition to normai conditions, created possibilities which
he was able to use to his advantage.

Otto was a wealthy man already in the beginning of the twenties. He and his wife lived
in a very big and beautiful apartment, had many friends and enjoyed an intensive
cultural life. Otto never wanted to ‘show off his wealth and never exhibited the
doubtful manners of the 'nouveaux riches’. He was always conscious of the hardship of
his youth, and the trying circumstances his mother suffered in order to raise and
educate her children in a culturally rich and morally sound household.

1935 - 4.1 Otto Eskeles.

On the other hand, Olga Eskeles, his wife, came from a rich and highly cultured family, and her cultural activity was
part of her education and character.

It is significant for Otto (and many other wealthy people of this generation), that he never had a car of his own. There
was one car, a Mercedes with a driver, belonging to the bank, which served the three partners, mainly for the needs of
the business. The family depended mostly on public transportation, bus, underground, city-railway and sometimes a
taxicab.

Otto kept Jewish tradition and attended Jewish holiday services at the synagogue {Oranienburgerstrasse). However, he
did not keep kashrut and he worked on Saturdays. He was very active in several Jewish institutions, mainly in the
‘Zentralwohlfahrtsstelle der Deutschen juden’ and ‘Kinderhilfe’, both Jewish weifare foundations, At the
‘Zentralwohlfahrtsstefle” he met 4.6 Dr. Paula Kronheimer, a social worker who, in 1932, became his second wife. In
1936 a daughter, Shoshanna, was born.
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We do not know where he worked from 1907 until 1916, Records
indicate that during this time he was recruited to the German
army. His armed services identification information details his
profession as an “Authorized Bank Officer” (Bankprokurist).
Notably, he occupied a relatively high position after only 9 years
of work in this profession. After the war he became a partner in a
private bank, Gebrider Heymann, but we do not know if he had a
position in the same bank prior to the war.

1900 - 4.1 Otto Eskeles
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1917 - Certificate of the 'Iron Cross 2nd Class’ awarded to Otto Eskeles in World War L
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1904 - Letter of acceptance by Bank Loewenherz.
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1886 - Birth registration of 4.1 Otto Eskeles.

In 1904, after graduating from high school in Offenbach, he came to Berlin. Apparently, he wanted to study law and/or
business, but he did not have the necessary funds and appiied for a job in a bank. We have a letter from Bank
Loewenherz dated April 1, 1904 confirming his employment as an apprentice, “provided that he improves his
handwriting and show attention, diligence and conscientiousness...”. He probably started to work as an apprentice
and, at the same time, pursued studies under a free student arrangement with the University of Berlin. From 1905 he
was student at the faculty of law and graduated in 1907.
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I 'met Otto's and Olga's first son, Wolfgang alias Zeev, in the early Twenties, A ‘Gouvernante’ was in charge of him. A
‘Gouvernante’ is no 'Kindermaedchen’ (nurse} - but was, what 1 should say, a high-class educator. In the early Twenties
of this century these ladies - not girls - were recruited from daughters - for example - of the Prussian officer's class.
They were protestant, of course, suitably educated, etc. They slept with their pupils in the same room, so that the
mother at no time of the day or night had any inconvenience with their offspring. As mother Olga’s health, or rather
sleep, was rather delicate, this arrangement was of importance. In 1932 | came again to Berlin to wotk on my
dissertation detailing the role of the Federal Reserve Bank in 1928 and its history.”

4.1 Otto Joseph Eskeles
Born 27.8.1886 Offenbach/Main, died 7.8.1960 Haifa
Source; Zeev Eshkolot, Hans Goldschmidt {see above)

Otto's father, 5.1 Hermann Naftali Eskeles,

died when Otto was not 2 years old. Otto and c 9rfe v 2 ¢ T [ 5

his sister Frieda were raised by their mother "T K y J\ 2, L&iﬁ

Mathilde (see above). He went to school in "“‘J" AU 1ma & sl '” {0 ' m’a
Offenbach, where he also completed his high Vefer ufe ""“C' h "'" VRl
school studies. Although later in his life he & %/,{ Eé/{”ﬁr/ o roryre -3{’2 = ZZ

proved to be an extremely intelligent and A /
Ao for 7 o _Ae G 4/ e

bright man, his school reports were mediocre.
He was exempted from sports for medical

reasons, but we are unaware of the nature of 1886 - Birth registration of Otto Eskeles in Hebrew and German, probably
his illness from the registers of the Jewish community of Offenbach.
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Furthermore, you had to undergo vaccinations against typhus and sundry other diseases. Smailpox vaccinations were
compulsory in Germany in any case.

| was vaccinated twice, at the age of two, and then again during my first school years at seven or eight. Furthermore, |
recall that my mother had to acquire a supply of quinine (chocolate coated). [ also recall that, after her return, my
mother announced that she was not the only visitor at my uncle Otto's sickbed: his fiancee, 4.5 Olga Schoenfeld, was
also there. They got married in 1919.

Easter 1922, I received an invitation from the young couple to visit them in Berlin. [ was terribly excited. It was my first
train journey alone across Germany. It was a postwar Germany suffering unbridled inflation, the aftermaths of the
Treaty of Versailles, the economic and psychological effects of reparations, and the blackmarketeers. In light of these
circumstances, | was surprised that 1 was allowed such a luxurious vacation. Berlin - the Center of Germany was just
beginning to blossom, preparing its last splendor during the Weimar Republic. Otto met me at the Anhalter Bahnhof
as aunt Olga was attending a concert listening to the "Forellen Quintett”. This simple yet significant fact stands out in
my mind, as it was the custom in the ‘Province’ for the whole family to gather at the station to welcome a visitor ...
however young.

Aunt Olga, when [ met her the next morning, made a terrific impression on me. She was petite, very pretty, with black
hair parted in the center. She struck me as extremely alert and intelligent, disciplined and firm in her whole attitude.
The flat in Meinekestrasse was immense. The Music Room in which the Grand Piano occupied almost the entire
space, was forbidden ground for me. The delicate burgundy-colored carpet registered every footstep and would
require careful daily care to restore it to its perfection. Adjoining, was the Salon, which housed an immense library. It
was there that | acquainted myself with “Herz!'s Diaries”, with his "Altneuiand”, and many, many other books which
were 'taboo’ in our house. My father who was a good Jew, grew up according to the tradition of his grandfather, the
Rabbi Dr. Salomon Formstecher; a liberal, who worked and died in Offenbach/Main 1888, He was a German Jew, but
no Zionist.

But to come back to uncle Otto. He played a big role in my early upbringing, due to the fact that my father died in
1923 {1 was 13 years old). | shall always remember the year 1923. During that summer | was stricken with polio. In
November Hitler putsched in Munich and was defeated, inflation was stopped, and overnight 1,000,000 Mark became
one Rentenmark.

That same summer my father died after an illness tasting two months, During the last week of his illness my mother
called in a professor for consultation, and two weeks after my father's death the professor presented his bill: 30 Gold
Mark. | was sent to his office to pay in three 10 Goldmarks - where they came from, [ do not know.

My father had his own business and staff. He also had the most ‘fantastic and solid” investment including: shares in
Moscow and Vladivostock Railways, Austro-Hungarian Papers, Belgian, French and English Obligations. Al of these
‘holdings' were rendered completely and utterly useless. The Russians had turned communist, and no one would
seriously negotiate with a German shareholder on account of the useless German currency after the war. My mother
tried her utmost to continue the business and maintain the family. She depended on her brother Otto who stood by
her with advice and help.

[ wanted to become a banker like him, and between 1928 and 1933 his recommendations enabled me to pursue this
career. In 1927 or 1928, I asked him to suggest a long-term recommendation for me. His answer was: “Fortgehen,
moglichst weit, moglichst lang” (Emigrate, as far as possible, for as long a time as possible).

Otto and Paula [4.6 Paula Eskeles born Kronheimer - Otto's second wife he married in 1932, after the death of Olga in
1928 - Z.E.] saw me off to Africa from Belgium in 1936. A month later | left Paris, after a domicile there lasting four
vears. | was again the guest of Otto and Paula in 1952, on my return from India to Rhodesia, and again in 1955,
together with my wife, on our return from Europe. In my eyes, uncle Otto never changed. He was always benevolent
and understanding.
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journey, a lonely French aircraft had placed a bomb in the center of Frankfurt and compietely destroyed a smalt
waiting room at the Hauptwache, a tram-line crossing. The moral effect was not devastating, but nevertheless,
impressive. Of course, the ramifications of the bombing did not register with me. In retrospect, however, it showed
considerable courage on the part of my parents to send one of their two children into a possible war zone.

I remember having a great time with my grandmother. Although she had a one-woman business to look after (M.C.
Kirschbaum Nachfolger; dowry/bridal linen), she took me around to see sights that would interest a little boy.

Thus [ remember a trip to the Forsthaus’ - a holiday spot nearby, where [ enjoyed a ride in a little carriage drawn by
goats. [ was also taken to Kelsterbach to meet aunt Babette [5.3 Babette Bettchen Speier born Eskeles - Line 8 -
Z.E)}(daughter of Abraham Eskeles) and uncle Bernhard Speier at their - probably summer - house and little garden.
They grew their own vegetables and berries and had some fruit trees. Considering the food shortages during those
war-time days, such delicacies were a real indulgence. I still remember - there [ saw my first beanstalk.

Uncle Bernhard had a long white beard and gave me the impression of a friendly fairy-tale character. Ten years later |
was the guest for a week of his son 4.39 Max Speier [father of 3.42 Ursula Growald and 3.44 Eva Luria both born
Speier] and his family in K&In (Cologne).

Grandmother Mathilde had four sisters and a brother. They, of course, are not of interest in the context of the Eskeles
genealogy, to which I shall confine myself.

A second visit to my grandmother took place in 1919 - a few months before her death. She had congenital heart
problems and went to Bad Nauheim every year. She died eventually of cancer of the breast - as did her daughter forty
years later.

Tante Jeannette [5.8 |eannette Eskeles born Frank - widow of 5.6 Moritz Eskeles], a brother of my grandfather
Hermann - | knew very well. She lived in Offenbach, Biberstrasse 24. In the same house, Hermann & Moritz had an
outfitting business. She lived on the first floor of a two-storied house in the center of town near the market. The house
had a little garden with a summerhouse. It was actually a wooden shack with a bench, where aunt Jeannette spent the
afternoons and evenings.

I remember her well, because when [ stayed with relatives of my late father in Offenbach, I had a ‘jour fixe’ for lunch on
Saturdays with her. Her oldest son, Joseph, - unmarried - lived with her, and on occasions her youngest son Arthur
foined us. On occasions only, for he was a great motorcycle fan and, on weekends, roamed the countryside with
another cousin of mine - Alfred Goldschmidt. You will have noticed in the genealogy, that among German Jews at the
turn of the century Hermann {Khaim}) and Alfred (Avraham) were great fashion.

! must make mention here of anather daughter of Abraham Eskeles - 5.4 Amalie Mayerfeld born Eskeles - [ have vague
memories of her; | must have met her in Frankfurt. I do remember her features - an impressive face with a nose of
intelligent and strong character. She lived in Hannover and her, or rather her son in law’s business had to do with
alimentation - butchery - I am not quite sure. [ do remember that during the war (W.W.[) she sent us a food parcel of
duck’s eggs. Perhaps she sent several, | do not know. | have not seen or tasted ducks' eggs since, but | remember that
they are about twice the size of chicken eggs. In those days everyone baked for themselves, making nood!es, cakes and
omelettes; thus such additional items were more than welcome.

My mother's brother Otto [4.] Otto Eskeles], who lived in Berlin, was the only other Eskeles family member with
whom [ had close connections. | had first heard from him as a little boy of six or seven, when Otto was a soldier in
World War |.

[ recall that he served on the Eastern Front in Rumania under General Mackensen. There he was wounded, transferred
to a military hospital in Mulhouse (Elsace) and later to Berlin. Toward the end of the war, either 1917 or 1918, my
mother went to visit him. The distance between Munich and Berlin is about 650 kilometers which in those days took a
fast train about 12 hours, no problem. Yet, to be able to travel from Munich (Bavaria, Germany) to Berlin (Prussia,
Germany) in those days, you were required to carry a passport and a visa for German nationals (whether foreigners
were able to undertake a journey, obviously depended whether they were classified as Neutrals or otherwise).
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5.6 Moses Moritz Eskeles
Born 24.6.1851 Kelsterbach,
died ? Offenbach
Sources: Hans Goldschmidt,
Zeev Eshkolot

Not much is known about Moritz
Eskeles, the oldest brother. He and
Hermann Eskeles had a shop of
accessories for the leather industry
in Offenbach. He married 5.8
Jeannette Frank, the older sister of
5.7 Mathilde Eskeles. They had three
sons, one died very young, and the
two others had no children.
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The family in Germany between 1900 and 1933

Here follows a description of the Eskeles family by 3.8 Hans Goldschmidt (Line 9). Hans was born 1910 in Munich and
left Germany in 1933. During this period, he met many of the members of the family and below he recounts some of
his childhood memories. Hans has not only a very good memory, but also an extracrdinary sense of humor and an
understanding of people. His ‘'memories’ help to understand the conditions and atmosphere of our ancestors in
Germany between the two world wars:

1851 - Birth registration of 5.6 Moses Moritz
Eskeles.

" was born in Munich - Bavaria, Southern Germany - and the first member of the Eskeles family | became acquainted
with was my mother [4.2 Frieda Goldschmidt born Eskeles - Z.E.]. She was small statured, with grayish/bluish eyes
that had an occasional greenish tinge. She had a notably sharp intellect and pursued varied interests. In her
pre-marital days she taught German in some institute or another to Jewish immigrant youngsters from tsarist Russia
-the previous century's last refugees from the East, final waves before the floods of our times. My grandmother [5.7
Mathilde Eskeles born Frank - Z.E.] - my mother's mother - lived in Frankfurt/Main - some 300 miles away - and
travelling in the first quarter of the century was somewhat more difficult and unusual than the convenience of our
modern times. The train took 8 to 10 hours, and even those people who owned a car in the late Twenties or early
Thirties could not make the trip any faster, as the poor road conditions were not constructed for long distance
traveling.

The other Eskeles lived around Frankfurt - Offenbach, Kelsterbach, and in Kéln and Hannover. Thus my early memory
of the ‘others’ starts with a visit to my grandmother's house in 1916, during the first world war. Shortly before my
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1919 - Letter of 5.7 Mathilde Eskeles to her children few days before her death.
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1882 - Marriage registration of 5.1 Hermann Eskeles and 5.7 Mathilde Frank.

The following letter, written by Mathilde Eskeles a short time before her death, sheds light on her loving, rich
character and the circumstances of her life. The note did not reach her children until after her death.

My dear children! “Friday, 2 November 1919

When these lines reach your hands, [ shall not be anymore. Unfortunately, | do not leave you any treasures, about
which my last will should be written. I have always tried to do the best for you, and even if | fail to leave you wealth, 1
depart conscious, that | always endeavored to educate you to be useful persons. You have largely repaid me with your
love for me as my children. These lines only intend to express my wish, that you reward Elise [her housekeeper -
Z.E.] for al] she did for me during my long sickness. | know that you would have done it by yourselves, but | request
she be given furniture for her bedroom and living-room, whatever you do not need for yourselves. | do not want, of
course, to give you any instructions, only a hint.

I am very moved; keep on loving me, as | have kept you with sadness in my memory.

Your mother.”
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The relationship between Hermann and his brother Moses Motitz seems to have been very close. It is not known when
they left Kelsterbach for Offenbach at that time, which was an important commercial center for the leather industry.
They were partniers in a leather accessories business. The two brothers married two sisters, Jeannette and Mathilde
Frank, from a notable family from Arnstein.

The Frank family. Mathilde standing on the right side.

5.7 Mathilde Eskeles born Frank
Born 3.6.1860 Arnstein, died 28.11.1919 Frankfurt/M
Source: Hans Goldschmidt, Zeev Eshkoiot

Mathilde Eskeles, less than six years after her marriage, became a
widow with two children. She nurtured and educated her two
children, 4.1 Otto Joseph Eskeles and 4.2 Frieda Eskeles (married
47 Alfred Goldschmidt), alone. She gave them the best possible
education, sent them to high school in Offenbach, and maintained
a culturally rich atmosphere that prevailed at home. Although no
concrete information exists, she possibly continued the leather
accessories business of her late husband and his brother.
However, it has been verified, that later on, and until her death,
she had her own brida! accessories shop.

5.7 Mathilde Eskeles born Frank.
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Generation 5

Generation 5 was stil! born in Kelsterbach. With one exception, 4.9 Edmund Eskeles (Line 3), all their children
(generation 4) were already born in Frankfurt or Offenbach. In the late nineteenth century, the small village of
Kelsterbach (1300 inhabitants) was no attraction for these youths. The community's deficiency in education, and the
need for Jewish emancipation and sociai and economic advancement did not provide enough stimulation for the
younger generation. We do not know exactly when generation 5 left Kelsterbach. However, we may assume, that most
or part of them finished elementary school at Kelsterbach, then went to Frankfurt to study at high school and
remained there or in Offenbach. Evidently, during those years, they became less orthodox than the community in
Kelsterbach. However, all of them maintained strong ties with the Jewish religion.

5.1 Hermann Naftali Eskeles
Born 2.8.1855 Kelsterbach, died 17.2.1888 Offenbach
Source: Zeev Eshkolot

We know very little about Hermann Eskeles. He died young, at the
age of 32. He, his brother 5.6 Moses Moritz Eskeles and his sisters
5.3 Babette (Line 8) and 5.4 Amalie (Line 6) remained in Germany.
His younger brother 5.5 Max Meyer (Line 7) and his 2 sister 5.2

Henrietta (Line 5), emigrated to the USA.

5.1 Hermann Naftali Eskeles.
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5.} Hermann Eskeles,



6.2 Gabriel Eskeles.
Born 1817 Kelsterbach, died 13.2.1896 Kelsterbach
Source: Zeev Eshkolot

Like his younger brother Abraham, Gabriel was a merchant and his life was presumably not easier than that of other
Jews in Kelsterbach, We only know that in 1862, he purchased the house from his brother Abraham.
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1896 - Death registration of 8.1 Gabriel Eskeles.

/ﬁ/f He married in 1845 Hannche Lilienstern
’ and had with her 9 children; only 3
survived. He is the ancestor of Line 3 from
which only two members survived the
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1863 - Death registration of 6,5 Hannche Eskeles.

6.3 Feist Eskeles.
Born 1828 Kelsterbach, died 1898 Frankfurt/Main
For details see line 4.
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1876 - Petition of the jewish citizens of
Kelsterbach to District Offices in Gross-
Gerau, not be compelied to send their
children to the Public School “where
great religious influence is exerted”.
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Civil - Stands - Regifter

P e r Juden
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Tranungs - Regqifter.

a3,
———

Bu Se. D, 10138 Darmitabt, am 9. Yuguft 1887.

Bereffend: Dic Sivilftanbdregifter der Juben,

Dad Srofbersoalich HDeffifche
Minifterium ded Jnnern und der IJuftiz

an

bie @rofberjogl. Provingials Commiffariate dabier und ju Bieffen und fammilidye
©rofberzoal. Rreiseathe in ven Provingen Startendurg und Eberheffen.

%fr finbent uné veranfafit, die nachffehenben, im Wefentlichen feiber jdhon beflanbenen, jedods mit
RAEIGt auf bie bermaligen Deshienifle abgednderten und vervollfdnvigten, Beftimmungen dber bie
fibrung b Givliftantdvegifier Der Suben Qbinen quv eigeen Radjachtung, fowie gur JInjtruivong bee
drgermteifter, mit bem nfligen gugchm s [affen, baf ficy bie @rofhergoglichen Birgermeifter vem
1. Qavuar 1838 an dberall gur Fubrung ber Geburtds, Tranungds und SterbesTegilter ber Juben
gebrudter Formmularien, dbereinfifmmend nady ben Muftern 1., 2. und 3. vingerichiet, ju bedienen
haben, wovow Baé Buch, ani guted Gefchnittened Gdhreibpapier, auf allen 4 Seiten ved- Bogend
bebrudt, i ber Cabinetdbudjpeudere von Stall und Beffer babier, fiv 24 Lreuger u haber ift.

dn Thil.
Pring
1837 - Front page of the Jewish Marriages in Keisterbach.

He married in 1849 Hannche Mannheimer from Grafenhausen, about whom nothing is known, He had three sons and
three daughters with her. Remarkably, considering the high rate of infant mortality during the period, all survived and
became the ancestors of Lines 1, 5, 6,7, 8, 9. His youngest son 5.5 Meyer Max Eskeles married later (1890) Abraham's

niece 5.28 Dorothea Dora Mannheimer, the daughter of Yoel Mannheimer, his wife's brother, and became the
ancestor of Line 7 - St. Louis.

His descendants, those who emigrated to the U.S.A, as well as most of those who remained in Europe, succeeded to
survive the Holocaust
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We know only the following facts concerning the activities of Abraham Eskeles. According to records from the
Rabbinate in Filrth he was a tailor. In Kelsterbach, licenses given to merchants in 1853-54 by the mayor indicate that
Abraham was {at that time} a peddler and a merchant of food (Spezereikramer). He had doubtless to struggle for his
large family, and he might have changed his professions and activities according to the contemporary needs and
possibilities. Nevertheless, in 1858, he succeeded to purchase a home, which remained property of members of the
family until 1907.

Civil - Stands - Regifter

Der JIunuden

@emeinbc%@é’éﬂé
KRreisd Q%MJ/

Sterb-Meqifter.

68-

Su Je. D. 10138. Darmftadt, am 9. Ynguft 1937,

Beireffnd:* Die Civilffranddregifter der Iubden,

Das BroBhersoglich Saeﬂ'tfd)e
Minifterium ded Jumern und der Juftiz

an

vic @vofbersual. Provinyials Commiffariate dabice und ju Gieffen und fammtlidye
@rofpergogl. Rreisrathe in den Provingen Srarfenbury und Dberheffen.

%ﬁr firiven und vevanlaft, die nalhftehenden, im Wefentlichen fribec {don Yeftaribenen, jebody mit
RidfAdit auf die bevmaligen Berbdltniffe abgednderten und vervolfidndigten, ﬂeftlmmnnﬁ!n'ﬂbn bie
firung ber ‘Givilftandaregijter ver Juben Shuen zur eigénen Nachaditung, ‘foivie jur Injindcung der
Brgermeifter, mit dem nfitgen jugeben su laffen, dag fiy “bie Grofherzogdlidien Birgermeifter vom
1. Sanuar 1838 an dberall zir Fubrung ver Geburtds, Tvanungds und SterbesRegijter Ver Juben
ebrudter Formularien, Abereinfimmend nach ben Wujtern 1., 2. und 3. eingevichiet, 3w, bedienen
gaﬁln, woven bad Budy, auf guted befdynittened Sdyreibpapier, auf allen 4 Seiten ded Bogeud
bebrudt, in ber Gabinetsbucybructerei von Stabl unb Befter dabhier, fir 24 Kreuger gu haben ik,

[837 - Cover page ot the jewish Deaths Register in Kelsterbach.
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6.1

Abraham Eskeles Civil - Stands - Regifter
Born 7.1.1819 Kelsterbach, died

15.5.1883 Kelsterbach Per J oudewn
Source; Zeev Eshkolot

As of 1837, civil records of births, deaths

Kelsterbach. Accordingly, from this

it ber
and marriages of the Jews were kept i n Gemeinde.. %éf(%&’/é

generation on, our information about our

3 K
ancestors is more extensive and accurate. Rret g%’pffa/
e

As the Jewish community grew and became
more or less integrated, the special records

for Jews were abolished, and all

registrations were made in the general

documentation. @ghﬁlrtéﬂwegiﬁer¢

I Ny, D, 10138, Darmadt, ant . Mugui 1837,

Refrefend : Drie Sivifftanddregifier der Juden,
Dad Brofiberjoalih Deffifche
Minifterium ded Jnunern und ver Juftis

an

bie @rofberzoal. Provingials Commiffuriate babier und ju Sieffen und fammilide
®rofberzogl. Rreideathe in ben Provingen Starfenburg une Dberheffen.

;A,Bir finbert ung weranlafit, die nadftehenben, fm MWefentliden friber fhen beflanberen, jedodh mit
Ridfiht auf bie bermaligen Berbdleniffe abageduperten unb vervollfdnvigten, Beitimmungen fiber bie
Fhbrung boy Givilftanvdregifier der Sudben Jhnen jur efgenen Naciaditung, fewie gur Jejtruirnng der
Birgevmeifler, mit benr Hnfligen jugehen ju Infen, vaR fidy ble Ghroghergeglichen Blrgoermeifier vom
1. Samnar 1838 an fbevall jur Fibrung ber Gheburtds, Tranungd« und Stevbes Regifter vev Juben
gevrudter Formulavien, Aberelnfimmend nacy ben Mufern ., 2. und 3. cingerichrer, ju bebienen

1837 - Cover page of the birth register of [ews in baben, tovon bad Bud, auf guted Sefdnittened Seyeibpapice, ouf allen 3 Seiten ved Bogens
Kelsterbach. bebrudt, it ber Gabinerdbudibruderei von Stayl und Betfer vabier, fiv 24 Kremper u haden ik
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1838 - Page of the "Birth register for the Community of fewish faith’ of Keisterbach.
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Preceding the initiation of civil documentation, Jewish marriages, births and deaths were registered only at the
Rabbinate of Darmstadt.

Moses and Braunle Eskeles' first son 6.2 Gabriel Eskeles was born 1817 in Kelsterbach. Their second son, 6.1 Abraham
was born in 1819, and the fourth and last son was born in 1829. We know that there was another child, probably the
third, born between Gabriel and Feist. Moses Eskeles died on 12, December 1929 at 46 years of age. We do not know
where Moses Eskeles is buried, his grave is not on the Gross-Gerau cemetery's list. Moses Eskeles is most important
in the Eskeles genealogy, because his three sons are the ancestors of all the living Eskeles, and of those who perished
in the Holocaust.

Nothing is known about his life and activities. However, the following testimony, given to him by the Rabbinate
(registered No. 118} on his request in 1821 indicates that he was not a wealthy man:

"We hereby certify to Moses Eskeles, resident at Kelsterbach, on his request and in accordance to the truth,
concerning his solicitation in Vienna for the receipt of a legacy from the welfare foundation of the late Chief Rabbi
(Ober- Stadt- und Landesrabbiner) 10.2 Berend Gabriel Eskeles, as follows:

1. He s the legitimate son of the late resident, Gabriel Eskeles, son of the late resident of Vienna, Loeb Eskeles.
2. He, as well as his wife and children, are residents in Kelsterbach and need very urgently the help of this legacy.
3. His constant behavior is very correct and blameless.

Firth, 28th October 1821. - The local Rabbinate.”
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1820 - Marriage registration of 7.1 Moses Eskeles and 7.3 Babette 1829 - Death registration of 7.1 Moses Eskeles.
Braunle Sonnenberg.
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7.11 Moses Eskeles
Born 2.7.1776 Firth, died 12.1
Source: Zeev Eshkolot

2.1829 Kelsterbach
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It is unknown when Moses Eskeles
came to Kelsterbach from Furth. We
only know that he married in 1820 in
Kelsterbach 7.3 Babette Braunle
Sonneberg, born 1798 probably in
Kelsterbach. Her father was a
‘Schutzjude’ (protected Jew} Herz
Loew Sonneberg, resident of
Kelsterbach.

1874 - Death registration of 7.3 Babette
Braunle Eskeles.

Strangely, their marriage was registered only in 1820, after the birth of their second son. The plausible explanation
suggests that the registration of civil and religious marriages, as well as births and deaths, was only recently
introduced as protocol by the municipality. The municipality, at this point, required a certified written testimony
given by the ‘Landesrabbiner’ as a civil confirmation of the religious proceedings.
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LINE 1

For biographies of the previous generations - see Main Line.

8.1 Gabriel Eskeles
Born 1750 Vienna, died 10.5.1783 Firth
Sources: Mr. Paul J. Jacobi, Zeev Eshkolot

Not much is known about Gabriel Eskeles, except that he was born in Vienna and died in Farth. As indicated, there
existed a link with Flrth in the preceding generations. Gabriel's father and grandfather were called Eskeles-Firth. His
father’s first wife - not his mother (he is the son of his father’s second wife), was born in Firth. We know for sure that
he and his brother 8.7 Uri Feiwelmann Wiener-Eskeles were born in Vienna, and later lived and died in Firth. Another
Brother, 8.3 Moses Eskeles was also probably born in Vienna but later, he lived and died in Schwabach, located near
Fiirth (See Line 11).

7.2 Yehuda Loeb Eskeles
Born 30.8.1773 Furth, died 26.11.1852 Farth
Source: Zeev Eshkolot

All we know about Loeb Eskeles, except the dates and place of his birth and death, is that he was a teacher, a bachelor
and had no children.
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1773 - Birth registration of 7.2 Yehuda Loeb Eskeles.
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replied to the community of Metz that he agrees to come, Whether R. Gabriel had been informed about these
developments, or whether he had indeed had the intention to return and take up again his Rabbinate, he came here
and believed, that with the help of his followers he could get back his Rabbinate.

But | don't dare to describe what happened here! Let God forgive everybody his sins! A humble and simple woman
like me should not dare to write about such celebrities. Let God forgive everybody who did disgusting things within
his party. Many books could be written, describing everything the parties did in order to fight their case through. Let
God make us enioy virtue and piety from both scholars!

S0, after the world-famous R. Gabriel (Eskeles) had been here for a certain time, and had seen that nothing couid be
gained, since the direction of the community could not revoke the action which had already been taken, he departed
in great honor, as in the whole community he had no enemies, only friends. But they could not reverse their decision,
after having already sent the letter of appointment and after the well-read Rabbi Avraham (Broda) had replied that he
accepts and will come.”

R. Gabriel Eskeles was the first to add the family name Eskeles to his name, at a time when it was uncommon and not
vet required by law. There are three different versions about the origin of the name Eskeles, for details see preface,
No. 8.

R. Gabriel married Esther Hadassa Bat (daughter of) Issakhar Berush Heshel, a very famous rabbi of Krakow. His son
10.2 R. Berend Gabriel Eskeles is the progenitor of Line 2, the ‘Austrian’ Jine of the family. 10.1 R. Yaacov Khaim
Eskeles - Fuerth is the progenitor of Line I, the ‘German' line of the family.

10.1 R. Yaacov Khaim Eskeles - Fiirth
Born 16 ? Olkusz, died 1732 Shaffa (south east Moravia)
Source: Mr, Paul ], facobi, Zeev Eshkolot

ABD Shaffa

Here we find for the first time the name Firth added to the family name Eskeles. As happened often when [ews
adopted or were given family names, the family name is identical to the name of the place they came from. This
happened also in the Eskeles family in spite of the fact the family name Eskeles already existed. We find later on, 8.7
Uri Feiwelmann Wiener Eskeles, who adapted or was given the name Wiener because he came to Firth from Vienna.

In the case of 10.1 R. Yaacov Khaim Eskeles - Furth and his son 9.1 R. Yehuda Loeb Eskeles - Firth, we have no
evidence, but we may assume for sure that R. Yaacov Khaim Eskeles was among the Jews who came in 1671 from
Vienna to Furth. In 1671 all jews were expelled from Vienna, and the Jewish community dispersed.

An important group came to Firth, 120 families went to Berlin and founded there the first Jewish community. Later
on, the Jews were given permission to return to Vienna. The fact that his son Yehuda Loeb was born in 1713 in Vienna
proves that in the meantime he returned to Vienna, but we are unaware about the circumstances. In the second half of
the [8th century other members of the family will leave Vienna and come to Fiirth.

9.1 R.Yehuda Loeb Ben Yaacov Eskeles - Fiirth
Born 1713 Vienna, died 29.11.1763 Vienna
Source: Mr Paul |. Jacobi

Already in his youth he lived in the house of his uncle 10.2 R. Berend Eskeles (see Line 2 below), who employed him
as ‘cashier’ in his (his uncle’s) business. R. Berend not only left him a sizable legacy, but also appointed him as
coexecuter of his will, together with his uncle’s wife.

After his last marriage R. Loeb Eskeles stayed for a certain time in Fiirth, but returned later to Vienna. He, too, left an
interesting Hebrew last will of his own, in which he made his third wife his full heir, and his three sons ‘Nacherben’
(remaindermen).
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MAIN LINE

21.1 R, Bezalel Ben Yaacov (Loeb)
Presumed 1365 - 1440
Source: Mr. Paul ], Jacobi

Nothing is known of this last of the 77 members of the traditional chain of descendance of the present family, as it
was published in the YIKHUS LETTER (see part I, including remarks),

20.1 R. Yehuda-Loew (Liwa) Ben Bezalel (Loeb)
(R. Yehuda-Liwa "Hazaken™ or "Hamephursam”),
born. ?, died 1439 Worms
Source: Mr. Paul J. Jacobi

RM Worms. The life of this historically, somehow evinced, progenitor of the family is still obscure.

The name Liwa , which frequently appeared in the Worms area, is generally pronounced ‘Liwa' though originally it
either stood for the German ‘Loewe' {lion), the heraldic sign of the tribe of Yehuda, or for the German-jewish 'Loew’.

19.1 R. Bezalel Ben Yehuda Loew (Liwa)
Presumed 1425 - 1500
Source: Mr. Paul J. Jacobi

RM Worms. Nothing concrete is known about him.

18.1 R. Khaim Ben Bezalel (Loeb)
Born Worms 14 ?, died Prag 1522 (1565 ?)
Source: Mr. Paul J. Jacobi

He seems to have lived primarily in Issenheim (Upper Alsace).

17.1 R, Bezalel Ben Khaim (Loeb)
Presumed 1485 - 1560
Source: Mr. Paul |. Jacobi

Born/lived in Worms? - Issenheim? - Posen? - Prague?
Unlike his younger brother, he had to stay behind and help his father, and did not pursue studies in Poland.
Married 17.2 Bat R. Khaim Issenheimer.

17.2 Bat R. Khaim Issenheimer

Her history still requires archival or other verification. Her mother was rumored to have conceived her from someone
other than her husband, thus exposing her daughter and her descendants {including the 16.2 MAHARAL) to the
stigma of ‘Mamzeruth’ (bastardism}), making them ineligible to marriage. This rumor was vehemently contested as
perjury not only by the slandered woman'’s grandson, the MAHARAL, but also by her husband’s grandnephew, the
MAHARSHAL.

16.1 R. Sinai Ben Bezalel (Loeb)
Born Posen 15 ?, died Kolin 1607
Source: Mr. Paul |. Jacobi

16.2 R. Yehuda Loew (Liwa) Ben Bezalel - MAHARAL
(MAHARAL, i.e. Morenu HaRav Loew), also known as Der Hohe Rabbi Loew von Prag.
Born Posen 1525, died Prague 1609
Sources: Encyclopaedia Judaica, Mr. Paul ]. Jacobi
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PREFACE TO PART II

This part of the genealogy contains all available biographies of members of the Eskeles family, received until
end 1995.

The sources of each biography are indicated, i.e. either various publications, or members of the family who sent me
biographies of their living and late relatives.

Since these collected biographies originate from various sources, there was no possibility, and [ made no effort, to
stylize the collected and received material, which explains the differences in style and attitude.

Generally, I reprinted the received and collected material without major changes. However, in order to conserve a
certain conformity of the biographies and balance between them, | had sometimes to shorten the original or to make
slight arrangements.

It was not my aim in this part to make a correct and balanced historical research. | have tried to represent the
collected material in a popular way and to select those passages which might help to understand the mentality of
generations which passed away and the atmosphere of those times.

Numbers and names of every person in this part are exactly the same as in part [, and their order is by numbers.

The name "Loeb”, always in brackets, is employed (in Main Line) as a common denominator of the family's male
descendants, though never used by them as a family name de facto, as distinguished from "Bezalel”, "Eskeles” and
"Loew”, occasionally adopted.

Abbreviations:
“ABD" - Av Beth Din, i.e. Chief Rabbi and President of the Supreme Rabbinical Court.
"R’ - Reb, precedes the names of all male descendants, in Main Line only.
"RBD" - Rosh Beth Din, i.e. Head of the Supreme Rabbinical Court (in rank next to ABD).
"RM" - Rosh Metivta, i.e. Head of a Yeshiva (Talmudic college).
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From 1939, the transport of Jews to the death camps in Germany and beyond its borders, commenced. The Jews of
Germany protested at what was happening, making mention of their common heritage and their participation in the
First World War, but it was to no avail. They were forced to rely on the help of Jewish organizations to rescue them
from their homeland. Jews who had been converts for generations found it difficult to return to the Jewish fold, but
others, even those who were far from the life of the Jewish community, tried to be active and proffered help.
Emigration appeared to be the only possible solution. The problem was that they could only be absorbed in smal]
numbers, also that the gates of Eretz-Yisrael were not open wide, and what is more, many of them lacked any
connection with Zionism.

Those wishing to emigrate to Eretz-Yisrael received training on special farms, which prepared them for agricultural
work so that they could be absorbed more easily. The Jewish communities set up educational institutions because
Jews were forbidden to attend regular schools. The teachers were Jews who had been expelled from German
educational and teaching institutions. For young people, many pioneering youth organizations were established
whose members prepared themselves for emigration to Eretz-Yisrael. In 1940, the Nazis transferred the central
organization of German Jewry, headed by Rabbi Leo Baeck (1873-1956), to the Nazi Ministry of the [nterior to which it
became subject. From now on it was called; 'The Reich Union of the Jews in Germany'. At the same time, many Jews
were imprisoned in concentration camps waiting their turn to be sent to the death camps.

German Jews who fled to countries in western Europe were caught once again when the German Army conquered
those areas (Belgium, Holland, France). Up till 1942, it was still possible for someone with financial means to escape
from Germany by way of Spanish and Portuguese ports. In March 1941, the total destruction of German Jewry
commenced. Hitler's right-hand man, Adolf Eichmann, was placed in charge of the plan, and it was he who sent the
Jews of Germany to the ghettos in the east, and to the death camps. There was a continuous increase in the number of
suicides among Jews. By that time, they had already lost their property, and the Jewish organizations ceased to
operate completely. Some German Jews reached the Ghetto - the 'show’ camp Theresienstadt, in Czechoslovakia.
Some 20,000 Jews (according to the Niremberg Laws) remained free in Germany, and approximately 8,000 Jews
returned from Theresien. Between 160,000-180,000 German Jews met their deaths during the course of the war.
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The Weimar Republic (1918-1932)

'Weimar' was the name given to the new German state which was established under Allied auspices after Germany’s
defeat in the war - named after the seat of government. With the establishment of the new government, the Jews
appeared to have achieved full emancipation. They occupied important positions in politics and the state, and played
a part in setting up the new administration. Jews were members of the social democratic lefi-wing political parties,
and participated in the inquity commission which examined the reasons for Germany's failure in the war. In areas of
former Prussia, Jews were appointed to senior posts in public service. Their exalted office and status awakened deep
hatred on the part of the German masses, who at that time were suffering from high inflation, partly caused by
right-wing industrialists who exploited the situation for their own needs and also used the Jews as a scapegoat for all
Germany's troubles. Several economic failures and bankruptcies, in which Jews were also involved, did little to
improve their image. Anti-Semitic propaganda increased. The theoty of the treachery of the jews who had knifed
Germany in the back’in the war, continued to spread. Involvement of many Jews in Marxist movements, combined
with fear of the spread of Communism, only increased the hatred.

The Jewish communities in Germany endeavoured to cope with the flow of Jewish refugees from the east, which had
intensified after the war. Self-help organizations and welfare departments were set up, which in time became
organizational bodies wielding power. The majority of Jews lived in the cities, mainly Berlin, and the rest in thousands
of small villages, some within the framework of established jewish communities, and others without community
services. Most Jews were engaged in commerce and there was mobility between various occupations. In the towns,
they were principally in the liberal professions: medicine, law, theatre, art, and journalism. Despite some Jews losing
considerable property during the years of inflation, most had succeeded in re-establishing themselves before Hitler's
rise to power. A very large number assimilated or intermarried. The Communal Jewish Organization operated almost
independently within the framework of the Weimar legislation, while the system of Jewish organizations throughout
Germany functioned in an orderly manner and had contacts with organizations in Germany and those overseas.

The internal struggle within German Jewry between Jewish nationalism and assimilation was very conspicuous. With
the emigration of many Jewish writers from Russia to Germany, the latter became the centre of Hebrew and Yiddish
writing. This was paralleled by a large increase in the distribution of books, periodicals, and newspapers dealing with
lews and Eretz-Yisrael, including those published in German.

Jews in the Third Reich (1933-1945)

The rise to power in Germany of the Nazi (National Socialist) Party, totally destroyed the Jewish edifice in Germany.
The Jews, who were close to achieving their aspirations as German citizens, were declared to be a ‘non-Aryan’ race
which could not be accepted as a member of the community of those who were considered "Aryans’ (of pure German
stock). The shock was profound, especially among those who considered themselves to be Germans in all respects,
very far from their Judaism. In 1933, a boycott of the Jews was declared. Jewish shops and businesses were daubed
with yellow signs, and squads of the S.A. (the Nazi ‘Storm Troopers') made sure that the ban on Germans entering
them was observed. At the same time, government-organized riots against the jews commenced. Jews and opponents
of the government were dispatched to the first concentration camps when these were established in 1933. Jews began
to be dismissed from all the positions that they held. In 1935, the ‘Nuremberg Laws’ were promulgated. These laws
applied to those with Jewish antecedents going back to three generations, and all types of relations and contact
between Jews and Germans was forbidden. During the same period, a number of statements were made by Nazi
leaders claiming that the Niremberg Laws were quite sufficient for the anti-Jewish policy, and that there was no need
for additional measures against them.

In reality, things were different. It is true that between 1935-1937 the Jews still had ready capital and that some of
them continued to manage profitable enterprises. But at the same time, incidents of confiscation of money and
property were an everyday occurrence. With the annexation, or ‘Anschluss’, of Austria in 1938, the situation of the Jews
became even worse. In particular, the Jewish inhabitants of Vienna suffered. The same events repeated themselves
with the annexation of the Sudetenland that same year. The situation of the Jews in Germany worsened after
'Kristallnacht’ which took place on 9 November 1938. In one night, synagogues and Jewish businesses went up in
flames throughout Germany. A collective fine of 2 million marks was imposed on the Jews.
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Emancipational Legislation

Untii the outbreak of the 1848 revolution, complete emancipation was lacking in almost every state in Germany. The
dramatic turn in the approach of the Jews to the matter of equality occurred mainly when, in the period of reaction,
people began to be aware of what they were fiable to lose. Politically, some Jews turned to the socialist organizations.
The politicization of the substance of Judaism, within the apologetics and struggle for emancipation, increased the
process of secularization and Germanization of the Jews even more. During the years of reaction emancipation was
delayed. In places where it had already been given - it was affected. The rights of Jews to governmental posts were
abrogated, and they were removed from every supervisory religious appointment. In Prussia, the change occurred with
the accession to the throne of Wilhelm I, who ruled between 1871-1888. Bismarck {1815-1898) who was a
representative in the Frankfurt Parliament and was later elected Chancellor of Prussia, was not liberal, and his
government was ready to make changes in the law relating to Jews only if it did not lead to conflict with the
conservative right. Even if it appeared that a number of changes were occurring in the status of Jews, they took place
slowly, and were annoying and insuiting.

[n Bavaria, for example, the matter of emancipation was preceded by the need and demand for capital,
entrepreneurship, and manpower. In Prussia, the Jews received full emancipation in 1869. The edict stated: "All
restrictions emanating from differences of religion which have existed up till now, concerning civil and political rights,
are annulled and void". Judaism continued to be a tolerated religion, and was not mentioned in the legislation of the
Second Reich (1871-1918).

Jews in Germany During the Period of the Second Reich

[n spite of the Jews appearing to have achieved emancipation after 1871, this was to no small degree an illusion.
Inequality remained in matters of education, taxation, appointment of army chaplains, kosher food in hospitals,
release from working on Sabbaths and Festivals, and more. The legal definition of the Jewish community as a
corporative body created a legislative problem from the outset, and so they did try to create equality for Jewish
individuals. Liberalism helped to integrate individuals in the monolithic society. Apparently, it was not the degree of
assimilation of the Jews which determined the time when emancipation was granted, but the interests of the
government, [ntegration of the Jews into the German state was supposed to bring advantages during a period of
industrialisation and capitalisation. Bismarck himself needed to amend the law within the framework of the array of
political forces.

As a consequence of the war reparations which Germany received from France (the Franco-Prussian War, 1870-1871,
in which France lost the territory of Alsace-Lorraine to the Germans and undertook to pay heavy war reparations),
Germany entered an economic spiral. The fall was not long in coming. An economic crisis which occurred in 1873
severely affected the business community. The Jew served, just as in the past, as someone on whom o pin the blame.
The German response was swift and violent. It included boycott, riots, robbery, etc. The most significant result was the
formation of a new political party which nailed anti-Semitism to its mast, and adopted it as its principal platform.
This was a turning point in the relations of German society to the Jews. Anti-Semitism became a political force.

After the unification of Germany, the flow of Jewish migrants from the east ('Ostjuden’} increased. Aversion to them
was common both by Jews and Germans alike. They differed from German Jews in all their cultural patterns. Having
said that, their arrival in fact prevented the absorption and complete assimilation of German Jewry. With them
appeared the first buds of Zionism. Despite the German Zionists being small in number, the strength of their
organizations was well-known. After the death of Herzl (1904}, the centre of Zionism passed to Germany, where it also
remained during the war. At the same time, the movement of neo-orthodox Judaism strengthened in Germany. It was
characterised by intellectual Jews in the liberal professions who were diligent in preserving their Judaism. They were
the basis for the foundation of the "Agudat Yisrael' political party. They established various institutions of higher
learning for Jewish studies in many parts of Germany. During the First World War (1914-1918), when some of them
served as army chaplains, their influence on jewish soldiers was considerable.
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In this context should be mentioned the Escales silk factory in Zweibriicken, which belonged to members of one of
the branches of the Eskeles family and the soap and vinegar factories of Eskeles in Bonn.
(For details see Eskeles Genealogy, Lines 10 and [ 1),

Social Roots and Assimilation

Openness to innovation had not always existed among the Jews, but also not among all the non-Jews. From the social
point of view, one can discern a flourishing and courageous cultural connection in the period of 'Vormarz' (‘pre-March’
- 1848). The openness of German society at that time caused many jews to abandon their Judaism and to try and
resemble Germans as much as possible. In 1848, the German Parliament assembled in the Church of Saint Paul.
Following the Revolution of 1848, the middle classes decided to speak out against the reactionary Metternich, and
they demanded a gathering of the National Assembly, which was subsequently called "The Frankfurt Parliament’. The
Parliament dissolved two years later, and this was followed by a severe decline in the relations between jews and
non-Jews, which most existing testimony describes as being quite superficial. Of all people, it was among men of
religion, who had notaccepted the ideas of equality with great enthusiasm, that the basis was found for joint activity,
especially in education.

Jewish Education

The educational policy introduced in the 18th. Century was supposed to prepare the Jews for becoming German
citizens. However, the principles which the educational system laid down remained vague. In general, most Jewish
children attended school, and the accent was also placed on girls education. There was no tendency to set up special
schools, in order to prevent ‘isolationism’, and of course there was also the problem of financing these institutions.
All schools were supervised by the government. The existing Jewish schools continued to preserve quite a high
standard, and yet some Jewish intellectuals tended to send their children to general schools where the standard was
sometimes lower. There were in fact almost no cases of discrimination, and Jews had no difficulty in being accepted in
High Schools.

The number of Jewish students in universities was also greater than their relative number in the population. At the
same time, it should not be forgotten that as the contact of the Jews with their environment deepened, so did
acculturation increase - the process of urbanization, socialization, and culturization of the Jews in Christian society.
One can say that there was a conscious estrangement from Judaic values. Preserving tradition and continuity fell on
the shoulders of the parents. More and more Jewish children became aware of their heritage only on Jewish festivals
or when there was an outbreak of anti-Semitism.

Jewish personalities (converts...) of the stature of the poet Heinrich Heine (1797-1837), and writers Ludwig Boerne
(original Jewish name Leib Baruch, 1786-1837) and Saul Ascher, were not numerous, On the contrary. The number of
Jews prominent in the intellectual and cultural sphere diminished. This was also true of the number of Jewish creative
artists. Jews were active as composers, musicians, and teachers, but on a reduced scale. Whilst it is true that jewish
writers did not change their religion, they also left no impression on following generations. Creative Jews were
absorbed in Christian society but were hated by it, just as they were by Jewish society. A similar fate was the lot of
former Jews who were founders of the socialist left, like Karl Marx {1818-1883) and Ferdinand Lasalle (1825-1864).

Some Jewish publishers were regarded as liberals, continuing the tradition of 1848. In the world of entertainment,
Jews found the free, non-traditional atmosphere, that allowed them to develop a new type of culture that was free of
the fetters of both German and Jewish tradition. Jewish critics mercilessly tore them apart. Jews did not excel in the
technical field and natural sciences. They found difficulty in obtaining professorships in the academic field and it was
even more difficult to become an associate professor. Attempts by Jews to persuade university administrators to set
up chairs for Jewish Studies suffered complete failure. On the other hand, the number of Jews setving as supportets,
and cultural-artistic patrons, increased. They created fashionable and prestigious circles from which the link with
Judaism was lacking. The question that remains is, to what extent did the acculturization process succeed? The Jews
sensed an ambivalent attitude. Despite religious sentiment becoming weaker, the hatred did not disappear, and
subsequently even intensified.
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possible to leave the Jewish community as individuals, without the need to be baptised, and not in order to join
another community. From 1848, civil marriage was introduced. In Braunschweig and Hamburg, the number of Jews
marrying in this way was particularly large. Prussian law, on its part, allowed conversion to Judaism, and many
instances are known of converted Jews returning to Judaism and of non-Jews who converted to Judaism.

Professional Stratification

Natural increase, emigration, and urbanization also influenced the economic activity of the Jews. The noticeable
trends in the branches of employment of Jews during these years are as follows: a considerable increase in regular
commerce and banking; a rise in the number of those living off capital and investments; a decrease in manual
occupations, daily hire, and domestic service; a marked reduction in the number of poor and those without a trade. It
is difficult to estimate the number of Jewish workers, and what the professional breakdown between them was. The
incentive for productivity was great up to 1848, and afterwards almost completely ceased. Occupational criteria
became more economic, and the practical profession turned into industrial-commercial. In general, the traditional
professions based on connections with the feudal manor or service to the courts of princes, were abandoned. The
development of capitalism turned the wealthy into capitalists, and the majority of Jews into workers.

During these same years, a strong class of workers formed in the urban areas, with a well-developed class
consciousness. Urban Jews tended to become whoiesalers, exporters and importers. They mainly traded in food
products, Juxury goods, or popular products (approximately 80%). They would adopt various methods of advertising in
order to promote new products. [n Prussia, Jews leaving school preferred commerce to the manual occupations. At
the same time, the professional status of a number of occupations such as small-scale trading changed, and they
became more respectable. A process commenced of Jews with any sort of starting capital becoming bourgeois. Many
of them were attracted to professions requiring mobility such as travelling salesmen, the modern vetsion of the
Jewish pedlar. The aim which they were trying to achieve was economic independence.

Banking

With the banks becoming a very important factor in the capitalist regime, many Jews left money-changing and began
to manage modern private banks. They distributed government loans, made loans to governments, and managed
their affairs on an international scale. Almost all of the large and influential bankers came from well-known Jewish
families. Many abandoned their links with Judaism, but there were also those, such as the House of Rothschild, who
remained faithful to it. Bleichroeder (1822-1893) was a notable German banker and philanthropist. In 1855, after
inheriting the bank from his father, he became a close friend and adviser to Bismarck (As a sign of gratitude for his
efforts and contribution, after the Franco-Prussian War he was awarded an aristocratic title). With the conversion of
the banks into limited companies, the Jews also found pienty of room for manoeuvre for their activities in this field.
The House of Rothschild was active in the development of railways in Austria, and Baron Hirsch received a franchise
to build railways in the Ottoman Empire. Jewish enterprise developed in the fields of textiles, food, delicacies, fuxury
goods, printing, publishing, chemistry, and more. After the establishment of the Reich, there were many Jews in Berlin
who were involved in academic teaching.

In this connection, it is especially worth mentioning the Austrian bank, Arnstein & Eskeles, which was founded and
managed by members of the Eskeles family, and was in fact the Austrian state bank for a long period during the 18th.
Century. (For details on this subject, see Eskeles Genealogy, Line 2).

Industry

In central and western Europe, the Jews, who were aiready well-established from the economic point of view, took the
initiative in developing industry. [n Germany, their influence was noticeable in the south and the region of the Rhine.
They were involved with the manufacture of industrial machinery, the oil industry, and the copper industry. Many of
them, particufarly in north Germany, invested in shipping. It is noteworthy that Jewish industrialists tended not to
employ Jews.
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in the various communities offered them as much assistance as they were able to afford. There was also internal
migration among the German Jews themselves, mainly to more urban areas.

In the 19th. Century, a group of Jews, the third in its size, lived in the Duchy of Hessen. During the first half of the
century there was a continuous increase in the number of Jews and then the emigration overseas commenced. One of
the reasons for this was that the Duchy of Hessen played no part in the economic development of Germany and
therefore the Jews preferred to leave it. Dynamic cities were lacking in the Duchy. Apart from the capital Kassel and a
number of provincial towns, the choice was between trade and commerce. Jewish families preferred more productive
sources of livelihood and wandered to other ptaces. After 15 years of continuous emigration, they had shrunk to small
communities around Worms, and eventually they disappeared completely. In Bavaria there was a significant drop in
the number of Jews following the passing of draconian legislation against them. The outstanding feature, starting
from the middle of the 19th.Century, was the increasing concentration of Jews in the State of Prussia and in Frankfurt,
whose number of Jews exceeded that of Hamburg,

Demographers point to the interesting fact that the Jews did not multiply particularly in traditional locations or in
places where they were given rights (apart from Saxony, where the number of jews gradually increased), but in places
where they lived or had migrated. The absolute increase among Jews was high compared to the natural increase in
Europe, which had undergone a revolution in the provision of medical and sanitary services. Apparently, it stemmed
from the following reasons: the increase in life-expectancy, the decrease in infant mortality, few instances of suicide,
the stability of family life, the small number of illegitimate children, the status of women, the concern for rearing
children, the small number of cases of drunkenness, and the tradition of self-help, charity, etc. An additional point
which is worth mentioning is that until 1848 many jews had not registered with the census so as to avoid paying
taxes, After the establishment of the Reich they were compelled to register, and the figures obtained since then are
more reliable.

Already, by the middle of the 18th.Century, there was a considerable flow of jews leaving the borders of Germany. The
emigration increased during the 1830's and reached its peak during the insurrections of the 'Spring of Nations'
(1848-1849) - the name given to the insurrections and revolutions against reactionary rulers in several states in
Europe. In 1848 the number of emigrants was 50,000 and in 1880 one hundred thousand. Some of them emigrated to
England and France, while the majority, like the German Christians, set their faces towards the United States.
Population censuses taken in the 1880’s show that the jews were concentrated in Russia, Austro-Hungary, Germany,
the Ottoman Empire, and New York. Most of the emigrants concentrated in the large cities.

Thanks to their urban character, the fews quickly integrated into the process of urbanization which was taking place in
Europe. The number of Jewish communities with more than 10,000 persons, such as Warsaw, Vienna, Odessa, Berlin,
and New York, increased. Jewish newspapers of the same period describe the emigrants in heart-rending fashion. They
explain the phenomenon as a choice between flight and hardship. Before the establishment of the German Reich
(1870) the Germans regarded the Jewish emigrants in a positive light, since they saw in their emigration an act against
reaction. After the establishment of the Reich, they regarded them as deserters and traitors.

Religious Conversion and Intermarriage

From the middle of the century, the tendency of Jews to be baptised as Christians decreased. The rate increased once
more after the establishment of the Reich. According to data provided by Sociologist Arthur Ruppin, during the
19th.Century, approximately 22,500 Jews were baptised in Germany. According to an additional statistic from the
Historian Ettinger, some two hundred thousand were baptised in Europe alone, mostly to the Protestant faith.
Conversions were not equally distributed throughout Germany, the tendency being most noticeable in Brandenburg
and Prussia. The further away the jews were from the sources of the Enlightenment, and the nearer to their historical
tradition, so was the rate of baptism small. Many converts brought their children to be baptised before they could be
registered as Jews, and thus they were lost to Judaism completely.

During the period of the 'Spring of Nations’, there were many Jews, especially in Prussia, who wanted to know if the
new regulations would release them completely from their dependence on the community. When it became clear that
this was possible, these established independent communities. The turnabout came in the 70's, when it became
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threshold of a new generation which would realize the ideas of the Enlightenment. They regarded giving legitimation
to particular Jewish redemption as amounting to a lack of loyalty to the German people.

Cultural life revolved around the fashionable ‘'salons’ held by Jewish women such as Rachel Levin-Varnhagen,
Henrietta Gratz and others. Well known German intellectuals who took part in these 'salons’ such as Fichte (1762-
1814), the brothers Schlegel, and others, did not refrain from expressing their disgust of those Jews, who had neither
part nor lot in the Jewish People.

The dissociation of German Jews from the orthodox community, a process which had already commenced in the
i7th.Century, reached its peak at the beginning of the 19th.Century. A widening gap was created which could not be
bridged. Despite the fact that the principles of reform judaism were only acceptable to a small number of Jews, and
the majority remained within the antiquated frameworks, the reform movement had a very great influence, mainly
following the emigration of its members to other shores.

In 1813, many Jews answered the call of Frederick Wilhelm (1771-1815), King of Prussia, and went to fight Napoleon.
On their return from the war, a great disappointment was in store for them. The Austrian Chancellor {Prime Minister)
Metternich (1773-1859), who was Chancellor of Austria from 1813, founded the German Bund at the Congress of
Vienna (1815) for the victors. The Congress, which wanted to abolish nationalistic and revolutionary ideas, also
brought with it a reaction on the subject of Jewish rights. The Congress determined that the Jews were entitied to
enjoy all the rights which had already been confirmed by the German States. This expression replaced the terminology
‘in’ the German States because, apart from Prussia, which had granted equal rights to the Jews within its borders and
in Mecklenburg in 1812, equal rights had been granted by the French, and not by the German States. The land was
awash with 'Teutonic’ revolutionism (Teutonen - meaning the original German tribes). In the course of time, the term
became idiomatic for expressing pure German roots and anti-Jewish nationalism.

The ‘Turnvereine’ (gymnast organizations), headed by the charismatic leader Father Jahn, and the new all-German
students organization, the ‘Burschenschaft’, spoke out against foreigners and non-Germans, At the Wartburg Fest in
October 1817, 'reactionary’ books were burnt, among them also books written by the Jew, Saul Ascher. German writers
and academics, some very well known like Professors Jena Fries, and Ruhs from Berlin, published vicious articles
against the Jews. Since the influence of the two was quite considerable, their articles were received with great acclaim,
It was against this background that, in August 1819, pogroms known as the 'Hepp-Hepp Krawalle' broke out in
Germany. The pogroms, which were also the cutcome of the socioeconomic crises which characterized the transition
in Germany from a corporate medieval society to a capitalist society, proved to the Jews that the anti-Jewish feelings
of hate from the Middle Ages had not passed from Germany. Bitterness and despair became the lot of the Jews.
Whoever wanted an honourable entry permit to Christian society was forced to convert to Christianity.

Jewish Demography and Migration

Around 1800, most of the Ashkenazi Jews were living in the east, on the borders of German cultural influence. In fact,
only a small number of German Jews remained who had originated in the Middle Ages. In the main, they lived in the
vicinity of the Rivers Rhine and Main, with wide areas around them empty of Jews. Until the 18th.Century, there had
been no Jewish settlement in many areas of Prussia, Mecklenburg, and Bavaria. Vienna and Berlin, at the two
extremities to the north and south, began to be of decisive importance: Berlin in the 18th.Century and Vienna at the
beginning of the 19th.Century. With the conquests of Frederick Il, and the third division of Poland (1795), the Polish
province of Poznan (Posen) was annexed by Prussia. In this area, thousands of Jews were living, who in the course of
time became the majority among German jewry. This situation brought about an imbalance between the old German
communities and the Jewish communities which it had annexed.

Although there was almost no intermarriage between classes, the contact led to an exacerbation of class differences.
Just a few years later, when these Jews realized that the traditional community no longer satisfied them, they became
enthusiastic supporters of the Enfightenment, joined the centre in Berlin, and contributed their share in the business
and journalistic professions. The roads in Germany were filled with "Polish’ Jews, as they were called. Some of them
saw in Germany a springboard for emigration overseas, some remained on the soil of Prussia. Self-help organizations
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achieving this. Lessing, in his play ‘Nathan the Wise' (Nathan der Weise, 1779), and Dohm (1781-1783) in his article:
'On Improving the Civil Conditions of the Jews’ ('Uber die bitrgerliche Verbesserung der Juden’, 1781, 1783 ([2]), tried
to prove that the misfortune of the Jews was a result of fetters and socioeconomic conditions which had been
imposed on them by the Christians. The improvement would take place, in their opinion, with abolition of the
restrictions.

Matters were not that simple. Not all Germans were aware of the changes which the Enlightenment entailed, and
even fewer Germans were convinced in the rightness of a change of attitude toward the Jews. Also among the jews
themselves, their attitude to enlightenment was not unequivocal. There were prominent class differences among
them. The wealthy resembled the Christians in almost everything and even sent their children to reformed’ schools,
while the masses continued to live, enclosed in musty ghettos, poor and lacking everything, without abandoning their
old habits. Hence, the Enlightenment Jews were not characteristic of all the German Jews, who were completely
lacking in rights. The change was brought by the armies of revolutionary France.

Germany at the Period of The French Revolution

[n 1792, the French revolutionary armies conquered the regions of the Rhine by storm. In every place that they
reached, regulations were proclaimed transforming all the inhabitants into equal citizens before the law. This also
included the Jews. In Mainz and Cologne the ghetto walls were burnt, and exiled Jews were allowed to return. The
‘euphoria’ continued for a short time only. Immediately on the accession of Napoleon to rule, new anti-Jewish winds
started to blow through Germany. The German Romantic Movement wanted to glorify and praise the German past by
a return to its historical sources. The movement, which made its mark on German literature, art, and the study of
history, and which began to flourish at the beginning of the 19th. Century, based itself on a distortion of Darwin's
theories of survival, and did not find in it a place for the existence of the Jews.

The Public Debate on the Jewish Problem

The public debate on the Jewish problem had a decisive influence on the formation of political policy regarding them,
and on German public opinion. The central question was whether to grant the Jews equal rights and turn them into
equal citizens of the German people, or perhaps leave them without rights, or in more extreme cases, to bring about
their expulsion. The Germans generally found great difficulty in freeing themselves from the traditional anti-Jewish
prejudices which had accompanied them for so long. The intellectuals themselves were divided in their opinion
regarding the correct course, since most of them wanted the Jews to be reformed, which in the end would bring about
their assimilation into German society. By the term ‘reform’ they meant education, manners, language, habits etc.
which would help to blur the differences between Germans and Jews, a thing which would be of great benefit to the
State itself. The intellectuals spoke of the more humane character of the State, of adaptability and of gradual
processes. Those who opposed spoke of the national and social pride of the Jews, which was not capable of being
bridged, of the expected danger to the State from giving rights to a separate national entity, of the fear of massive
migration of Jews to Germany following the granting of rights. The inclination was to give the Jews rights as
individuals but not as a national entity. The irony in this stems from the fact that the desire of the reformers and
opponents alike was to achieve in different ways a common aim - assimilation of the Jews.

In 1806 (the Peace of Tilsit), Napoleon's victories in Germany were sealed. He established the ‘Confederation of the
Rhine' on the ruins of 'The Holy Roman Empire of the German Nation'. The confederation consisted of 36 secular,
apparently independent States. The French enacted laws which were intended to abolish slavery, dismantle the
guilds, and grant maximum freedom to the individual and the public. The Germans understood for the first time the
meaning of real freedom, compared to servile citizenship. The Jews won partial or absolute freedom in a number of
cities and states. In Berlin, their involvement with the life of the Christians was now so great that there are those who
claim that during this same period one tenth of the Jews converted to Christianity.

Israel Jacobson opened a Christian-Jewish school and introduced an organ into the synagogue. At the same time,
far-reaching changes were made to the text in the Jewish prayer book, and all prayers referring to redemption and the
return to Zion were removed. The subject of redemption was not an issue at all. These Jews felt that they were on the
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wide audience. The perfection of printing and means of communication permitted its ideals to pass from place to
place at a relatively great speed. Its principles were based on daring to investigate and being aware, on the optimistic
belief in the logical ability of rational man to achieve happiness, on faith in reason as a source for solving problems
and forming an outlook on life, on scepticism and a critical attitude toward the past in general and the Church in
particular, and on freedom of economic activity and non-interference by the State {liberalism). The accent was placed
on rationalism and on the rational aspect in all matters. A true intellectual was considered to be one who examines
everything in a logical manner. It was a recognition of the right of the intellect to be its own master, without any
preceding power or authority. There was nothing to be gained from what had taken place in the past, such as
traditior, customs or education. The past enslaved the intellect. The source of all evil was ignorance, and first and
foremost, sensible reform was required. The Enlightenment had a new evaluation of reality and it contained the social
ideal of public reform. It wanted what was good and pleasant for man.

Enlightened Absolutism

A number of European rulers, such as Katharina Alexejewna 1 of Russia {1762-1796), joseph It of Austria (1741-1790),
and Frederick [ of Prussia ('Frederick The Great” 1712-1786), adopted the ideas of the Enlightenment in part. These
rulers did not abandon the absolute nature of their rule, and continued to concentrate all authority and liberties in
their hands. The essential difference in their attitude concerned the basis of legitimate justification for their existence,
which was no longer divine power, but the service they rendered their subjects. They regarded themselves as the
highest servants of the State, as they saw fit... "Everything for the People, but not by the People”.

The Influence of the Enlightenment on the jews

The Enlightenment movement became a spiritual ferment which encompassed the whole Jewish Diaspora from the
middie of the 18th. Century and enioyed great support, mainly among the central and west European Jews. The Jewish
Enlightenment coined slogans which included: wisdom, i.e. broadening the mind and studying general science; skill,
i.e. public concern for preparing the younger generation for the responsibility of a respectable livelihood; language,
i.e. learning foreign languages in the places of settlement of the Jews; manners, i.e. improving the way a person
behaves both as an individual and in society. The Enlightenment presented the Jewish people with a contradiction
between the renewed feeling of life and the traditional view of life. The first breaches were created by prospercus Jews,
who in their mode of life were close to the non-Jews. These circles were involved in affairs of State and were therefore
attracted by these ideas in ever increasing numbers.

The Centre of the Enlightenment in Berlin

The centre of the Enlightenment was, not by accident, in Berlin, The Jewish settlement in Prussia was prosperous and
non-orthodox. The authorities were selective in the Jewish settlement. They exploited financial potential and
intervened in the life of the community. The Jews felt themselves to be part of the State despite this being in
contradiction to their legal position, as they lacked rights. The Jews of Prussia adapted themselves from the
beginning, in their customs, manners, and culture, to the society around them, At the same time, a process took place
of unburdening from traditions and communal ties, which in any case were weak. The swift repudiation was not to the
taste of Jewish and Christian intellectuals alike. The Enlightenment intended that repudiation would come gradually
and respectably and not by blatant contempt for the Jewish religion. In Berlin it was customary to meet in fashionable
‘salons’, where literary, artistic, and philosophical matters were discussed outside a religious context. it was a pure
intellectual society. Most of the intellectuals preferred the practical, Christian Enlightenment, and were not
particularly enamoured of the theoretical Enlightenment. That is to say, they preferred commercia! ties and
appreciation of an individual by means of direct contact.

Moses Mendelsschn {1729-1786) was considered to be the father of the Jewish Enlightenment movement. He leaned
towards secular studies from a young age and was influenced by the spirit of rationalism. When he and his family
arrived in Berlin, he sought the company of Jewish intellectuals and was influenced by the German philosopher and
writer Lessing (1729-1781). He believed that the Enlightenment would be beneficial in improving the situation of the
Jews, who had stagnated in previous generations. He saw the translation of the Bible into German as a way of
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various parts of Europe contributed greatly to this. The Jews left the ghettos, moved to large urban centres, and
engaged in money-lending, peddling, commerce and banking on a small scale, and more. In areas of South Germany,
they were involved in the retail trade in livestock, horses, feathers, clothing, corn, tobacco, cloth, tailoring, etc. and in
places where guilds did not yet exist - in diamond polishing, painting, and more. The Jews were accustomed to sell
their wares at fairs in the large cities. At the same time, there were those who received contracts to supply silver for
the purpose of minting coinage. There was a very flourishing trade in promissory and exchange notes.

The spiritual-cultural activity, too, which had ceased following the pogroms of 1648-1649, awakened somewhat
following the return of German Jews from Poland and Lithuania to Germany. There are historians who claim that the
Thirty Years War brought in its wake the second era of German Jewry, the Polish-German era. This era was
characterized by the return of Polish Jews to Germany, which their parents had left dozens of years previously. The
Jews made their way back, replete with foreign customs. They brought with them new dialects of Hebrew and Yiddish
and also rabbinical philosophies which had originated in the east. Starting from this period, the intellectuals and
rabbis were of east European origin.

Towards the end of the century, the status of the Court Jew became stronger. The princes needed them as suppiiers of
regular provisions for their armies, and wheat for the corn and emergency stores of the city. The Jews suffered from
stiff competition from Christian merchants and from poor crops or droughts which were liable to thwart all their
efforts. There were even cases where they were banned or put to death as a result of social unrest or failure to fulfil
demands. They continued to be a very influential class in all matters concerning the continued existence of the Jewish
community from which they had come, or which they had established.

There are those who claim that dependence of the community on the Court Jews was also a source of its weakness,
since it opened the door to interference by the external government in internal arrangements. The ‘Jewish masses
developed extremely ambivalent feelings toward the Court Jews. On the one hand, thanks to them, new possibilities
had opened up for trade and permanent settlement, but on the other, their wealth and ostentation caused strong
hatred and jealousy. The swift enrichment may have brought with it a rise in the standard of living, but it led to a
lowering of morality. Avarice grew, and as a result the Law was forgotten. On the eve of the capitalist era, man’s worth
began to be determined by his wealth. The wealthy Court Jews built palaces for themselves and middle-class Jews
lived in spacious homes and employed servants. The use of gold and silver utensils and imitating the ways of the
non-jews was commonplace. Even the preachers who cried out against the widening gap between rich and poor, did
50 to no avail. The Court Jews ruled high-handedly over the Jewish masses, who were also the first to be affected the
moment that the Court Jews lost favour with the ruler.

These wealthy Jews became increasingly interested in collecting culture, art, and establishing museums, by which
means the Jewish heritage was recorded and preserved. It also allowed the Germans to indirectly get to know the
beauty of this heritage and its culture. This was a period in which the Jews of Germany presented their children with
an appreciation for luxuries, and the level of enjoyment rose for things other than for the purpose of making a living. It
led many of them to indulge in idle pastimes such as games of chance and cards.

By 1700, numbers had grown as a result of natural increase, marriage at a young age, and the absence of epidemics.
Jews who had been expelled from Switzerland and Bohemia moved to Germany and set up residence. By the
18th.Century, many new communities were added, numbering more than 30,000 persons. The 17th. and 18th.
Centuries brought about a cultural flowering in France and Britain, but not necessarily in Germany. The Jews, too,
were affected by an impoverishment of spirit which expressed itself by their joining false messianic sects. At that time,
vicious anti-jewish slanders began to be published in Germany, principally written by Eisenmenger (1654-1704),
which were to have a far-reaching influence on the future of the Jews.

The Enlightenment Movement (Rationalism)

The Enlightenment Movement developed in the [7th. and 18th. Centuries, following the swift advance and
development of the Natural Sciences. Its influence was considerable in all spheres of life. It caused a radical change in
values in western radicalism and re-formed the outlook on life of modern man. Despite the centre of the movement
being in Paris and its main thinkers being French, its purpose was cosmopolitan and its message was intended for a
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return and settle there. In 1582, it contained some 200 Jewish inhabitants. In 1607, we aiready find mention of the
name of a Rabbi. Two leaders of the community represented it before the local council. Furth's Jews were mainly
involved in trade, and their commercial links were with Bohemia and the East. There are two versions regarding the
influence of the Thirty Years War had on them. According to one version, the region was affected relatively lightly,
while the other version claims that the community was scattered in all directions during the period of the war.

The expulsion of the Jews from Vienna in 1670 caused much capital and talent to flow to the city of Furth, and it
became a serious competitor to Frankfurt on Main. Subsequently, this fact contributed to creating the foundation of
the great Jewish community in Berlin. The wider community concentrated mainly around Geleitgasse. The old
synagogue near Koenigstrasse was built in 1617 and the new synagogue in 1697. An additional synagogue of the
Frankel family, was established in 1707. The cemetery had been consecrated some hundred years previously in 1653,
and also the 'Hekdesh' hospital. Towards the end of the 17th.Century a Hebrew press developed in Fiirth. Several
Jewish families started to work in printing and published a considerable number of books. Despite attempts to put a
stop to the publication of books which were printed in Hebrew, the work continued until the second half of the
19th.Century. In 1719, the community numbered some 400 families. its political status was settied by the Bishop. In
return for the annual taxes which the Jews paid, they were promised protection for their lives and property. They were
permitted to build places of worship and employ a cantor, beadle, and gravedigger. In cases of dispute between Jews,
the right of jurisdiction was in the hands of the Jewish court. In cases of disputes, and court cases between Jews and
Christians, they were judged by the Ecclesiastical Court. The Fiirth community conducted all its affairs with the help
of a set of rules instituted in 1728. The first Jewish orphanage in Germany was established in Fiirth in 1763, and from
the 17th.Century until 1824 it also contained an important Yeshiva. In 1862, an orthodox school was set up in Filrth,
which in 1899 was also recognized by the authorities as a High School. At the same time, the importance of the
community, whose sons rose to high positions in the field of jurisprudence, grew. The Jewish community contributed
greatly to the economic and political development of the city. The number of Fiirth’s Jews rose gradually until the 80's
of the 19th.Century. From then on the numbers dwindled. At the time of the rise of the Nazis to power, there were
2000 Jews in Furth, representing 2.6% of the total population.

Following the expulsion of the Jews from Vienna, members of the Eskeles family also arrived in Firth, returned once
more to Vienna and finally, the German branch of the family settled in Furth. We do not know precisely who and when
they moved from Vienna to Fiirth and back again, but it is clear that the ties between members of the family in the two
cities was close. Rabbi Jacob Chaim Eskeles, son of Rabbi Gabriel Eskeles, added Firth to his name. In her memoirs,
Glueckel von Hameln (1643-1724) writes of the Jews who engaged in minor lending, the manufacture of cheap
jewellery, and peddling German and Dutch haberdashery. Glueckel also recalls Rabbi Gabriel Eskeles who was the
Rabbi of Metz and the President of the Jewish Ecclesiastical Court of Moravia.

Jews in Germany in the Middle of the 17th. Century

Court Jews (Hofjuden)

After the Thirty Years War, there began the process of the siow disintegration of the 'Holy Roman Empire of the
German Nation' (this was a name given to the German principalities and other parts of Europe which belonged to the
German tribes from the beginning of the 9th.Century until the conguest of Napoleon at the beginning of the 19th.
Century). Germany was fragmented into more than 300 principalities, in each of which, apart from the free cities such
as Frankfurt and Hamburg, the princes were absolute rulers, duplicating the system of government which was usual in
France. In the new political situation which was created, a new class of Jews arose, who were called 'Court Jews'. The
Court Jews were under the direct control of the princes and were granted privileges in status, dress, etc. The extended
members of the Jew's household were also granted these benefits. The role of the Court Jews included supply,
provisioning, loans, commerce, supply of precious stones, art objects, etc. The first Court Jews of which we are aware
appeared in Vienna and Prague, and little by little, the Jewish communities which lacked privileges became
dependent upon them. A number of Jews who excelled greatly in their service to the princes were even awarded
aristocratic titles.

In the period of crisis and destruction through which Europe passed in the years following the Thirty Years War, the
Jews helped greatly in the economic recovery. The extensive system of contacts which existed between the Jews in
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The Jewish Community of Vienna

The Jewish community of Vienna, which had reawakened after the Thirty Years War (1618-1648), increased greatly. in
Austria, there was a constant fear of the stream of refugees coming from the Ukraine, which flooded the country
following the pogroms of 1648-1649. Austria, which had already expelled all the Jews from its territory, wondered what
to do with the masses of jews. Following the wars against the Turks, the influence of the Catholics increased greatly,
and especially the Order of the Jesuits. These incited the government against Jews and Protestants alike. In particular,
they were envious of the Jewish community of Vienna which numbered some 4000 souls, most of them well-to-do. The
maijority of the Jews in the community were merchants who had commercial contacts with Turkey, ltaly, and Poland.
Their principal trade was cloth, jewellery, horses, and providing loans to the nobility. The Jews paid protection money
for permission to remain, and additional taxes. This fact was not lost on the princes, who were obliged to keep close
contact with the Jews since these were helping them at a difficult time. The Thirty Years War brought about a
noticeable increase in weaith of some of the Jews,

Following this development, the town council requested that the Jews be placed under its protection. Despite
repeated attempts, the Emperor refused, because he knew that this would bring about the destruction of the
community and, as a consequence, of his income. The change in the situation of the Jews commenced with the
accession to the throne of Emperor Leopold 1 {1640-1705). This devout Jesuit disciple was exposed to the influence
and entreaties of the town council, and to the counsel of his first wife Margaret Theresa (1741-1780), daughter of King
Philip IV of Spain, who was a notorious and deadly foe of the Jews. It was difficult for her to reconcile herself to the
fact that in her country there were no Jews at all, while in the place where she ruled the Jewish community prospered.

She realized her evil scheme at the time that war broke out with the Turks. A libel was spread, according to which the
Jews, whose commerce with the Ottomans was known to all, were treacherously negotiating with them. The result was
immediate. Mass incitement, pogroms, and brutalities by individuals and groups, commenced in the ‘Jewish city’. It is
true that the Emperor put a stop to the riots, but he hesitated in finding a solution to the problem. He was supplied
with the means by his wife. After she gave birth to a stillborn child, she decided to ‘appease’ God by offering the Jews
as a sacrifice. Permission for expulsion was supposed to be given by the Committee of the Inquisition which had been
set up in order to solve a number of theological questions regarding the Jews. The Committee of course issued its
decree as expected - expulsion, During its deliberations, and according to the summary it presented, it painted a most
negative image of the nefarious and shady activities of the Jew.

In July and August 1699, the order was given to expel the impecunious Jews from Vienna and from Lower Austria.
These owned little property and the Emperor had no interest in them. Among them were Rabbis and scholars who
were exempt from taxation. Permission was granted for wealthy Jews to remain until they had liquidated their
businesses. The Jews attempted to avert the evil decree in various ways, but another dead child only increased the
desire of the Emperor to bring about their total expulsion. Meanwhile, the members of the town council sold the
houses of the Jews but did not transfer them the money. New taxes and levies were also imposed on them. This
situation brought about the complete impoverishment of the community and then, too, came the turn of the wealthy.
Sixteen remaining leaders of the community were held as hostages in the event that Jews should deceive-or take their
revenge on the Christians. Since nothing happened, the leaders were freed and they, too, were expelled. During the
course of these events, not one Jew converted his religion so as to remain in the city. Within a short period, the Jewish
quarter became a Christian quarter, and the synagogue - a church. But the inhabitants of Vienna quickiy began to feel
the absence of Jewish capital and trade. The king, who could not openly repeal the expulsion order, allowed the Jews
to return gradually. And thus it was, that within a relatively short period, and despite the growing opposition of the
townspeople, the number of Jews in Vienna increased.

Germany

Jewish settlement in Germany expanded after the Thirty Years War. It was a result of internal migration which was a
product of economic motives, expuisions, and an attempt to build a new life. A good example of this was the
establishment of the Jewish community in Firth. When Nuremberg expelled its Jews, Fiirth, which was close by,
opened its gates. Furth, like other towns along the Rhine, had commercial links with the East. Jewish money-lenders
there are mentioned for the first time in 1440. Later, they were removed from the city. In 1528, they were allowed to
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The Jews of Bohemia (Boehmen)

At the beginning of the 16th. Century, German families, for example the Fugger family, began to establish commercial
monopolies which squeezed out the small traders. For the Jews, this situation, which was accompanied by
persecutions and bankruptcies, was unbearable. In their search for new sources of livelihood, they emigrated to
Bohemia, Moravia, and Poland. In the first quarter of the 16th.Century, when Bohemia was under the protection of the
King of the Jagellons (Jagellonen), the Polish dynasty which ruled between 1386-1572, and was marked usually by its
favourable attitude toward the Jews, the number of Jews there increased greatly. The king imposed his authority over
the Jews and forbade them to receive protection from local nobility.

During the same period, the Loeb family, forebears of the Eskeles family, were also wandering eastward and we find
them at the beginning of the 16th. Century in Bohemia, Prague, and Poznan.

At the beginning of the 17th. Century, we come across the daughter of Rabbi Chaim Issenheimer who refers to the
family of the ‘Maharal' of Prague (Der Hohe Rabbi Loeb von Prag). The 'Maharal’, who was born in Poznan and died in
Prague, won great fame in that city. Like him, his brother, Sinai Ben Bezalel Loeb, the grandfather of Rabbi Gabriel
Eskeles, was born in Poznan and died in Prague.

[n 1501, the King and the Landtag (the local Parliament) announced that if the Jews would pay all the taxes imposed
on them, they would not be expelled from the country, and all their privileges would be preserved. A number of towns
in Bohemia succeeded, under various pretexts, in expelling the Jews, but in Prague, apart from one year when they
were expelled, the king forbade the Jews to leave the city limits, and placed them under the protection of the local
Burggraf (a sort of mayor for townspeople). He also allowed the jews who had fled from the city to return. The town
council, which did not approve of their prosperity, did everything within its power to reduce their economic activity.

As the Jews were unable to fulfil the requirements of the decrees against them, the inhabitants of the town demanded
unceasingly that they be expelled. The situated remained unchanged for as long as the wars against the Turks
continued (during the 16th. Century) and the princes were in need of Jewish business and credit. The entry into the
town of the new Governor, Ferdinand, was greeted with joy by many Jews. Ferdinand promised, as had his
predecessor, to preserve all their privileges and to oppose their expulsion. He also warned the local populace against
attempts to exploit the Jews. From now on their affairs were determined by the 'Bohemian Department’ which
collected taxes from the jews and protected them from the town councils. From time to time, the latter were
reprimanded for unfair treatment of the Jews. The Department was in contact with the leaders of the Jewish
community in Prague and with the committee of Jewish communities in Bohemia.

Although the king was in great need of the income from the Jews, he was unsuccessful in putting an end to the blood
libels and expulsions from the towns of Moravia {Moravien) and Schlesia (Schlesien), where the influence of the
townspeople increased, and they also demanded the expulsion of the Jews from Prague. They used the pretext that
Jews were smuggling silver ingots abroad and were thus harming the monopoly of the local mint. After the Turks
defeated the Hungarians at the Battle of Ofen, Hungary, in 1541, the influence of those demanding expulsion
increased. These were now joined by the Department, which claimed that the Jews were collaborating with the Turks.
And so an expulsion order was issued and the maobs began to plunder Jewish property. At this stage the king
intervened, took those who were leaving under his protection, prosecuted the rioters, and gave the Jews an extension
to leave the country until 1542. As usual, the wealthy were granted a longer extension to allow them to settle their
financial affairs. Towards the end of the 16th. Century Jews were expelled from many areas of Germany, mainly from
the towns. The Jews wandered to areas closer to the Polish border and settled in small rural communities. Many areas
in the interior of the country were ‘cleared’ of Jews. In only four towns in Ashkenaz did the historic, communal
continuity continue - Prague, Vienna, Frankfurt on Main, and Worms, but this was not to be for very long.



The Spoken Language

The Jew continued to keep and to preserve the original language with which he arrived in Germany, even when he was
within the walls of the Ghetto. While the upper classes kept strictly to the original language, the masses adopted their
own tongue. They created a new jargon which was exposed to different variations of the local dialects. Jews who
arrived from Italy and France adopted several dialects and revitalized Yiddish while adding new elements.
Occasionally, their language retained Roman-Latin elements. [n other instances, they copied in one way or another
the German grammar, Yiddish was very common among the Jewish communities in southern Germany at the end of
the Middle Ages, and there are some who claim that there is a connection between it and Old German
{Mittelhochdeutsch).

Jews were accustomed to spice their language with ingredients from the past, such as a return to the ancient Hebrew
texts, and this was instrumental in preserving it. Women preferred it because of the translations of the Bible, the
Prayer Book, and the books of ethics, Tales, love stories and travel books would also be translated, thus popularising
it among the majority of the people. With its migration eastward, Yiddish took the place of the Slavic language which
was until then common among Jews. Obviously, local elements were also added to it, but in general, most of the jews
of Europe spoke, wrote, and lived in Yiddish until the period of the Enlightenment. What prevented the spread of the
language to southern Europe was the Balkan dialect of the Sephardi Jews. One of the reasons for the difference in
stress and pronunciation between the Ashkenazi and Sephardi versions of Hebrew is the linguistic influence which
Yiddish had on German Jews, also in the manner of reading and speaking Hebrew.

In the 17th. Century, after the pogroms of 1648-1649, pogroms which the Cossacks and others carried out against the
Jews at the end of the Thirty Years War (1618-1648), the spiritual centre of Ashkenaz Jewry, from the quantitative and
qualitative point of view, passed to Poland-Lithuania.

In Germany a new status of prosperous houseowners arose who became part of the sutrounding urban culture, These
Jews differed in character from the Jews of eastern Europe, The difference derived mainly from the change in source of
income following the geographical discoveries at the beginning of the New Age (1492 onwards). During the same
period, the demand for luxury goods increased greatly. The economic activity of the Jews of Ashkenaz became more
extensive, also by trading with the settlements overseas. Overland trade with the Jews of Poland and Lithuania also
greatly increased the extent of their commerce. New contacts were created between them and the Ottoman Empire.
jews exiled from Spain, and later also their Ashkenaz brothers, penetrated the trade in precious stones and became
specialists in it. Among their main clients were the great houses of the nobility in Germany.

The Reformation

The Reformation began with the German priest Martin Luther (1483-1546), who strongly opposed the sale of
indulgences by the Pope in order to finance the building of luxury edifices in Rome. Luther, who only intended to
reform. in fact founded a new religion - the Protestant Religion. His attitude toward the Jews, like his attitude to other
events such as the peasants revolt in Germany of 1515, bears witness to his controversial image. At first, his attitude
to the Jews was sympathetic, because through them, he intended to demonstrate the abuses of the Church. When he
did not receive great support from them, or alternatively - their religious conversion, he wrote attacking them with
hate and anger. The sociologist Max Weber (1864-1920) explains Protestant Determinism as believing that the fate of
man on earth is preordained. If he is successful - it means that he has found favour in the eyes of God even while he is
alive, and if not - the curse of God is upon him. All the more so regarding the Jews. Their sorry state and humiliation in
the present is a sign of the hand of God, who has deserted them for another, and better people. Persecuted and
damned, they appeared as those whose fate can no longer be changed. The Jews were very quickly disillusioned from
their hope of tolerance or sympathy from the Protestant sects. Between the ‘Peace of Augsburg in 1555, which
determined that “The religion of the Prince is the religion of the State” {cuius regio eius religio} and which
demarcated the north of Germany for Lutherans and the south for Catholics, and the Thirty Years War, the political
situation in Ashkenaz was unstable.



Legal Institutions

Every community aspired to set up its own Court of Law. In fact, the Court’s sphere of jurisdiction was the community,
The community usually disapproved of accepting additional Jews . A ‘Residence Ban’ was imposed on an individual
who settled in it against the wishes of its communal leaders, and only in cases of absorbing refugees was this law
broken. Over the years, a communal tradition of respectability was built up within the communities which, with the
internal distinguished lineage of their veteran members, prevented those who did not belong from joining.

Economic Regulations

'Clientele’
This was a regulation which stated that one must not try and tempt a non-Jew, who is a permanent customer of a
certain Jew, to buy from another Jew, by offering discounts and benefits.

'Right of Interjection’
This was an appeal to public opinion concerning an injustice which had taken place, by interrupting the Reading of
The Law. It was common mainly in small townships.

Change in the Image of the Family

The most well-known ban was that of Rabbeinu Gershom, who forbade a Jew to marry two wives, except in a case
where the man's wife was mentally ill. This ban completely changed the character of the Jewish family in Ashkenaz,

Social and Spiritual Life

From the end of the 10th.Century, French and Ashkenaz Jewry was distinguished by its high cultural leve] and its
unique tradition. Study groups were created around sages in the community, which adopted for itself a system of
ideals, such as service to the Jewish Nation and the highest degree of morality. The simple folk also received
instruction regarding suitable conduct. Study of the Torah, the language, and the holy books became the supreme
ideal. The concern of parents for children brought about the design of a system of study and education which
differentiated the Jews from the non-Jews. The spiritual work did not cease, despite the persecutions of the
14th.Century. The increase in Yeshivot contributed greatly to the spirituality of the People. In certain places, the sage
concentrated a number of disciples around him who continued to spread his ideas. Teaching indeed became a matter
of honour, but it was also a livelihood. The sages also earned a living from providing hot meals for their students in
their houses. Groups of Yeshiva students were formed, with their own particular ways and life-style.

The Tosafists (Ergénzer) - 11th. and 13th. Centuries

For the sake of deepening the understanding of the Talmud, the 'Tosafot' were created in Ashkenaz. The Tosafists
regarded the Taimud as a sacred sphere and saw their work as being only a commentary on the Talmud, Rashi, and
the Gaonim. Outstanding among them were Rabbi Samuel ben Rabbi Meir and Rabbeinu Tam. The ‘Tosafot’ are a
collective work which continued over many generations. It includes interpretation of words and explanations,
definition of concepts or their reformulation, legal discussions, and more.

Ashkenaz Hassidim

Starting in the 12th. Century, and during the 13th.Century, a group of God-fearing Hassidim formed in the
communities of Ashkenaz, who feared sin and aspired to a life of simplicity and innocence. They were very strict with
themselves and acted with enthusiasm and out of reverence for the Creator. These Hassidim were mystics who
studied the secret mysteries of the Cabbala. Their perception of the creation was holistic and it also included a belief
in demons and spirits. They believed that the dead continue to exert an influence over the living. They scorned the
existing world, but feared demonic forces. In spite of their ascetic-monastic way of life, they led normal family lives.
They regarded prayer as being devout, intellectual, and personal. Great devotion and concentration were natural
foundations of their faith. Inner belief and devotion were most important. Until the 18th.Century, Hassidic ideals were
of supreme importance in the life of Ashkenaz Jewry.



In 1679, the French burnt the city, and ten years later a Jewish community was once again established in it. In the
following centuries, Worms was not counted among the important Jewish communities in Germany. During the
19th.Century, there were 800 Jews living there who enjoyed the equal rights given to the Jews of Hessen. In the period
of the 'Spring of Nations' (see below) a Jew was appointed as mayor. By the rise of the Nazis to power, the Jewish
population of Worms numbered 1016.

At the end of the Middle Ages, there was a growing recognition among the Jews that they must convince the rulers of
their need to remain in the various principalities. They believed that they had to emphasize the glory of the name of
the ruler in protecting the Jews, and they became, willingly, the private property of this or that ruler. They were
'Servants of the Treasury’. In 1263, the Emperor Frederick the Second declared the Jews in Germany to be "Servi
Nostra Camerae” - "Servants of our Treasury”. From this period on, privileges which various rulers granted the Jews
mainly related to the subject of money.

The Persecutions

Until the 15th. Century, the Catholic religion was the only legitimate religion in Europe. The Jews were humiliated,
and the Catholics denounced them as the murderers of Jesus. Having said that, one should remember that the Church
sometimes served as a restraining factor against the bloodthirsty mob. The existence of Judaism as a separate group
represented, then as always, a permanent challenge for the Church, whose leaders would from time to time issue
written polemics against the Talmud. The arguments, which were intended to glorify Christianity, led to the creation
of an atmosphere of anti-jewish incitement, and to an increase in their isolation and persecution. Jews were sculpted,
painted, and portrayed in all fields of art in a distorted and frightening way. In many places in Europe, Jews were
forced to wear pointed hats or yellow patches in order to make them easily recognizable. The masses attributed
everything that was bad and corrupt to the Jews, and at the time of a religious festival or when any disaster occurred,
the Jews were always made the scapegoat. One of the most notable examples of this were the blood libels (their
outstanding common factor was; the Jew thirsting for the blood of children). Riots against the Jews were the outcome
of religious ignorance and fanaticism, but at the same time, the tendency to try and burn the hated promissory notes
always repeated itself. Towards the New Age the situation of the Jews became unbearably difficult, because the
authorities did not want, or were unable to protect them, and criticism of the disturbances was also made
half-heartedly.

Jewish Leadership in the Late Middle Ages

Geographical communal continuity, that is to say, permanent settlement in one place for a long period, could not be
preserved because of outside events. Each time, the community was forced to rebuild itself in another place, and set
up its institutions. In the ancient and well-established communities, particularly narrow rules of government
crystallized, which were based on distinguished family lineage and on money. Domination by the family oligarchies
affected the atmosphere of cooperation and solidarity, and soured the taste at the regional meetings.

Activities and Purposes of the Independent Leadership

Tax Collection

The community itself was responsible for collecting taxes and transferring them to the ruler. It is true that an attempt
was made to collect taxes in a progressive and equitable manner, but not in all cases was this successful. The
authorities for their part were always ready to offer help in collecting the tax.

The Ban

Banning was used as a tool for enforcing interna! discipline. The leaders of the community used it in order to discover
the value of property, incidents of theft, losses etc. In the eyes of those of the period, the ban was perceived as the
right of force majeure. Whoever was caught infringing the rules of the community was isolated from the rest of its
members and a ban was imposed on him. A person on whom a ban was imposed could convert to Christianity, and
thus remove the punishment from himself. It is known that there were a few cases of conversion. In the main, even the
most hardened offenders preferred to be banned, but to remain within the framework of the community.



The 'Black Death’

On 10th. Adar Bet, 341, when the 'Black Death' was raging throughout Europe, anti-jewish disturbances broke out
anew in Worms. The ‘Black Death’ was a popular term for the bubonic plague which broke out in Europe in the middle
of the [4th. Century and wrought havoc on the population. As a result of the plague, the demographic appearance of
the continent was completely altered. Jews were accused of spreading the plague and poisoning the wells. It was even
said that since they knew which welis were poisoned, they did not drink from them and thus remained alive. The
historical explanation is, that the plague broke out when the sailors disembarked in Italy from a ship which had sailed
from the east, and the Jews, who observed the rules of hygiene, were relatively less affected than other populations,

When the rioters reached Worms, a few Jews succeeded in escaping to the south, to the city of Heidelberg and its
surroundings. The vast majority of the members of the community remained in their houses. When the rioters arrived,
many preferred to immolate themselves. Others were slaughtered by the mob. The city coundil confiscated their
property. When the rioting was over, King Karl [V (1316-1378) renounced all royal privileges that he had regarding the
Jews in favour of administration by the city council. From now on the community was administered by 12 leaders, one
of them appointed by the Cardinal to be ‘Bishop of the Jews’ for the period of his lifetime. The last appointee to this
post died in 1792.

Commencing in the middle of the second half of the 14th. Century, we find the first evidence of the ancestors of the
Loeb family, who three hundred years later would be called Eskeles. We refer to Rabbi Bezalel ben Jacob Loeb, Rabbi
Jacob ben Judah Loeb, and Rabbi Bezale] ben Chaim.

A change also occurred in the professions of the Jews after the plague. They engaged in petty hawking, peddling their
wares from house to house, or were agents in small businesses. The development of the city also contributed not a
small amount to the change - the Jews supplied the burghers with haberdashery and wares that they needed. The
status of the burghers, residents of the towns, improved following the establishment of new towns and the
development of trade. Compared to the rest of the population, most of the burghers were wealthy and educated, but
they lacked political rights.

Towards the end of the Middle Ages (in the middle of the 15th. Century), the number of jews who began to live in
outlying regions where Jews had not previously settled increased greatly. Whilst it is true that this was because the
persecutions, it was also the result of economic needs, which brought about a search for new sources of livelihood. A
change also took place in the structure of the communities. Following the expulsions and frequent crises, the Jews
were in need of much guidance and faith. This caused a change in the status of a number of those with official roles.
From the I5th. Century, the sage of the community became the leader and he regarded himself as having sole
authority. This phenomenon was in accord with bestowing ‘Rabbinical ordination’, which became a precondition for
filling the role of Dayan and teacher. The ordination bestowed on its owner the title of ‘Our Teacher’ and principally
gave confirmation by the distinguished sage that the ordinated person had Halachic knowledge and was himself
entitled to teach. The stratum of new sages which was created demanded that it receive privileges and claimed a
central place in the leadership of the community. The sages began to regard themselves as saintly men. This created
disputes and rifts between them and between their disciples. At the same time, the regional assemblies of heads of
communities continued to be held.

Between 13531355 the Jewish community of Worms was re-established. This stemmed from the refusal of the city's
inhabitants to pay the taxes which the Jews had previously paid. The Jewish community marked the 10 Adar as a day
of remembrance. Nothing remained from this community apart from its glorious name and past. Even so, one can say
that it was not as celebrated as its predecessors. Its demise was in 1615, with the artisans’ uprising. In the area of the
ghetto of Frankfurt on Main, a riot took place which was directed against the local patricians, During the disorders,
which were called 'Fettmilch’ after their instigators, Jews were injured and Jewish property damaged. Order was
testored in the town with the help of the local militia, but the aftermath of the riots affected other Jewish communities
along the Rhine. The Jews of Worms fled the city and the rioters desecrated the synagogue and cemetery. The Jews
returned a year later. The first leader of the renewed community was David Joshua Oppenheim who in 1624 founded
the Rashi House of Learning.



In 1097, a year after the slaughter, the German Emperor Henry IV {Heinrich, 1050-1106) allowed Jews who had been
converted to return to the Jewish fold. A short while later, a small community was established once again in Worms. In
[112, the German Emperor Henry V (1086-1125) renewed the system of privileges which had previously been granted
during the reign of his father, Henry IV. The Jews of Worms, in common with the rest of the German jews at that time,
from then on concentrated on money-changing and not on commerce. At the time of the Second Crusade (1146), the
local Jews had learnt the lesson of their fathers and escaped in good time to the castles in the area, where they
remained until the turmoil subsided. After returning to the city, the Jewish community slowly expanded.

In the 13th. Century, the Cardinal received control over the affairs of the Jews. He equated some of their liabilities with
those of the Christians (this mainly refers to penal jurisdiction). The additional significance that the change had for
the Jews, is that from now on they had to pay him an additional tax, in return for which they enjoyed protection.
Nevertheless, in the case of an attack on the city, the Jews had to play an active part in its defence, and so it was at the
time of the siege of Worms in 1201. Worms scholars took part in the rabbinical synods (theological assemblies) which
met in the Rhineland. They also played a part in formulating proposals for laws and settlements which were supposed
to apply to the three communities, Speyer, Worms, and Mainz. The regulations enacted had far-reaching influence on
all the Ashkenaz communities. Ashkenaz Jewry, despite its contacts with distant jewish communities, always looked
for independent methods of establishing internal ieadership.

The two main foundations which guided the communities were the great Torah sages and participation of the
members of the community in leadership. [n all the written privileges which the Jews received from the rulers, they
were given the right 1o live according to their laws. This right transformed the leadership of the community into an
entity with legal and political legitimacy. During the same period, it was customary to form associations, which were
professional or legal organisations, with legal sovereignty in certain fields, and which operated without direct
connection with the central government, which functioned extremely poorly. The corporate structure in the Middle-
Ages allowed rulers to treat the Jews as a sort of additional group, also corporate, which conducted its own affairs.

The more frequent the disturbances against the Jews, and protection of their physical well-being and property became
a problem vital to existence, so did the status of the interceders increase and strengthen. The Jews needed
intercession and diplomacy in order to receive written privileges and protection, and also in order to make proper use
of the funds allocated for this purpose. In the 11th. and 12th, Centuries, a central leadership formed in the region of
the Rhine, based on the assembly of heads of communities in the city of Cologne on market days. The aim was to
discuss matters of public concern. The communal leader became a central character within, and outside the
community. He was considered to possess qualities of being God-fearing and righteous, and to be a person of
eminence. Among those who set their seal on the spiritual and religious character of the community were Rashi and
the Ragma (Rabbi Gershom Maor Hagolah, The Light of the Diaspora 960-1028).

During Rashi's lifetime, the institutions and independent leadership of the community, which Rashi saw as being the
basis for the life of the nation in the Diaspora, developed greatly. He demanded that the heads of the community
display a high ethical standard and emphasized the duty to rebuke lack of morals. The strength of the community also
formed out of Jewish solidarity in the face of a hostile Christian society, and also because of the special character of
the system of decision-making that it introduced, which was based on argument, debates, and unanimous decisions.
During the 12th. Century, the community institutions were formed and defined in respect of internal and external
affairs, a process which started with the help of Rashi’s grandson, Rabbenu Tam (Jacob ben Meir Tam, 1100-1171).

Towards the 13th. Century, the communities, which were situated within the cities, evolved into defined political
entities. In Worms, the Halachic personality with the greatest influence was the liturgical poet Menahem ben Jacob.
Also prominent was Eliezer ben Yehuda, the disciple of Judah ‘The Righteous’, the author of the “Apothecary's Book',
and Baruch ben Meir and his son, Meir of Rothenburg, who was head of the rabbinical court and who died in 1281.



The Crusades

The crusades took place between the | th. and the 15th.Centuries. Their aim was to free Jerusalem from the Moslem
'infidels’ who ruled it at that time. It was a result of the increase in Christian religious fanaticism at the beginning of
the First century CE., and the expectation of the resurrection of Jesus, which had not been realized. The Crusaders
consisted in the main of simple folk and impecunious nobles. Until they arrived in the Holy Land they would kill, rob,
and plunder towns and villages in which were living those, who by their definition were considered ‘infidels’ and
among them - also the Jews. Worms did not escape a similar fate to that of its sister cities on the Rhine, through
which the Crusaders passed. When the terrible rumours arrived of the evil that incited mobs were inflicting on the
Jews, the Jews of Worms preferred, at least at first, to shut themselves up in their houses. In their naivity they relied on
help from their neighbours, and even deposited their wealth and chattels with them. Their hopes were not realized,
and their neighbours, who had already joined the crusading mobs, together with the rest of the rioters, cartied out the
first massacre of Jews on 18 May, 1096. Remnants of the community took refuge in the Cardinal's palace. After a week,
it was clear that the Cardinal lacked the ability or the means to defend the Jews. The palace was captured by the
rioters, and the surviving Jews who remained perished by the sword or chose death for the sanctification of the Holy
Name. The sources relate that: "...the Jews killed one another, each his kinsman, his wife, and his children, and also
bridegrooms their brides, and merciful women their only sons, and all accepted with a perfect heart the judgment of
heaven, and resigning their souls to their Creator, they cried "Shema Yisrael” {"Hear O israel”)... A small number of
Jews agreed to be baptised. A total of some 800 persons were slain. Similar scenes were also repeated in Speyer and
Mainz.

The Ideal of 'Sanctification of the Holy Name'

Beginning with the First Crusade, many Jews were confronted during the riots with the choice: to convert to
Christianity or to die for the sanctification of the Holy Name. The ideal of 'Sanctification of the Holy Name' had
existed for a long time and also in the Middle Ages became a central factor, at a time when no help came to the Jews,
Most Jews preferred to commit suicide and kill their dear ones so as to avoid falling into the hands of the gentiles.
They felt that they were fulfilling a superior commandment. Without knowing the doctrine of Determinism, they
believed that God would avenge their blood. The Jews were afraid of forced conversion and the baptism of young
children into Christianity. Stories of Sanctification of the Holy Name were intended to strengthen his self-image and
pride, and enable the Jew to hold his head high. In the literature of the period, there is no criticism whatsoever of
those who preferred conversion to death. The Sages, for their part, were concerned about cases in which confessions
were extracted by force from Jews who had converted, and they tried to prevent the incrimination and imperilling of
the whole of the Jewish community.

The Jews from the Crusades till the Renaissance (the 15th. Century)

After the First Crusade, the condition of the Jews deteriorated considerably. Contact between the various regions of
Ashkenaz was disrupted and uncertain. Competitors of the Jews arose in various countries, mainly from Italy. Many
sources of commerce were barred to them. Entry into the city was forbidden to them, while they could not become
members of the guilds - trade organizations which were open to Christian artisans only. The Jew was therefore forced
to change the course of his business more and more in the direction of money-lending for interest. The Christian
turned to the Jew in order to obtain loans for the purpose of investment, repayment of debt or taxes. The Jew
possessed the necessary capital and also the experience. Among those applying for loans were merchants,
monasteries, nobles and princes. The Jews were accustomed to preserving their sources of income by charging high
rates of interest, a fact which did not improve their image. In order to concentrate their capital the Jews used to set up
partnerships within their extended family, which sometimes even extended beyond the borders of the state. On their
part, the Christians used to provide various pledges as collateral, such as jewellery, articles and used clothing. In
order to fook after the property deposited with them the jews became tailors, goldsmiths, and blacksmiths. At a later
stage, they began to sell merchandise themselves.
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In German, the solution is relatively simpie. The German CH is pronounced in three different ways:

- As guttural - Rache, Woche, etc.
- As SH - weich, schlecht, etc.
- As C - Character, Chronik, etc.,

Therefore, the German spelling for " and '3 was CH, so
as Mordechai, Jecheskel, Noach, etc.

The important question for me was the determination of the target public, to whom the transliteration is destined.
Only few German speaking members of the family are still alive, and those who remain speak English and/or Hebrew.
Only the English speaking members of the family have the problem of transliteration.

If [ had adapted the German transliteration, as do most of the German-born experts dealing with genealogy, the CH in

Mordechai would be pronounced by English speaking people the same way they pronounce chewing, Charles, Noach
would be pronounced like coach, etc.

Therefore, | adapted KH as transliteration for the gutturals khet - 'n’ and kaf - ' {(Mordekhai, Noakh), which should be
pronounced the way the German pronounce Woche, Nacht, and the Spanish pronounce Juan, sujeto, etc.

Haifa, December 1995 Zeev Eshkolot



The origin of the name ESKELES
There are three versions concerning the origin of the name ESKELES:

- The first explains that ESKELES is the Ashkenazic pronunciation of the Hebrew word ESHKOLOT - ...... ESHKOL is
a bunch, ESHKOLOT are bunches; ISH-HA'ESHKOLOT is a man having 'bunches’ of wisdom and knowledge. Wise
and learned people were called [SH-HA'ESHKOLOT, as surname and title of honor.

- The second opinion, as expressed by Mr. PAUL JACOBI, explains, that 13.1 R. GABRIEL BEN YEHUDA LOEB, the
first member of the family who adapted the name ESKELES, married the daughter of the famous Rabbi HESHEL
from Krakow. According to Mr. Jacobi, he added HESHEL'S to his name in honor of his father-in-law, and the
surname of the family developed from HESHEL'S, HESKELS, ESKELS to ESKELES.

- Athird version is given by ENCYCLOPAEDIA JUDAICA, explaining that R. GABRIEL was Rabbi in OLKUSZ, and that
the name ESKELES derives from OLKUSZ, ELKESH to ESKELES,

It seems difficult to decide today which of these explanations is the right one. Personally, | believe, that even if either
version two or three have some foundation, the reason why the name developed so quickly within the same
generation from HESHEL'S or ELKESH to ESKELES, was the intention of R. GABRIEL, who was a very famous and
ambitious Rabbi, to add to his name a title of honor, in tune with his standing and ambition.

Whichever is the correct explanation, the Israeli ESKELES decided 50 years ago to return to the name of ESHKOLOT.

Methodical remarks

The system of generations

Since | received a major part of the data, included in the genealogy, from Mr. PAUL J. JACOBI, | decided to adapt his
system of classification and enumeration of generations. This system is based on 'Absolute Generations’, equal alike
for all families, bearing retrograde numbers, following each other every 30 years, each covering a life-span of 75 years.
This system is neither perfect nor unanimously adapted by all experts dealing with genealogy, but it is clear and helps
to understand the continuity of the generations. In reality, the span of life is not always 75 years, so adjustments had
to be made and sometimes a generation is ‘skipped’.

Enumeration of names
Every name has a number which never repeats. The number is composed of two parts:

- Firstpart - the number of the generation.
- Second part - aserial number of the name within its generation, having no additional meaning.

E.g., 8.1. Gabriel Eskeles is number I of generation 8, not to be confused with 12.1 R. Gabriel Eskeles, 10.2 R. Berend
Gabriel Eskeles, 6.2 Gabriel Eskeles, etc,

Abbreviations

The following abbreviations are used:

R. - Rabbi b. - born d. - died
o - married /% - divorced
{1} - first marriage (2) - second marriage
? - unknown or doubt.

Names and transliteration

Wherever possible, [ adapted the Hebrew spelling of Jewish names in their Sepharadic pronunciation, i. e. Yaacov and
not Jakob or Jacob, etc. But if the name was written in official documents with the German spelling, | adapted the
official German version.

There is a problem of spelling the Hebrew gutturals, which exist also in other languages (German, Spanish and
others), but not in English. In order to simplify the problem, ! made no distinction between the Hebrew letters khet
-'n" and kaf - '9', and | shall not deal with the problem of the Hebrew letter Ayin - 'v'.



relative difficulty of intercontinental transportation and communication until the end of world war II, and also
continuity of the extroverting process of the Jews, restrained relationship and almost cut the ties between the families
living on different continents.

The Holocaust changed many conceptions of life for the remaining Jewry. The meaning of being a Jew and that of
lewish life became important and even imperative. Families diminished, and many had almost been extinguished.
The concept of family unity became once again an important core of life. The survivors looked for others who had
survived and mourned those who had perished.

In Israel, we know again the joy of large families. The most exciting and encouraging surprise for me was the discovery
of a large, close and happy family in the US.A. 1 hope that this work, and the modern means of communication and
transportation, will contribute to a closer relationship between all members and descendants of the family.

Jewish and non-Jewish parts of the family

In the past, there was identity between the Jewish religion and the Jewish people. Converting to Christianity meant
not only deserting the Jewish community, but also rupture with the family. The convert, as well, had no longer interest
in relationship with the past. But times and concepts have changed. [ shall not discuss within this framework whether
Jewry is a religion, a people, or both, and what should be the relationship between them. Jews all over the world,
which for many reasons could not foliow anymore the traditional orthodox way, have developed other contents and
forms in order to continue to live as Jews - the Conservative and the Reform Jewish communities on the one hand for
those who still consider themselves as religious, and the State of Israel, where religious and non-religious Jews can
live as Jews. We have learned to accept that there might be different - religious and non-religious - interpretations of
being Jewish. In Israel, an important part of the population does not consider itself as jewish by religion, but is proud
of being Jewish by nationality.

There is an important difference between the personal-individual approach to the phenomenon of conversion and the
social approach. As individuals, many Jews - except the Orthodox - will accept Christians as their friends and even as
members of their family. The main or sole aspects which will be important to them are the character and qualities of
the person concerned,

But from the social or national point of view, we can not be indifferent to the fact that conversion, as well as many
mixed matriages, lead to the abandonment of the jewish community. As Jews, and especially after the Holocaust in
which six millions perished, we are anxious for the future of our people and we feel sorry for every member leaving our
community. However, we must accept that there have been cases in the past, and there will certainly be in the future,
in which members of the family convert to Christianity for personal reasons. In spite of the sorrow we might feel, and
the emotional problems being caused on both sides, we should state very clearly that the family remains a family, and
that everyone of its members is and remains a part of it,

I would like to add few personal remarks on this problem of conversion to Christianity:

I am far from discussing the validity of any faith or religion at all. Everybody has the legal and moral right to believe or
not to believe and to be part of any religious community. But, when I try to analyze and to understand the reasons for
conversion to Christianity, | come to the conclusion that in almost all cases the sole reason for conversion was social
pressure and not belief in a better or righter religion.

The main motivation was the aim for integration in the surrounding society which could not be entirely achieved - or
not achieved at all - without becoming part of the dominant religious community in every country. This is generally
true and correct and we have also examples in our family: the 'von Eskeles’ family in Vienna and the Escales family in
Germany. Another social reason is a familial one, mostly marriage between a Jewish and a Christian partner, ending in
conversion, in many cases to Christianity. [n the U.S.A, we have the case of frwin Eskeles {St. Louis, MO.) who married
a Catholic woman and none of them converted when they were married. But years later, eventually under the
influence of the sickness of their son, Irwin converted to the Catholic faith.



About many of our ancestors there is little information, so 1 had to content myself with what | could find and collect.
[n spite of this lack, | hope that I have succeeded to describe the atmosphere and conditions in which the former
generations lived. Another reason is, that in spite of my reminders, not all members of the family sent me their and
their children's biographies.

There was a similar problem with the photos. In spite of many reminders, photos were received only of a part of the
family members and often, some of them were of so poor quality that they could not be printed in the book.

I'have not tried to stylize the different accounts or to give them a uniform shape. I hope that the variety of style and
presentation, as written down by so many members of the family, will add to the colorful picture of the Eskeles farnily.

Biographies and memories of members of the family who were born in Germany before World War 11, survived the
holocaust emigrating to Israel or to the US.A, are relatively long and detailed. | made no attempt to shorten them
because they represent a significant history of this generation.

4. Cemeteries

Unlike Christian cemeteries in which the tombs are very often liquidated after a certain time, in order to make place
for new burials, Jewish graves last forever - 'until the resurrection’. Many of the graves of Eskeles family have been
conserved throughout the ages in spite of bombing in wars and the Nazi regime, and most of the cemeteries are kept
in good conditions by the municipalities. These milestones in our history should be known by the living and future
generations and enable them to find and visit the graves of our ancestors.

This part includes pictures of the graves and/or reproduction of epitaphs, and a description of the location.
Unfortunately this part, too, is not complete, thus includes all available information.

The LOEB - ESKELES family during the ages.

The first known member of the family, R. Bezalel Ben Yaacov {Loeb) lived in the 14th century in Worms, Germany,
which was at the time a famous center of Jewish life. During approx. 300 years, we find among our ancestors famous
and eminent Rabbis, whose names were connected with Worms, Alsace, Bohemia, Prag and Posen (now Poland),
which were centers of Jewish learning. At the end of the 17th century, the family settled in Vienna, and we can from
here on trace 3 main branches:

e The ‘German' branch, the only one remaining, which came via Fuerth to Kelsterbach, i.. all Lines of this genealogy,
except Line 2 and 12.

» The 'Austrian’ branch, Line 2, the richest and most famous branch, which converted to Christianity, had no male
descendants and was therefore extinguished.

o The Polish’ branch, Line 12, about which we have only little information and which was entirely annihilated in the
Holocaust.

Evolution in Jewish life

[n the past, family and faith were the main stronghold of the Jew. He worked hard to feed his family, his life was in
permanent danger, and he and his religion were despised by the surrounding world. All the beauty and dignity of the
Jews which have thrived in the past were introverted to their religion and family.

In the 19th century, after the french revolution brought new ideas to the world, the emancipation of the Jews in
Europe began. As a result of those events, a slow and controversial process took place, and new opportunities opened
to the Jews. They began to discover new fields of intellectual, social and professional activities outside their
traditional world. This process lessened, of course, the importance of the two main factors of Jewish life - religion and
family. Many could no longer accept the traditional code of religion and sought new meanings and forms of being a
Jew. Reform movement, Zionism and conversion to Christianity, are the results of this development.

Nor did relationship in the family remain the same. If, e.g, during the first half of the 19th century most of the
‘German’ branch of the Eskeles family (Line 1} lived in Kelsterbach, at the end of the century almost none remained
there; all had dispersed to other cities in Germany and to the U.S.A. Geographical distances between the families,
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How the genealogy came together

Sixty years ago my late father, OTTO ESKELES, began to collect data and documents concerning the family. However,
he did not follow up the matter after 1935 and left only fragments, without completing the framework. [ owe all
information concerning generations 13 - 100, prior to 1700, including the YIKHUS LETTER, to Mr. PAUL ], JACOBI, who
did a very extensive research on Jewish families in Germany and put at my disposal his work on the LOEB - ESKELES
families. I would like to thank Mr. Jacobi in the name of all members and descendants of the family for his help. To the
best of my knowledge, almost all data are correct, and there is written evidence to support them.

The chain of descent from KING DAVID to R. Bezalel Ben Yaacov, the first ancestor included in the LOEB-ESKELES
genealogy, was published by R, WEINSTOCK in the 19th century, and it was based on a YIKHUS LETTER, now in the
possession of the Brooklyn Admor of the ZANS Khassidim. There is no conclusive evidence pertaining to the
foundation of this chain. However it is partly based on biblical accounts and oral tradition passed from teachers to
pupils.

The parts of this book

1. History of the Jews in Ashkenaz (Germany)

This part was written by Ruth Eitan from Haifa University, in order to give the reader an understanding of the
historical background. [ have added few remarks concerning the influence of the general historical events and
developments on the Eskeles family.

2. Genealogy Charts

The chaits include all available and up-to-date information on the different lines of the family. The ‘Main Line" is
almost entirely based on the information given to me by Mr. PAUL |. JACOBI, the later lines are based on information |
collected from the family, from municipalities, from Yad Vashem and from the Red Cross Tracing Center.

With few exceptions, | have included only direct descendants in these charts, otherwise the number of pages would
have increased too much.

3. Biographies

I have tried to include all available information about the late and living members of the family. [n spite of my efforts,
this information is not complete for several reasons:
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1934 - Postcard sent by Rabbi Dr. A. Willman of Nikolsburg, Moravia, to 4.1 Otto Eskeles in reply to his inquiry.

1. August 1934

An den
VYoratand der Jidischen CGemeinde zu Nikolsburg
Nikolsburg 1/ Mshren

Un cas Jahr 1700 herum hat in der dortigen Jildi-

schen Gemeinde eln
Gabriel Eakeles Ben Jehuda = Loeb

8ls Rabpiner gewlrkt. Ich whre Ihnen dankbar, wenn Sie nir mitw
tellen kinnten, wieviel Séhne er gehabt hat und we diese hinge~
kommen sind. Ich selbst bin ein Nachkomme vom Moses Egkeles, der
im Jahre 1776 geboren worden ist und spdter in Firth i/B. lebie.
Es liegt mir daran, feabtzustellen, ob direkbte verwandachaftliche
Beziehungen zwischen meinem Vorfahr Moses Egkeles und dem oben
ganannten Gelehrten bestanden haben.

Ich danke Ihnen im Voraus bestens fiir Ihre BemUhun
gen und verbleilbe

mlt voresilglicher Hochachtung

1934 - Letter sent by 4.1 Otio Eskeles to
Jewish community of Nikolsburg, Moravia,
inquiring about the relationship between
7.l Moses Eskeles and 12.1 R. Gabriel
Eskeles.



PREFACE

Dear members and descendants of the Eskeles family,

In 1988 | have submitted to you the first part of the genealogy. Today, almost 8 years later, | have the pleasure to
present to you the complete edition. Complete, but not final because there is no final' in genealogy. Generations
come and go, marry and also divorce sometimes, people change their residence, even if it is less frequent than in the
past. Therefore, [ intend to send once a year an addenda, which will include additions and changes.

This book represents the research which | began ten years ago and which, to the best of my knowledge, contains
almost all available data. From the beginning I decided not to content myself with my own ancestors, but to try and
find out everything about all the Eskeles and their descendants.

[f [ have succeeded to a certain extent, it is thanks to the help of other members of the family, who assisted me with
enthusiasm and efficiency, Mr. HARALD FREILING from Frankfurt/Main who, with his pupils of the Integrated High
School of Kelsterbach did a wonderful research on the Jews of Kelsterbach, as well as many municipalities in
Germany, who made great efforts in order to provide me with the requested data and, and last not least, Mr. PAUL |.
JACOBY from Jerusalem, who guided me in my work and put his research on the family at my disposal. ] would like to
express my gratitude to all of them,
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1935 - Postcard sent by Rabbi Dr. Flesch of Dolni Kounice, Moravia, to 4.1 Otto Eskeles in reply to his inquiry.
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